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From the earllctitage of Christlraiity, a disposition to- 
wards sectarian differences, has manifested itself a mon^ 
ilie professed followei's of C 1 1 1: i s t ; a nd ira vc no small 
akirc of uneasiness to the devout and holy Paul, as may 
be seen in his masterly epi^'tles to the Corinthians and 
Galatians, in which he labors to convince them of the im- 
propriety of their divisions, and enforces the doctrine of 
the unity of the Church, and of the faith committed un- 
to them by their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The same disposition Avas manifested toward the close 
of the first, century, and the just reprehensions of the 
iSnRiT by the holy and venerable disciple of our Lord, 
may be seen in the 2d and 3d chapters of his Revela- 
tions; and with sincere giief we add, the same cama/ 
iispcsitioiiy to divide and subdivide, the one Church of 
Christ, is found to exist, even in the nineteenth century! 
and among men, who having the experience of past ages, 
•'ind every facility of acquiring the true nature, design, 
and character of the Chi-istian religion, have not in this 
respect, improved one step, from the schisms of the early 
Christians; but ai'e in fact many steps in advance of them 
• ill pouits of religious differences and controversies. 

That " the PrimHlve Churches throughout the world, 
were formed by the Apostles upon one and the same 
plan,** we have only to refer to the second chapter of 
their Acts to prove: "they wei-e of one mind, and acted 
as with one soul." Such was " the Primitive^ Apostolic and 
Catholic or Unkcrsal Church of Christy hi the days of the 
Apostles: we mean the faillv&A foYlowc^^ qSl ^\\s\'5»'^ — 
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But how is it now? — Let the numerous divisions, and sub- 
divisions, animosities, jarrinj^, contentions, controver- 
sies, schisms, &c. give the reply. 

To approach as nearly as times and circumstances \ 
would pernut, the Primitive Faith and practice of the t 
Apostolic Church, was, and is a primary object with the 
Associates in this City; as may be seen in then* FifteerUh f 
tirlkle. And they were aware that their attempt, would | 
be attended with many ditBculties, that they would have ^ 
to contend against misrepresentations and deep rooted I 
prejudices, to encounter man}-, and adverse opinions, that ' 
have been long and fondly cheiishcd; not alone among ' 
the advocates of other doctrines, but even among those j 
who are also Universalists; thou^^h not as we are UnheV' \ 
saluts; and whose sentiments of the WorlcTs Redeemer^ ; 
diffei'S most widely from our sentiments; and lastly, that \ 
we should have to confront and soften the deadly ani- 
mosities, that have so unworthily obtained against us, as 
the advocates for the Universal Faiths as embracing all, 
and rejecting no one of the doctrines of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

That the public may be enabled to judge of our faith 
and doctrines, an honest and fearless avowal of them, 
has been deemed indispensable, in order henceforth to 
check the unqualified slanders and abuses that have 
been published and circulated against Universalists indis- 
criminately; and by those of whom we had hoped better 
things. We had also charitably hoped, that in the pres- 
ent enlightened age, writers, critics and censors, must, 
or ought to have known, that there are various classes of 
Universalists: some who diflfer from other Christian be- 
lievers, in no one pomt, except as it regards the nature 
and duration of fviure punishments; but who as tenacious- 
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Dg to all the essential doctrines of the Scrtptures^ at 
ther denomiiialion of Christiana; that there arc Uni- 
'ists who agree with the former, in no one point, but 
ivhich regards the limited and disciplinary nature of 
'■ pimishment; that there ai-e some who have adopted 
IriaUj others the Socinian errors; and again, some 
3eny any future punishment at all; while others de- 
lat there will be any resurrection, and are hence 
rn Sadducees. 

ic necessity of appearing before the public in this 
ce, is therefore obvious; and it will at the same 
De seen, that one other object of the Association, in 
iiblication of their Manual, is not to urge this doc- 
as one that is essential to salvation; but to justify 
selves to the world, for its adoption, by proving from 
criprures themselves, that it is not only a Scripture 
ine; but is alsooneofthemostgloriousfeaturesofthe 
J gospel plan; as attributing the highest possible 
!• to God, and magnifying the character and oiB- 
f Christ, not beyond, but to the utmost extent of 
mited capacity of rational beings, 
lying therefore, upon the accredited testimony of the 
lets of tlie Old, and the Apostles of the New Testa- 
, we proceed to prove, that, there will be a " time of 
ition of all things," and hence an end of sin and of 
. — consequently a final reconciliation of all things to 
an end to misery, and an eternity of happiness, 
ch God hath spoken by the mouthof all his holy pro- 
since the world began." It will be hence seen, 
ire shall not rely solely on the writings and opinions 
n, or sects of men, subsequent to the ApostdKc age; 
1 the sacred records; and if to these, we can add the 
lony of many of the early Fathers of tba CVjswk!Xv;%b^ 
znaffoxz of our faith, we Tatioiia\W ^ow^sj&fc^'^saX^ifc 
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candid reader will acknowledge at least, that we are en- 
titled to rank as members by faith of the Primitive, Apos- 
tolic and Universal Church op Christ. 

The following will be the order of the introductory 
sections: 

I. Scripture Testimonies m support of this Doctrine. 

■ II. Testimony of the Jlpostolic and early Fathers, 

III. Testimony of the Ecclesiastical and other Writers, 

IV. The Doctrines and Tenets of the Church explained, 

V. 4 Theory and Defence of the Holy Trinityy with 
copiotfs remarks and illustrations. 
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INTRODUCTORY SKBTCILCS. 

SECTION I. 

Scrtpture Testimomes in support of the Universal Doctrine, 

As we accept the saying of one of the eminent Apos- 
tles of Christ, that "all Scripture is given by hispiratioa 
of God (2 Tim. iiL 16.) and of another, that "no pro- 

Shecy of the Scriptures is of any private inteq^retation: 
'or the prophecy came not in old time, by tlie will of 
man; but Holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost." (2 Peter, 1.20, 21.) as also in 
obedience of our Lord and Master, " search the Scrip- 
,tures" — we shall in this section, introduce those prophe- 
cies and other passages of Scripture, which do most 
clearly and unequivocally testify of this doctrine as a 
Scripture doctrine; particularly if we reject the " private 
interpretation," of certain of those passages, in the 
creeds of certain sectarian Christians, we will therefore 
take the plain passages of the Prophets and Apostles, as 
recorded in our English version of the Bible, objecting 
only to such parts, as are admitted by the highest and 
most approved Christian authorities, to be either inter- 
polations, or false, or dubious renderings; and for this 
liberty, we are sensible, we shall be applauded by every 
sincere reader. 

I. Moses. " So God created man in his own image: 
in the image of God created, he, him, male and female 
created he them. And God blessed them."' (Geneas i. 
27, 28.) " And the Lord God said unto the serpent: be- 
cause thou hast done tins, thou art cursed above all <!^at. 
tie, and above every beast of tSae fte\fiL\ \3cg3tL^\i^^ 
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shall thou p^o, and dust sljalt thou eat all the days of H 
lilie. And I will put emnity between thee and the w 
ma ■% avid between thy seed, and her seed; it shall bnii 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." (Genesis ii. 1 
15.) 

" And the Angel of the Lord called unto Abraham o 
of Heaven the second time, and said, P»y myself have 
sworn saith the Lord, for because thou hast done tl 
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son; th 
in blessing I will bless thee, andinmuhiplyiiig, I will mv 
tiply thy seed as the stars of the Heaven, and as tl 
sand which is upon the seashore; and thy seed shall po 
sess the gates of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all t 
nations of Hue earth he blessed^ because thou hast obe; 
ed my voice. (Gen. xxii. 15, 18.) We find the san 
glorious promise renewed unto Isaac. — " I will perfor 
the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father; ai 
I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of Heave 
and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and 
thy seed shall aU the nations oftJie earth be blessed. (Ge 
xxvi. 3, 4.) 

These promises of God became the tlieme of Sen 
ture prophecy, from David to Malachi; and as Moses ai 
all the patnarchs believed in the eternal and immutab 
pronuses of God; for we read, that Abel, Enoch, Noa 
Abraham, Sarah, &c. " all died in faith, not having recei 
ed the promises but having seen them afar oflF, and we 
persuaded of them and embraced them" — and well tlw 
might, since " God willing more abundantly to show it 
to the heirs of promise, the immutability of his couns< 
confirmed it by an oath That by two inmiutable things, 
which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have 
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay ho 
upon the hope set before us, which hope we have as an a: 
cnorsure and steadfast, andwhichentcreth into that wit 
in the vail, wJiither the forerunner is for us entered, ev< 
Jesus made an High Priest for ever, after the order 
Melchisedec. (Hcb. \a. 17, 20.) And these faithful witne 

beUeymg in tiie ujoalterable proiniaes of God, and d 
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iig them to mankind, must unquestionably have been 
ersalists. 

. David. " Ask of mo, and I shall give thee, the 
ben for thine inheritance, and the uttermost pails of 
3arth for thy possessioiL" (Psalms ii. 8.) 
The Lord is good to ally and his tender meieies ore 
all his works; Jill thy wcrrks s'liiill praise thee O 
1, and thy saints shall bless thee." (cxlv. f), 10.) 
All natims whom thou hast made, shall come and 
>hip before thee O Lord, and shall arlorify thy name.*' 
XVI. 9.) Now, unless it can be proved that th« re is, 
!ver was, or will be, any nation whom Cod did not 
:e, we contciid, for the literal aceomiilihhmcnt of this 
)hecy in some future age or dispensation, in one or 
r, of the everlaslitifc ages o^«Jome translators, 
'he Psabnist by the Spirit^ speaking in his typical 
;acter, says, "Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell." 
koely Hebrew — Iladesy Greek) neither wilt thou suf- 
hine holy one to sae corruption." (xvi. 31.) 
All the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
> the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
ship before thee." (xxii. 27.) 

Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: feed 
Q also and lift them up for ever (xxviii. 9.) Rut who 
God's people] See Dent. vii. G. — Rom. xv, 10, 12. 
IS the p<^)sterity of Abraham will be seen to be the 
sen people of God, and the Gentiles also, thoua^h not 
le peculiar sense of the former people; yet, they are 
I's people. And what is the inhrTitance of our God] 
5 Psalmist has answered this question, in his 2d 
Im, 8 v: " Lo, children, are an heritage of the Lord." 
xvii. 3.) "O thou who hearest prayer unto thee 
II all flesh ome." 

Thus, David belic^ving in, and prophesying, from the 
18 promises of God to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as 
above passages clearly prove, must have lived and 
1 a faithful Universalist, 

IL Isaiah. Therefore, behold the Lord himself shall 
5 you a dgn. Behold) a incgoi ^ftaSk. ^q?brsw^^ ^2^=^ 
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bear a son, and shall call his name Iinmamiel (or Go^ '■ 
with us.) — Ch. vii. 14. "For unto us a child is born ; un- - 
to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful » 
Counsellor, the Mighty God! the Everlasiing Father! the f- 
Prince of Peace !" — (ix. 6.) Thus, the name Immanuel ' 
is explained ond identifi(;d with that of the Mighty God! r 
the I'^verlasting Father, &c. who is God with us. "And 'i- 
he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering j" 
cast over all people, and the veil thfit is spread over (A 
nations. He will swallow up death in victory ; and the 
Lord God Avill wipe away tears from olf all faces; and 
the rebuke of his people shall he take ii\vt\y from off cA y 
the earth; fi)r the Lord hath spoken it." — (xxv. 7, 8.) r' 

" Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of tht V- 
earthy for I am God, and there is none else : I have sworn ! 
by myself; the word has gone out of my mouth in right- ''^ 
eousness, and shall not return, that unto me every knet 
shall bow; every tongue shidl swear." — (xiv. 22, 23.) 
The Ascetics, finding that they cannot contradict this^ 
and similar passages favorable to the happy restoratioa 
of all the enth'e human family, grossly contort it, by ad- 
mitting that every knee shall bow, and every tongtee 
swenr ; but it shall be in torment, never-ending torment 

" For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves (at I 
nought, and ye shall be redeemed without money."— ^ 
(iii. 3.) 

" But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was 
bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him ; and with his stripes we are healed." — (liiL 
5.) And concerning the Gentiles, 

"And all thy children shtdl be taught of the Lord, and I 
great shall be the peace of thy children." — (liv. 13.) "In . 
a little wrath, I hid my face from thee for a moment, but 1 
vrith everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith ! 
the Lord thy Redeemer."— (ib. id. 8.) ) 

"The Lord hath made bare his holy arm, in the eyes 
of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see 
/Me suhation of our GodJ** — (Iii. 10.) 
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"Stiy to thciii ihi*^ are of a feaiful henrt, Pe yc strong, 
ir imt ; Peho'ri y-air G'il wul ciini' with voii^eanrf ; 
en G >l win .-. r^^c M.»|.vjisf: ; luul !:»• \v\]\ c ni*- .-'iul 
ve you." — (xxxv. 4.} Cl' ilvj chiKLcJi of ImmcI Iu* 
ith, 

"I, even I, am he ih-t !)]o*teth rvi.it tb\ trnus/rcssi'Mis 
• iHmc oita sakey aiul will ivit rein'.Miiljtr thy tins." — 
liii. 25.) 

"Bec.iuse I know ihit thou art obstijinte, and Jiy nock 
an iron sinew a»id ihv brow brdss; 1 liive evtii frnm 
B begini/i-i^ declared it to thee; before it c:aTie to |);«ss 
jhowcd it ihee, le^t ihou t-hould sny. Mine idol hnth 
•ne thcic, and my graven ir. no-e, and my molreu imase 
th commij lided them." — (xlviii. 4, 5. ) "Tor my niime's 
ke will I defer mine anger, and for ray pi-nise will I re- 
du for thee, that I cut ihee not off'. Behold, I havo 
fined thee, but no^ with silver; I have chosen thee in 
B fumuce of affliction. For mine own sake^ even for 
ne oton sake^ will I do it ; For how should my name be 
diluted 1 And I will not give my glory unto another." 
erses 9 to H.) 

"I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that 
ya mayst be my salvation unto the end of the earth." — 
lix. 6.) 

"Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the 
rth beneath; for Ihe heavens shall vanish away like 
loke, and the earth shall wax old like a p:cirment, and 
ey that dwell therein shall die in like manner : But my 
Ivation shall be forever^ and my righteousness shall not 
abolished." — (li. G. ) 

*^All tee like sheep have gone astray ; we have turned 
eryoneto.his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 
im the iniquity of li* aZ/." — (lii. 6.) " He shall see ot 
B travail of Ws soul and shall be satisfied." — (v. 11.) 
To the Gentiles the Spirit hath said, "Fe.'ir not, f^r 
3U shalt not be ashamed ; neither be thou confounded, 
: thou shalt not be put to shame ; for thou shalt forget 
ft shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the i-e- 
oach of thy widowhood any more. Fot tlw Ms^k^x >ft 
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thy husband, the Lord of Hosts is his name ; and thy Re- . 
dtejner the Holy One of Isniel; the God of the whole 
earth shall he be called." — (liv. 4, 5.) 

"For, as the rahi cometh down and the snow from . 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but wateretli the cailh, ^ 
so shull my word be that goeth forth out oi' my mouth: . 
It shall not i^eturn unto me void, but it shaH accomplish , 
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing ^ 
whereto I sent it."— (Iv. 10, 11.) 

IV. Jkremiah. "Behold the davs come, saith the . 
Lord, that I will raise unto David a Righteous Branch; l 
and a King skill reign and prosi)er, and shidl execute L 
judgment and justice in the enrth. In his days Juduh , 
sbidl be siived, and Isrnel shall dwell siifely ; and this is t 
his name, whereby h.e shall be called, the Lord our Right- t 
cousness.** — (xxiii. o, 6.) '- 

"After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in ; 
their inward parts, and write it m their hearts, and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people : And they shall 
teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord, for they shall aU hvm 
nie, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, 
snith the Lord ; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember theh^ sins no more." — (xxxi. S3, 34.) i 

"And Moab shall be destroyed fiom being a people, j 
becnuse he hnth magnified lumself against the Lord." — ' 
(xlviii. 42.) Yet I will bring again the captivity of Moab I 
in the latter doys, saith the Lord ; thus far is the judg- ! 
ment of Moab." — (lb. id. 47.) | 

The forty-ninth chapter treats of the judgment of the j 
Ammonite", the Edomites, of tl:e natives of Damascus, | 
of Kedar, and Hazor, and Elom ; and also of thc^ir final i 
recovery or restoration in the latrer days, as of Moab. 
Thus, the Prophet Jeremiah asserts tlic nicover}^ and 
final restoration of both Jews and Gentiles m the latter 
days. And as Isaaiii and Jeremiah believed in the ul- 
timate fulfilment of their respective prophecies, they were, 
beyond controversy, Univcrsahs^s, 

y. EzLKiEL. "As I live, saith the Lord God, Sodom 
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erhath not done, she nor her don glitors, as thon hast 
thou and thy daughfei-s." — (>vi. 48.) "Ne.iher 
amaria conimiiled half ofthv sins: hut thou hast 
led thine abonihiations n'ore than they, aid hast 
3 thine sisters in all thy ahor.r;,!-:tioris whicli tln/U 
nne." — (ib. id. 51.) "When I .sh:'l! l)rinj^ a^j^in 
iptitity, the eaplivity of Rifodoin and her dauglitei-s, 
e captivity of Sanuai:! ar.dhcr danL;htei*H, tlseii will 
: agviiu the c;';nivity f»f thy captives in the midst of 
' — j[v. 53.) "A)]d 1 v/ili establish my covei;ant 
lee; and thou shal' know that I an' ihe Lou!, that 
ayst remember and be confounded, and never open 
mthany mr;re, because of thy shame, when I am 
J towards thee for all that th'ju hast done, saith 
rd God." — (v. 63.) A ]).n*allel passage, illustra- 
this, s lecorded, (Rom. iii. 19,) " tliat every nioulh 
B stopped, and all the w ^rld become guilty before 
"For all have sinned, and come shoit of the glory 
1.**— (v. 23.) "Where is boasting then? It is ex- 
^»_(v. 27.) 

"Prophet, m the thirty-sixth chapter, shows that 
was rejected for their sins, and shall he restored 
t their meriting it ; but because God would be 
I to his promises. The thirty-seventh chapter, by 
urrection of the dry bones, clearly shows, that the 
f the children of Israel shall arise agiin, aul be re- 
to their own land, and that Dinid shall again rvle 
in their recovered and sanctified state. The thirty- 
;hapter asserts, that having been plagued or tor- 
i for their sins, they shall be gathered again, and 
;d into the eternal favor of their Creator. The 
p of tins Prophet being decidedly against the etoni- 
Uure ptmishment, acccnling to the decisions of all 
lists, he was a strong UnkersalisL 
Daniel, "Sevent}^ weeks are determined upon 
ople, and upon thy holy city, to punish the trans- 
>ns, and to make an end of sins, and to m:»ke re- 
%tion far rnqmiy, and to bring m everlasting rights 
9$, and to seal up the vision aiA igto^'ws^^ ^>^ ^si 
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anoint the most holy." — (ix. 24. ) "And after three score '" 
and two weeks, Messiah shall be cut off; but not for him- ■■' 
fiell?'— (v. 26.) 

The Prophet was aware that Messiah was to be cut o^ '^ 
not for himsell* or his own sins, but for the sins of the ■. 
whole worlds and by this one oblation, to "finish the - 
transgression, and make an end of sins, and thus to obtain - 
and bring in everlasting righteousness, and eternal life for I" 
all manlond, by himself making reconciliation for their f 
iniquity. And so said St. John, ii. 2, and L Johw, =- 
V. 11 ; so also St. Peter, Acts iii. 19, 21 ; and so St. j^ 
Paul, 1. Tim. hr. 9, 11, and elsewhere, as will shortly be -^ 
seen. And in fuD faith of God's designs, in this revelation 
towards mankind, Daniel also was a Univcrsalist. 

VII. Hose A. This Prophet writes only of the restora- 
tion of Judah and Israel. But as our God is not only the f 
God of the Jews, but of the Gentiles also, and his pro- 
mises being made " to those that are nigh and to those that 
are afar q^," we believe it to include all. 

" O Israel ! thou hast destroyed thyself, but in me i 
tliine help." — (xiii. 9.) "I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave ; I will redeem them from death : 0, 
Death ! I will be thy plagues ; O, grave,* I will be thy 
destruction : Repentance shall be hid from mine eyes."— 
(V 14.) I 

VIII. MiCAH. "But in the last days it shall come to ^ 
pass that the mountain of the House of the Lord shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be ex- 
alted above the hills, and people shall flow unto it." — (iv. 
1.) "For all people will walk every one in the name of 
his God, and we will walk in the name of the Lord our 
God for ever and ever." — (verse 5.) In the precediffi 
verse the Prophet assures us, that " the mouih of the Lm 
of Hosts hath spoken it." 

" Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of lus 

*Scheol -Hehr. This word is rendered, in many other passag^es 
of the Scriptures, Helt. 
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J 1 He traineth not /w5 anger forever^ because he 
th in mercy. He will turn ugain ; He will have 
sion u})on us ; He will subdue our iniquities ; and 
It cast all their sins in the d(q)ths of the sea." — (vii. 
I See, also, Psalms ciii. 9 ; Isaiah Ivii. 16, &c. 
Zechariah. "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Shout, O daughter of Jcnisaleni : behold thy king 
unto thee : He is just, and having salvation : lowly, 
ng upon an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of an nss. 
will cut off the chariot fi-om Ephraim, and the 
om Jerusalem ; and the battle-bow shall be cut off: 
shall speak peace unto the heathen, and liis do- 
shall be from sea even to sea, and firom the river 
the ends of the earth. As for thee, also, by the 
F thy covenant, I have sent forth thy prisoners out 
it wherein is no water : turn ye to the strong hold, 
>ners of hope, even to-day do I declare that I will 
double unto thee." — (ix. 9, 12.) 
GEL. "And it shall come to pass afterwards, that 
OUT out my Spirit upon all flesh" — (ii. 28.) "For 
ikanse their blood that I have not cleansed." — 

Amos. "In that day I will raise up the tabernacle 
d that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof^ 
;y may possess the remnant of Edom, and the hea- 
lat are called by my name, saith the Lord, that 
his."— (ix. 11, 12.) 

Malachi. "For he is like a refiner's fire, and 
fir's soap. And he shall sit as a refiner and puri- 
nlver, and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and 
hem as gold and silver, that they may offer unto 
•d an offering in righteousness." — (iii. 2, 3.) "Be- 
will send you Elijah the Prophet, before the com- 
hie great and terrible day of the Lord : and he shall 
5 hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts 
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the 
nth a curse." — (iv. 5, 6.) 

. But the Angels of God are also Universalists ; 
id they rejoice exceedingly, and with. a.T!L\i.\>ax\roA^ 
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worthy of our imitation, who are the imniedifite subjects 
of their joy. "And the Angel said" unto the wonderifig 
shepherds of Judea, "Pear not, behold I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to allpcojAe; nwA. sud- 
denly, thei'e was with the Angel a multitude of the hea- 
venly ho.^t, praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, cind on earth, peace and good wDl towards 
men."— (Luke ii. 10,13.) 

"And 1 heard the voice of many Angels mund about 
the throne, and the Beasts, and the Eldcns, and the num- 
ber of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousa nds of thousands, saying with a loud voice, Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and gloiy, and 
blessing. And evenj creature which is in heaven^ and m 
the earthy and under the earthy and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are in them, heard I saying. Blessing, and 
honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that i^tteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever."— 
(Rev. V. 11,12, 13.) 

Certainly, this will be acknowledged a gloriously tri- 
umphant fissemblage of Universalists. The whole host 
of heaven— every creature on the earth, and under it— 
m the sea, and all that arc in them — ^the whole and entire 
creation of God ! For there are none excepted ; aH, all 
uniting with their redeemed, joyous and raptured soulSyin 
praising God and the Lamb for this consummation of their 
redemption ! this triumph of his love ! And with thii 
faith which beholds the fulfilment of all God's promises, 
in their proper time, we desire, even now, to bless his holy 
name, to glorify him, in the highest, and to praise and 
magnify to its lughest exaltation, the character and offiee 
of our dear Redeemer, for effecting so great salvation, and 
bringmg into subjection to the Divine will, the whole and 
entire human family. 

XIV. Simeon. The good old Simeon spoke the lan- 
guage of a confiding Universalists when he said, " Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according 
to thy word: for mine eyes have seen thy salvation. 
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which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy j^eople, 
(brael.'^— Luke iL 29, 31.) 

XV. John the Baptist comes at once to the point, 
by summing up the faith of an Universidhi in few woids : 
"Behold, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world."— (John i. 29.) 

We come now to offer the highest and most holy au- 
thority, next to that of God the Father ; even the Son of 
God ! in support of his own most holy doctrine, as plainly 
expressed by himself; and in coiifinnation of which, he 
suffered death on the Cross, /or the spec^ purpose of re* 
deeming aU men^ and of reconciling and restoring all 
things unto God. 

XVL Jesus Christ ! "I came not to judge the world, 
but to sape the twrZd." — (John xii. 47.) "For God sent 
not his spn into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the toorld through him might be saved.^^ — (John iii. 17.) 

*' It is written in the Prophets, and they sliall aU be 
taughi of God."— (vi. 45. ) 

"And the bread which I will give is my flesh, whkh I 
wfB gioefor the life of the xcorW^ — (ib. id. 61.) 

"AU things are delivered unto me of my Father." — 
(Math. xL 27.) "All things that the Father hath are 
mine." — (John xvi. 15.) "All that the Father giveth 
me, shall come to me, and him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out." — (John vi. 37.) " For the son of 
man is come to seek and to save thai which was losU^^ — 
(Math, xviii. 11 ; Luke xix. 10.) "All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and 
teach aU naiiMxs whatsoever I have commanded you ; and 
lb, I am with you aiway, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen."— (Math, xxviii. 19, 20.) 

"I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd ^veth 
his life for the sheep." — (John x. 11.) "And I, if I be 
lifted up from this earth, mil draw all men unto »ne."«^ 
(John xiL 32.) &c. 

1^ The reader's attention is especially directed to the 
inonb used by the Saviour, as to tuevc XlnVoer^oXxXvy t^s^ 
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is, "the world," "all," "all things," "all men," &c.; a 
their attention is thus required, because they will be to 
by some Partialist Bellecer^ as we have often been to 
that the world does not mean the whole worlds but oi 
believers; that all means only the elect, &c. And ' 
earnestly hope, that, with us, our considerate readers "v 
believe God rather than men. And certainly, the Son 
Grod has, in the above expressions, testified himself a co: 
plete, u Universal Saviour ; and his doctrine that of U 
versal Redemption. 

XVII. Simeon Peter. "And he shall send Jes 
Christ, which before was preached unto you ; whom t 
heavens must receive until the times of restitution of 
tilings which God hath spoken by the mouth of all i 
holy prophets, since the world be*^an." — (Actsiii. 19,21 
** For the promise is unto you, and to your children, a 
to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our G 
shall call."— (Acts. ii. 29.) 

We understand by these passages, that God hath, i 
cording to the counsel of his own %\dll, appointed certi 
[aion*] ages, times or dispensjitions, for the final acca 
plishment of all his holy and benevolent purposes, wjii 
he hath purposed in Christ Jesus ; that he hath called 
men uiiversal-y, as in Isaaih xlv. 22, 23 ; Psalms, xi 
27, and Ixv. 5 ; John y\. 45 ; Jeremiah xxxi. 33 ; a 
other places; with respect to his final purposes. But 
the present aion, age or dispensation, some only arc q 
ciaUy catted^ and taught of God, and are those who c 
said to be specially sa/ved, as in L Tim. iv. 10. And tl 
ihere will be an age, period of time, or dispensation fort 
iinal restitution of all things, and the accomplishment 
all that " God hath spoken by the mouth of all his h< 
Prophets since the world began," when all shall be s^ 
cially and eflFectually called, reconciled, and shall 
know Wm from the least of them unto the greatest 
them, and shall all be taught of God. That when di 
are thus taught by the Spirit, that " this is the stone tl 
was set at nought of your builders," [framers of false (on 
daOons of n^^OBf] ^^whichis become iQneYkj^^o^ ^ 
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corner. That neither is there salvation in any other : for 
there is none other name uuilurhe-iveu i;iveii Jini'jnr men 
whereby we must be sjived." — ',Actd iv. II, \:l.) 'J ln'v 
will also believe, and accept Jesus as llie " ouiy wise (jud 
our Saviour." 

"For Christ hath also, once suflbi-cd for sins, tlic ju^t 
for the unjust tliat he might brissi^ us lo God! Inin^i |»ut 
to death in the Hesh, but quickened by tii(; *Symv/, by 
which also he went and preached unit-' fhe spirils in jtnaon; 
which sometime were disobediejit, when once tht* loiij^ 
suffering of God waited in die days of Noah, &c." (I 
Peter, iii. 18,20.) — "For, for this cause, was the Gos- 
pel preached also to theni that are dead, thfit they miirht 
be judged according to men in the llesh, but live ac- 
cordmg to God in the sphit" (iv. 6.) 

"And behold! the vail of the temple was rent in tv/ain 
from the top to the bottom, and the eartli did quake, and 
the rocks rent, and the g^raves were opened^ and many 
bodies of the saints wluch slept, arose and came out of the 
gravis, after his resurrection, and went into the Holy 
CJity, and were seen of many. (Matt, xxvii. 51, 53.) 
• ' Kl*'f here are persons, who to bring objections against 
the Umversal Doctrine, will twist the Sacred Scriptures. 
to. their own purposes; and we have been told by Minis- 
ters of the Gospel, that the foregoing passage of St. Pe- 
ter, means the preaching of Noah in the spirit of Christ 
to the antediluvian world, who were dead in trespasses 
and'sins! forgetting, however, that Christ was not put to 
death in the flesh until upwards of two thousand years 
after the delugel and losing sight of what the Apostle 
:8a]d< in his fourth chapter and sixth verse. We hope, how- 
^Yer, that St Matthew's testimony, above quoted, will 
convincie such weak disputants of their error, and put 
this controverted point at rest for ever. \ 

, XVIIL John, the Evangelist. "He is the propWation 
^ our fflns, and not for ours only; but also for the sins of 
:Aewhok worW^ (1 John ii. 2.) 

^^ And this isthe record that Ood hath gto€ti.fo us eter- 
nallife: oiid thislifeisinluseoiu ^\iQ\^^.'l^ ^^^^a^ 
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we have seen and do testify, that the Father sent t 
Son to be the Saviour of the vorld.^ (ibid. iv. 14. — Jo 
id. 1G, 17.) 

^Ve come lastly, to examine the declarations of tl 
grenX Practical Uiiiversalist, whose miraculous conversic 
whose eminent learning, and v/hose stccidy devotion 
this cri-eat and glorious cause, bespoke him to be not oi 
happily elected or chosen fortius purpose, by the wisdc 
of God, but also as most eminently qualified to illi 
trate and explain it to the world. 

XIX. Paul. "Therefore, as by the offence of a, 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation, even i 
by the rigliteousness of one^ the free gift came upon 
men, unto justification of life." (Rom. v. 18.) " Now ^ 
know, that whatsoever the law saith; it saith to them w 
are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped a 
all tJic world become guilty before Grod." (iii. 19.) " F 
when we were yet without strength, in due time Chi 
died for the ungodly, (v. 6. ) " For to this end, Christ b( 
died, and rose, and revived, that he miglit be the Lc 
both of the dead and the livmg." (xiv. 9.) " But now 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits 
them that slept, for since by man came death, by m 
came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Ad£ 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made oZeve." (1 C< 
XV. 20, 21.) 

5:3* The reader is cautioned against another evasi 
of the Partialists. They are obliged to acknowled§ 
that all mankind, will "be made alive;" but they in£ 
upon it, that all %vho die in their sins, will be made ali^ 
" to endure eternal punishment r But remember kind re 
der, the Apostle of the Lord, says, that all slutU be ma 
alive in Christ, the same all that die in Adam; and if th 
are made alive in Christy wluch they certainly will be, 
due time; we think there need be no farther fear i 
them after that blessed accomplishment. 

"For other foundation can no man lay, than that 

laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now, if any man build up 

i6» /baadathD, gold, silver, precious ctoue^ v7oodL,\i: 
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stubble; every man's work shall be mnde manifest: for 
the day shall declare it, hecaufie it shall be revealed by 
fine, and the fire shall try ever}' man's work of what soil 
it is. If any man's work abide, which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's 
work shall be burned, he shall suflTcr loss; but he hmself 
shall be saved, yet so as by fli-c." (1 Corinth, iii. 2, 15.) 

"And all things arc of God! who hath leconciled us 
to himself by Jesus Christ and hath given to us the min- 
istry of reconciliation, to wit: that God was in Clnist, re- 
conciling the world unto himself, and not imputing their 
trespasses unto them, &c." (2 Corinth, v. 18, 19.) 

" And the Scripture foreseeing that God would justify 
the Heathen through faith, preached before, the Gospel 
unto Abraham, saying, in thee, shall all nations be bles- 
gcd." (Galat. iiL 8.) "But the Scripture hath concluded 
all under sin, that the promise by faitli of Jesus Christ, 
woight be given to them that believe." ^verse 22.) "Christ 
haSi redeemed us from the curse of me law, beuig made 
a'curse for us." (verse 13.) 

; The 3d chapter of Ephesians treats of the eternal pur- 
pose of God, which he purposed in Christ, to wit: the 
salvation of the (Jentiles, which the Apostle says, was 
made known unto him by revelation. 
: ** I exhort therefore, that first of all, supplications, pray- 
ers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all 
men: for kings and for all that are in authority, that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godliness and 
honesty, for this is good - and acceptable in the sight of 
GUxl our Saviour who unll have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of truth: For there is one God^ 
and one Mediator between God and man, the man CMst 
Jesus who gave himself a ransom for ally to be testified in 
due time." (1 Tim. iL 1.) 

" This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion: For, therefore we both labour and suflfer reproach; 
because, we trust in the living God! wlio is the Saviour of 
nU meny specially, of those that believe: These things 
command and teach." (1 Tim. iv. 9, ll,\ If this is not 
Universal SakaHan^ it is DOthsxng e\aft. 
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" Then conieth the end, when he shall liave delivered 
up the kingdom to God even the Father, when he -shall 
have put down all rule, and all authority, and all power. 
For he Huist reign, till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet. The List enemy that shall be destroyed is death: For 
heh.Uhput all things under his leet." (1 Cor. xv. 20, &c. 

The Epistlerf of this eminent Apos'le of the Gentiles, 
every where abound with passages corroborative of 
the doetrine of Universal Redemption, Their number 
j)reclude the ])Ossibiliry of our giving them all a j)lace ia 
this limited introduction, which has already exceeded our 
onginal (ksign in this publicatioa. And we have thus 
pr.:)ved by the ^tiered Scriptures; from the concurrent 
testimony of the Prophets of the Old, and the Apostles of 
the New Testament, that this is a Scripture doctrine, 

Eromised first of God unto Adam, preached unto Abra- 
am by the Angel of the Lord, perpetuated by the Pro- 
phets, renewed and confinned by the life, sufferings and 
death of the Son of God; and is now every where pro- 
claimed, by the faithful and true witnesses of God! in all 
the world. 

We therefore conclude this section with the following 
appropriate inquiry. — ^With such indisjmtable declara- 
tions as the foregoing; with such facts as are indelibly re- 
corded in the legitimate canons of the Scriptures, and 
that are held sacred by Christians of every sect or de- 
nomination; will any sincere person deny, that the fore* 
going cited passages of Prophecy and the declarations of 
Christ himself, together with the explanations given to 
this doctrine by his Apostles, do not, literally, plainly, 
and in pointed terms, support the doctrine of the reconcilia^ 
tioriy and final salvaJtion of all wien, as contended for, by the 
advocates of this faith? — or, that it is a Scripture doc- 
trine, and hence the doctrine of the primitive Apostolic 
Church of Christ? 

And that all men may be apprised of their duty when 
praying — the Apostle adds, '' I will, therefore, that men* 
pray every where"— /or the salvation of aU vien^ but they 



EVANGELISTS MANUAL. 23 

rnofit remember to pray " lifting up h(;ly hands without, 
wrath or doubting." (1 Tim. ii. 8.) Alas! many j)rjiy for 
the salvation of all men, but at the same lime, doubt the 
unalterable promises of God. 



SECTION II. 

Testiinony of the ^ipostolk FcUhers, and other early leriterSf 

m support of this doctrine. 

In introducing to the notice of our readers, the opinions 
and testimonies of the Apostolic Fathers, in support of the 
doctrine of the finaljrestoration of all men to holiness and 
happiness, it is necesstiry tliat the mind of the reader 
should be fixed upon the great tuuh, that this doctrine has 
heen proved, in the preceding section, to be a Scripture 
Doctrine^ and does not depend upon the opiniorj of any 
man, or sects of men, for its confinnation ; that it is j)ltiinly 
and unequivocally expressed in those Scriptuies, and is 
therefore a Truth, whether we believe it or not ; and that 
our denying it to be a truth, does not alter the nature of 
it; nor does our believing it make it so, since it is a truth, 
whether we believe it or not. 

Our object, therefore, in referring to the Apostolic Fa- 
thers, is to show, that for the fii*st six or seven centuries 
after Christ, this doctrine was almost univei sally preva» 
lent, particularly among the Bishops and Rulers of the 
Eaift^m Churches, and that are recognized by all the Pri- 
mitive and Apostolic Churches of Christ, 

We take leave, however, to advise the reader, that we 
are aware of the numerous weighty and rational r I j*c- 
tions that are sustained by high ami respectable wiiU'i^ 
both ancient and modern, agai'ist the superstition jmd 
credulity of the early fathers. We would, theivfoT e, at 
once disarm our opj)onenls of their most wei<:}»iy argu» 
ment, by rejecting on the thjeshhold of our inquiry those 
inconsistencies, errors, and sii])erstitions of these fiubcrs, 
that have been the subjects of the just criticisms of Inter 
writers; determinbig to accept, as Ts^sx\X^\?>QS.'^J^i:^^^• 
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as it regards our religion, those doctrines and tenetj 
are contnined in the ciinons of the most authentic vei 
of the Holy Bible. 

We cheerfully ncconl with that severe and caustic 
ter, the Rev. Dr. Widdleton, in the sentiment, "thi 
ought to accept the writings of those Fathers, be< 
they serve to teach us the doctrines, the rites, the i 
ners, and the learning of the several ages in which 
lived : yet as witnesses only, not as guides ; but a 
daring what was then beheved, not what was true ; 
was practised, not what rmght to be practised ; since 
works abound wiih foolish, fiilse, and dangerous opir 
universally maintained, and zealously propagated by 
all. Their errors and corruptions afford an useful le 
profitable to us ; since, the corruptions which crept inl 
Church in those very early ages, are a standing proo 
admonition to all the later ages, that thei-e is no w 
preserving a purity of faith and worship in any Churcl 
by reviewing them from time to time, a nd reducing thi 
the ori^iial test and standard of the Holy Scriptures 

Having premised thus much, we now proceed t 
quire whether this doctrine was maintained by those • 
lathers, or otherways. And with regard to the 
ters of the two first centuries, we have no know] 
of any remarks on this most glorious feature of the 
pel doctrines, in the writings of these fathers, an 
fairly presume that it will be conceded, there was m 
cessity for such remarks, since it could not but 
been known to them, ^hat this doctrine was contain 
the writings of the Apostles, and that it is improbabk 
they could either mistake or overlook it, so early a 
century immediately succeeding to that of the advc 
the Saviour; and it is also ^airly presumed, that, bei 
that time a doctrine umversally known to the Univ 
Chvrch, it might not h we been considered necots;* 
express their opinions of that which, though not es« 
to salvation, was the common faith of alL 

* Introductory Discourse to a Free Inquiry. |k|^. ztX\ 
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But in the beginning of the third century, when cor- 
raptions and heresies had assumed an nsjiect alannin^to 
die devout and humble followers ol' ('hri^t; when in i'act 
the enemies of Christianity, within and williout, were la- 
boring to overthrow their doctrines, it appenind to them 
an imperative duty to cxeit their united <-neriries and ta- 
lents, towards resisting the increasing oppositions, and of 
repelling the false accusations of their ojiponents : and to 
cftect this laudable purpose, a reference to, and critical 
examination of the MSS. copies of the writings of the 
Apostles was undertaken by several of the early Fathers, 
at the head of whom was justly placed the most learn- 
ed and devout Presbyter of the Alexanthian Church, 
Origen, the disciple and successor of Clemens Alexan- 
drinus, and President of the Cateclietical School of that 
j2^at seat of learning and philoso))hy. With regard to 
the talents and qualifications of this gi^eat man, both an- 
cient and modern writers ai-c agix^ed ; and we believe, 
the foDowing acknowledgements from the leurned Dr. 
Mosheim, are sufficient to prove, that he was eminently 
qualified for the noble task which he had undertjiken. 

**The great end of Christ's mission," says Dr. Mos- 
heim, "was to form a Umversal Church, gathered out of 
all the nations of the world, and to extend the limits of 
this great Society from age to age : Hence, extraordinary 
teachers were indispensably necessary to pioniulgatc and 
extend among those nations the Religion of Christ,* who, 
after his Ascension, gave the most unequivocal pi^oofs of 
die majesty and power to which he had been exalted, by 
the effusion of the Holy Ghost upon his disciples, accord- 
ing to his promise ;t thereby proving, thfit though invisi- 
ble to mortal eyes, he was still their Omriiptent pro- 
tector, and their benevolent guide. This glorious ninni- 
festation of his Divine Power, wns acconipiinied with a 
variety of spiritual gifts, particularly the gift of tongues, 
by which the Apostles were immediately qualified to 

»Eccl. flipt, Vol. 1, pp. 84. 
t Acts, ii. 1) &c. 
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preach the Gospel, and to proclahn to all nations, kin- 
drcds and Inn^ages, the "good tidhigs of ^at joy, which 
shall be to all ])(»ople." 

The iiYst Christian Church founded by the Apostles^ 
was that of Jemsalem, which was the model of all those 
Ihat were allcnvard erected during: this fii-st century : and 
the forms of their reli^ous worship, the innocence and 
sim])licity of their lives, together with the spotless purity 
of the docti'ines they taught, are the most mdubitable 
proofs that there has been, and still is, a most wide de- 
parture from the primitive faith and practice, to be at 
once readily detected in nearly all the Christian Churches 
of succeeding ages. 

" At the coTnmencem.ent of the second centun% the 
Chiistian Religion had found its way to many nations, 
and we have the most unexceptionable testimonies, that 
Christ was worshipped as God almost throughout the 
v/holc East, as also among the Germans, Spaniards, Celts, 
Britons and many other nations.* Ifi this century, trans- 
lations of the sacred writings were spread abroad, pur- | 
ticularly Latin versions of them, because that language 
was now more universal tha n any other." As yet, me 
books which now compose the New Testament had not 
been collected into a volume, and it is not yet satisfactori- 
ly decided, whether they were thus collected by the Coun- 
cil of Nice, which assembled in the year 325, or that of 
Laodicea, in the year 364. f 

" If we turn our view to the human means employed 
in the beginning of the third century, to multiply the num- 
ber of Christians, and to extend the limits of the Church, i 
we shall find a great variety of causes, imiting then* m- ;J 
fluence, and contributing jointly to this happy puroose. i 
Among these must be reckoned the translations of Hie 
Sacred Writings into various languages, as above noticed; 1 
the zeal of Origen in spreading abroad copies of them 
every where ; his prompt compliance with the invitation 
of "the Prince of Arabia to preach the Gospel among 
>" ■■■ ■ 

*Mosheim Eccl. Hist. vol. 1, p. 124, 
fPiefacG to Apocrypha New Testament, v« 6, 
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them, which happily resulted in the couvei^ion ol' a, rer- 
tain tribe of waudcrii^ Arabs to the Cliristian Fnith." J 
And so great was the fume of this Fath(»r, as a Christian 
Divine and Philosopher, that Julia, the molhcr of Alex 
ander, t]ien at Antioch, invited him to repair from Alex- 
andria to the latter place, that they mije:ht converse v*'ith 
him and be instructed in the Christian Faith. 

We have pui7>osely introduced this eminent Father t«> 
the particular notice of our readers, beeause thciieneral- 
ity of Ecclesiastical Historians have attributed to him the 
honor of having originated tlic Doctrine of Univei*sal Sal- 
vation ; v^hereas, we have in our previous r^^ction brouc^lit 
forward niunerous and indisputable pass;\irc3, botli oi'tii''. 
Old and New Testament, to prove thiit it was an Aj^os- 
toKc and hence, a Scripture doctrine, long before the dis- 
covery and promulgation of it by Origen. 

That this acute Father, in his patient and laborious at- 
tention to the criticism of the Bible, could not fail of dis- 
covering this most glorious feature of the Scripture doc- 
trines Old and New, can be readily admitted. It was 
one of those Scriptiu'e truths that being suiTounded with 
threatenings of the law, and promises of the Gospel, wajj 
thus measurably hid from the eye of the superficial rea- 
der, but which could not escape the keen, anxious and 
critical examination of this profound Philosopher and 
Scholar. He discovered not only in the New, but also 
in the Old Testament, complete copies of which, he had 
in his possession, that there were strong and indisputable 
evidences recorded in them in confirmation of this Faith, 
andliaving satisfied himself that it was a genuine Scripture 
doctiine, he gave it, among other things, to the world as 
siucb, in his invaluable translation of the writings of the 
Sacred Scriptures. 

From tliis cbcumstance, we readily concede that he Ls 
the honored and pbus renovator and promulgator of thb? 
ilTost ancient doctiine ; and that previously to his writings 
tljere were no other ex-Apostolic records of the same ; 

X Mosbeim Eccl. )list. vol. 1, pr 103. 
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. we nevertheless contend, that whether there had been of 
aoiy any writings of these FiW)iei*s to that effect ; the d(itfp 
trine wi'.s of record in the writings of the Prophets of tlie 
Old, and the Apostles of the New Testament, as we have 
ahown at large in our preceding section, and tliis alone 
without regarding the writings of any other than the Pro- 
phets and A|X)stles, are siifKcient of themselves to estab- 
iish the t!'iitli of the fact, even though there had never 
hcen another line v/iitten on the subject And although 
it could be proved to hnve remained a dead letter from 
the time of the last of the Apostles, until the time of tfe 
critical exavniiiation of the Scriptures by Origen ; flie fact 
of the previous existence of the passages quoted in oiu' 
first section, and upon v>rhicli tliis doctrine is foimded, as 
a Scripture doctrine is, what we have a right to presmne, 
110 rational and consistent Clmstian, can upon nny satis- 
factory principle attempt to deny. 

True, "mC tvt not ignorant, that there are, and even 
lias been, since the days of Origen, very many pidiig.^ 
good men, who have taken upon themselves the respbn- 
sibility of terming this doctrine, that has been fodn9ed 
upon those glorious promises of God, and that are as 
plain as the sun at noon day, to be "the idle fancies of 
Origen," a dangerous doctrine, and even worse, a doc- 
trine of devils ; wliilc the more modest have accused its 
followers and advocates, as the advocates of a fatal and 
delusive error ; and if so, then indeed the error, if error 
it is, is to be attributed to the Prophets and Apostles, as 
may be seen in the foregoing extracts ; and consequentlif, 
many thousands of honest souls that confided in tlibse 
most cheering promises of God, and which " He spake 
by the mouth of all his holy Prophets since the world be- 
gan," instead of having died in the Faith of Jesus Christ, 
as St. Paul assures us they did ; must have died m error, 
if the assertions of the opponents to this doctrine be trtfe. 

We will now return to the writings of the early Fathefe, 
Dr. Mosheim,* remarking on the Grecian and'Orieirtal 

''Eccl Hist, vol 2, p. 212: - - - .. 
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writers of the third century, thus testifies of Origen : " that 
he was the most eminent of these, whether wc consider 
the extent of his fame, or the multiplicity of his labors ; that 
he was a man of vast and uncommon abilities, and the 
greatest lununary of the Christian world, which this ago 
exhibited to view" — and " had the jastness of his judg- 
ment been equal to the immensity of his genius, the fer- 
vor of his piety, his indefatigable pjitience, his extensive 
erudition, and his other eminent tind superior talents ; all 
encomiums must have fallen short of his merits. Yet, such 
as he was, his virtues, and his labours deserve the admim. 
tion of all ages, and his name will be transmitted with 
honor through the annals of time, as long as learning and 
genius shall be esteemed among men." 

The Rev. Dr. Maclaine, in a note corrective of a par- 
agraph accusing Origen as the head of a speculative tribe, 
who were desirous of bringing the doctrmes of celestial 
wisdom into a certain subjection to the precepts of their 
Philosophy, &c. says, " among the errors attributed to 
dus great man, and which gave most offence were, 1 . 
that in the Trinity, the Father was greater than the Son, 
ajid the Son, than the Holy Ghost. 2. The prc-exis- 
tence of souls, which he considered as sent mto mortal bo- 
dies, for the^ punishment of sins committed in a former 
state of being. 3. That the soul of Christ was united tc» 
the Word before the incarnation. 4. That the sun, 
moon, stars, &c. were animated and endowed with ra- 
tional souls. 5. That after the resurrection, all bodies 
will be of a round figure. 6. That the torments of the 
damned will have an end ; and that as Christ had been 
crucified in this world to save mankind, he is to be cruci- 
fied hi the next to save devils, f 

These articles are said to have been charged, togethei' 
with others of less import against Origen, by the Council 
of Constantinople. The first article is unqestionably n 
forgery, as willhe hereafter seen, when we come to treiit 
of the Confessbn of Faith of these early Fathers respec- 

f lb, idt ootCf p, 427, 

*4 
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lively. The Rev. Dr. Middleton has also accused him <rf s 
favoiing the supei'stitions of the age in which he lived, and b- 
his writings on that account have been rejected by many ~ 
06 " Ikncilul." We do not pretend to deny, that even i 
the prolbundly learned Origen, was tinctured in some de- i 
gree with the su})er3titions of the age in wliich he lived and 
was educated ; but we have it on the same authority that 
classed him among the credulous and superstitious writers 
of the third century, that he was least of all tinctured vnHk 
these weaknesses of any writer.:}: 

To reject his authority therefore, only because he gave 
his sanction to the superstitions of liis predecessors and 
contemporary authors, and in some instances, yielded to 
tlie influence of opinions purely hypothetical ; while on 
the fundamental and essential doctrines of Christiairity, 
Ins writings not only bear the broad stamp of Orthodoxy, 
and have for centuries withstood the repeated " denunci- 
ations of Priests, and of the thundere of Synods and 
Councils," as also the prohibitory edicts of Emperors ; 
would be in fact sometlung like rejecting gold, because it ' 
was not separated from its ore. 

It has been made clearly to appear, from the writings 
of Dr. Mosheim, that the principal cause of the grievous 
persecutions of this great man, and his doctruies, ori^na^ 
ted in the jealousies and envy of a few factious and less 
gifted Bishops, among whom Demetrius, a Presbyter of 
Alexandi la may be considered as the ringleader. Ori- 
.fen was ordained a Presbyter of Alexandria, by the lay^ 
ing on of the hands of the Bishops of Csesaria and Jeru- 
salem, some time in the year 210. We have already 
seen, that so great was his fame as a scholar and divine, 
that his company and conversation was eagerly sought 
after by Emperors, Empresses and Kings. His method 
of translating the Scriptures became popular, so much 
so, *^that the Christian doctors who applied themselves 
to the study of letters and philosophy interpreted the 

tDr. Middleton's Free Inquiry, p. 14, 16. For hii doctrine and 
tenets, see JMiss H, Adami' Dictionary of a\\B.e\\|^\Qii«, ax\. ^^ Wtv^^ 
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Scriptures aj9;er the method of Origeii, whose method 
was almost universal in the foiuth century. In the fifth 
«eiitury the greatest jmrt of commentjttoi's, both (Trt.ek 
and Latin followed the doctrine and method of Ori- 
gin."* 

We need not wonder therefore, at the envy and jea- 
lousies of his factious enemies ; the dispositions of men, 
m all ages and in all countries, are nearly th».' same, »nd 
we are justified in believing, that thus they will continue 
while the minds of men remain carnal ; and it is with real 
legret we are constrained to soy, that even in thig en- 
lightened age and in this happy country ; which secun*j4 
by its valued constitution, civil and religious liberty to 
all men, and to all sects of Christians, we still discover 
a dispomtion among professing Christians ; not more fa- 
vorable to the principles of toleration than that maniles- 
fied by the enemies of the illustrious Origen. 

Irensus, Clemens Alexandrinus, Minutius and Hypol- 
litos, were the contemporaries and friends of Origen. 
.The first named Father in his " Apostolic traditions, lib. 
ii. ch. 39." declares as Apostolic and Orthodox, the laith 
of the church from its commencement to be, " that Chiist 
oame to save all men of all ranks and degrees." Hypol- 
litus who was esteemed one of the most celebrated au- 
^lors, but whose works are lost, suffered martyrdom for 
his faith, as also did Leonidas, the Father of Origen. Di- 
onysus, Bishop of Alexandria, who was called, by way of 
eminence, the Great ; Theognostus a writer of note, and 
Euscbius^ Bishop of Caesaria, were the warm friends of 
Origen and the advocates and espousers of the Universal 
doctrine, and when Demetrius arrayed his party against 
Origen, under the specious pretext of attackmg the errors 
of that great man ; but in truth, to indulge and gratify 
his envy and spleen ; the Bishops of Achaia, Palestine, 
Phcenecia and Arabia, espoused his cause against Dem- 
etrius and his party. 



V* Benedict'! Hitt. of all Religions, pp. 241. See also^ an ac- 
€9mttiof thQ "Bytm Churches," Vvi Mivw KAahmC \$\fi:<»sra!»^ ^ ^>^ 
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Dr. Mosheim says, the advocates of Origeu in tbn 
and the succeeding ages, that is, such as preferred h 
interpretation of the Scripture^ and were hence Unive; 
salists, were prodigious ; and tiiat ui the fourth centui 
the name of Origen was held by the most part of Chri 
tians in the highest veneration. John, Bishop of Jerusi 
^ lem, defended the sentiments and reputation of Orige 
with great ability, and Rufinus, Presbyter of Aquilia^ wj 
an advocate for this doctrine and translated sevend< 
the books of Origen into Latin. In the fifth century, i 
we have already seen, this doctrine was advocated 1: 
" the greatest part of Greek and Latin commentatora 
and the state of UniversaUsm in the sixth century may b 
easily imagined, says Mr. Benedict, by the following qui 
tation from Dr. Mosheim, making suitable allowances f( 
his strong aversion to this doctrine.* 

" Though the credit of Origen and his system seenije 
to be expuing under the blows it had received from ti 
Orthodox, and the repeated thunders of Synods and coui 
cils, yet it was very mr from being totally sunk. On tl 
contrary, this great man and his doctrine, were held I 
many, and especially by the monks in the highest vene: 
ation, and cherished with a kind of enthusiasm whic 
became boundless and extravagant. In the West, Be 
lator translated the works of Origen into the Latin laj 
guage. In the Provinces and particularly in Syria an 
Palestine, which were the principal seats of Origenisn 
(L e. Universalism.) The Monks, seconded by seven 
Bishops, and clriefly by Theodore, Bishop of Caesaria, i 
Cap{>adocia, defended the truth and the authority of th 
doctrines of Origen against all his adversaries, with ii 
credible vehemence and contention." 

"After undergoing various persecutions, denunciatiox 
and poiubitions, in the reign of the Emperor Justiniai 
an edict of condemnation addressed to Mennas, Patriarc 
of Constantinople, was passed against Origen and h 

*The Rev. Dr. Madaine, the editor of Mosheim'g Eccl Hist, ah 
ceosureshim in several instances for the inaccuTiLC\e& ot Vvu %\«.\i&tafta 
*ad bis prejudkei against other sects of ChmliAnft. 
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doctrine, ordering its entire suj)picssi()ii. Tliis proliibi- 
twn, though it tended in sonie nieiisure to returd ihe ap- 
flarent progress of this faith, it was iv^om n^vivod in Pal- 
estine', during or soon after the breaking out of tlie con- 
troversy concerning the three chaptfis, writings ol" The- 
odore, Theodoret and Cyril, recovering new vigor and 
spreading itself far and wide. He?»ce, many oommntions 
were rufeed in the Church, wliich wcrc^ howmer tciwi- 
nated by the fifth general Council of CmiJ^tantinojilr, by 
Jastinian, A. D. 533, and in Vrhich, C)iig(;n and \m fol- 
lowers were -condemned." 

* But notwitlistanding this edict of condemnation, "The- 
odore, Bishop of C»saria, who was attached to this doc- 
trine, so managed affaii's as to give ivposc to the follow- 
ei^s of Orfgen, who were more or loss numerous, widei* 
different nameSy to the close of the twelfth century.* 
Doubtless, the Uriiversalist Bishop of Cajsaria, perceiving 
the jx)Key of the enemies to his lidtli, and perceiving also 
the mcreaise of the power of the Romans, and their aim 
at superiority, both in civil and ecclesiastical authority, 
deenaed it most prudent to evade the blow aimed at the 
Primiitive Patriarchal Church, by a counter p^»licy, and 
hence, jielding to a compromise with the Council of op- 
posing Bishojis, that the followers of Oi-igen should as- 
sume a new name, and be no longer recognized as Ori- 
genists, but submit themselves to the authority of the now 
dtmiiiicmt Church and its rulers. 

The Eastern, or Greek Church, was governed by Pa- 
triarchs, whereas, the Western, or Latin Church, was 
governed 4is yet only by Bishops. To the haughty Ro- 
iTiaii, this superiority was intolerable; and as they could 
not famcly submit to any thing like superiority in their 
political, so neither could they enduro tne idea of supc- 
iiority in their ecclesiastical frrovinces. A regard, however, 
to the Christian name and profession, held them within 
a certain restraint ; but they were nevertheless inwardly 
tWrsting with the desire of universal dominion, both oi' 
CImrch and State ; and this they obtained in the begin- 
jjit^g (of the seventh century. 

*Beaedict'8 History of all ReVi5von%,v\>-^'^^- 
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In tho year 602, Phocas, a Chalccdoiiian noble, seized 
on the Empire of the East, having murdered the Empe- 
ror Maurice and his childi'en, and became by murder and 
usurp'ition an Emperor. And in this reign, Boniface 
III. was elected Pope of Rome, A. D. 610. Among his 
first acts, was that of forming a league with Phocas, by 
which he succeeded in obtJiining Jiri Edict from this Em- 
pevovy declaring the superiority of Popes over Patriarchs! 
By this unholy decree, the Eastern and Ancient Church 
of Primitive Christians, were made subject to the West- 
ern and more modern; and the Patriarclial power. amj 
authority in the Church, to bow with submission to the 
Papal ! Some of the effects of this superiority may be 
seen in Miss Adams' Dictionary of All Religions — ^Art. 
'^Syrian Christians." In the annals of Baronius, the 
chief Romish Ecclesiastical Historian,* there is insertecL 
in due form the Letter of Justinian, to John, the Arch- 
bishop of Rome and Patriarch, declaring him the ^^Head 
of all the Holy Chvrches^^ — "subjecting and uniting in hin^ 
all the Priests of the whole East." This happened in 
the sixth century, that is, A. D. 533. And hence, the 
grant of Phocas to Boniface, above alluded to, is found 
to be, in its fullest sense, nothing more than a confirma- 
tion of the grant of Justinian, with the view of securing 
the sanction of the Western Church on his usurpation, j 
The advocates for Universal Redemption nevertheless 
continued in the enjoyment of their faith, and were more 
or less numerous in different parts of Europe and the 
East, to the Period of the Crusades. Previous to which, 
liowever, that is, in the latter part of the seventh century, 
a schism between the Greek and Latin Churches, took 
place, and continued to exist ; and their refusal to sub- 
mit longer to the usurped authority of Popes, down to 
the thirteenth century, has been, with some exceptions, 
continued to this age.]: 

* Vol. vii. pp. 194, fol. Antwerpia. Sec also Crolj* on the Apoca- 
lypse, pp. 9 ; and agfain 114, 115, vvhere the letter of Justinian is in- 
troduct'd at some l*;ngrth. 

tlh.id. pp. 117 

t The foUowioQ sects are also UniuersolUt* : 1\\e \\\^tv\v%%, \Jba 
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SECTION IIL 

Testimony oftModem EccIcsiasUral IIif>tonanf!^ and oihtr 
Writers^ in j'aivor of this JJoctnnv. 

The Ecclesiastical writei^, to wliose iiulustry the 
Church of Uiiiverealists are iiulebtctl ibi* ir.foriiiation cou- 
ccming them, subsequent to the wi-itinjjfsof the cele])rated 
Dr. Mosheim, ai*e chietly Evans, A(laiiia and Benedict. 
"Universalists,. properly so called," says Mr. Evans, 
••are those who beheve, that, as Christ died ibr all, so, 
before he shall have delivered u]) his mediatorial kin^rdoni 
to the Father, all shall be brought to a ])ai-ticipation of 
the benefits of his death, in their restoration to holiness 
and happiness. Their scheme includes a reconciliation 
of the tenets of Calvinism and Arnihiianism, by uniting 
rhe leading doctrines of botli, as far as they are louiid in 
the Scriptures ; fi-om which union, they think the senti- 
ment of Universal restoration naturally flows." Thus 
they reason : 

"The Arminian proves from Scripture, that God is 
Love ! that he is good to all ; that hSs tender mercy is 
over all his works ; that he gave his Son for the world, 
even for this whole world ; and that God will have all 
men to, be saved,''^ 

" The Calvihist proves also from Scripture that God is 
without variableness or shadow of turnmg ; tliat his love, 
like himself, alters not ; that the death of Christ will be 
efficacious to all for xchom it loas intended; that God will 
perform all his good pleasure ; and that his Council shall 
stand." 

"The union of these Scriptural principles is the final rc- 
storation of all nun. Taking the prmciples of the Cal- 
vinists and Arminians. separately, we find the former 
teaching, or, at least, inferring, that God doth not love 
all, but that he made the greater part of men to be endless 



« Christo-Sacnim Society'' at Delft ; the Canrtnites ; the Quakers, 
one sect of ; the Halcyons ; many of the French Hugonots ; one sect 
of Chiliasts, or Millenarians ; Leadleyans ; Moravians \ Phila^eU 
phians^ and numerous others. 
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monuments ofhts icrath ! The latter, declaring the lov( 
of God to all ; ])ut admitting his final failure of restorinf 
the gi-eater piwt The God of the former, is great ir 
power and wisdom; but deficient in goodness^ and capri- 
cious in his conduct. Who that views such a character, 
can sincerely love it ? The God of the latter, is exceedix^ 
good, but deficient in power and icisdom. Who can trusi 
such a Being ? If, therefore, both Calvinists and Anm- 
nians love and trust the Deity, it is not under the charac- 
ter which their several systems ascribe to him ; but they 
are constrained to hide the imperfections which their 
views cast upon him, and boast of a God, of whose Idghp 
est glory their several schemes will not admit''* 

" The sentiment," says Miss Adams, f " which has pro- 
cured its professors this appellation, {^UniversaliMs,^) wm 
embraced by Origen, in the third centur}^, and in more 
modern times by the Chevalier Ramsay, Mr. Jer. White, 
Dr. Cheyne, Dr. Hartley, Dr. Newton, Bishop of Bristol, 
and many others. The plan of Universal Salvation, ns 
exhibited by a late learned Divine, (Dr. Chaunccy, of 
Boston, in America,) who, in his work entitled ^Hhe Sal' 
vation of all Men,^^ has made several additions to the sen- 
timents of the above mentioned authors, is as follows : 
That the scheme of revelation has the happiness of all 
mankind lying at bottom, as its great and ultimate end; 
that it gradually toads to this end, and will not fail of its 
accomplishment, when fully completed. Some, in con- 
sequence of its operation, as conducted by the Son of 
God, will be disposed and enabled in this present state to 
make such improvements in virtue, (the only rational 
preparative for happiness,) as that they shall enter upon 
the enjoyment of it in the next state. 

Others, who have proved incurable under the means 
which have been used with them in this state, instead of 
being happy in the next, will be awfully miserable ; not 
to continue so finally, but that they may be convinced of 

* Sketch of all Denominations, pp. 172, &c. 

♦ Dictionary of all Religions — Art. Universalisis, 
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Eheir folly, and recovered to a virtuous frame of mind; and 
AfawiO be the efiect of the future torments upon many, 
Aie consequence whereof will be their salvation, after 
bring thus fitted for it.^ 

•• And there may be yet other states, before the scheme 
of God maj be pertected, and mankind universally 
cored of tiieir moral disorders; and in this way qualified 
{or, and finally instated in eternal happness. But, how^- 
ever many states, some individuals of the human species 
may pass through, and of however long continuance 
thi^ may be, the whole is intended to subserve the grand 
design of Universal happiness, and will finally terminate 
in it, insomuch, that the Son of God, and Saviour of men, 
wiH not deliver up his trust into the hands of the Father, 
vho committed it to him, till he has discharged his obli- 
gations in virtue of it; having finally fixed all men in 
Heaven, when Grod will be all in aW." (1 Cor. xv. 28.) 
' A few of the arguments made use of in defence of 
ttiis system, are as follow: — I, Christ died not for a select 
tnimber of men only, but for mankind vniversaUy^ and 
trithout exception or limitation. For the sacred writers 
are angularly empfaatical in expressing this truth. They 
ipeak not only of Christ's " dying for us,^* ^^for owr sins;** 
^*jbr simiersy*^ ^for the ungodly,'* ^^for the unjust^* but af- 
firm in yet more extensive terms, that " lie died for the 
worU^ for *' the whole w<yrW — ^that " he gme his life a 
ransom far all** — " his flesh for the life of the world," 
** that he is the propitiation for our sins, and not ours only^ 
hvJt alsofw the sins of the whole world;** and a variety of 
other passages. 

If Christ died for all, it is far more reasonable to be- 
lieve, that the whole human kind, in consequence of his 
death, will finally be saved, than that the greatest part of 
them should perish. More honor is hereby reflected on 
God; greater virtue is attributed to the blood of Christ 
shed on the cross; and instead of dying in vaii^ as to 
any real good, wWch will finally be the event, with res- 
pect to the greatest part of mankind, he will be made to 
die for the best and noblest purposes, eveu the eternal 

4 



S8 EVANGELIST'S MANUAL. 

happiness of a whole world of intelligent and moral I 
ings. 

As our present limits, preclude the possibili^ of cc 
tinning the important remarks contained on this subje 
we shall only notice the general propositions of I 
Chauncey, respectfully referring the interested reac 
to the work itself, or to the select passages of M 
Adams' interesting Dictionary. 

IL It is the purpose of God, according to his go 
pleasure, that mankind universallyy in consequen 
of the death of his son Jesus Christ shall certaii 
and finally be saved, see Rom. v. 12 to the ei 
viil from 19 to 24th verses. Coloss. i. 19, 20, Ephes, 
9, 10, 1 Tim. 2, 4, &c. 

III. As a mean in order to men's being made meet i 
salvation,{God will, sooner or later, in this state, or anot 
er, reduce them all under a willing and obedient subjc 
tion to his moral government, see 1 John, iii. 8. John, 
29, Matth. i. 21, Psalms viil 5, 6, as explained and { 
gued from, Heb. ii. 6, 9, Philip, ii. 9, 11, 1 Corinth, z 
24, 28, &c. 

IV. The Scripture language concerning the reduce 
or restored, in con8e(]pence of the mediatory interj: 
sition of Jesus Christ, is such as leads us to concluf 
that it is comprehensive of all mankind universally. 6 
Rev. V. 13, Acts iii. 19, 21, also the quotations contai 
ed in the first section of this Manual, entire. 

Appended to this article. Miss Adams had introduc 
a few *' of the arguments alledged to support the etem 
of future pumshmerU. The sacred Scriptures expresi 
oeclare, that the punishment of the finally impend 
shall be e(ema/."* The texts which follow are quoted 
prove this position:— -Matth. xxv. 46, xviii. 8, 9. Ma 
IX. 45, 46. 2 Thess. i. 9. 2 Peter il 17. Jude 13. Ri 
xiv. 11, xix. 3, XX. 10. Again, concerning the i 
against the Holy Spirit: Matth. xiL 31, 32. Mark iii. % 

*We inquire can any remain ^^ finally impenitenV* after ba?l 
been taught of God and brought into subjection to Christ, according 
the solemn promises in the GospeP-^Reason replies in the negatiV' 
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89. Luke xii. 10. 1 John xv. 16. These texts are com- 
mented upon at large in the work of Edwards against 
Chauncet, and Johnson on Everlasting Punishment. 

As we shall in the following section, say something of 
the improper rendering and application of the Greek 
wordy which has occasioned more controversy in the 
Christian world, than any other word in the whole Bible; 
and which in truth, according to the manner in which it 
is received, seems to act, somewhat like the nitrous oxide, 
revealing to the world, the latent dispositions of each of 
the contending parties, we shall pass onto the comple- 
tion of the present section without further comment. 

** The Universalists teach the doctrine of Election^ but 
not in the exclusive Calvinistic sense of it; they suppose, 
that God! has chosen some for the good of all; and that 
his final purpose towards all is intimated by his calling his 
elect ibe first bomy and the first firuits of his creatures, 
which say they, implies other branches of his family, and 
a future in-gathering of the harvest of mankind." 

** They teach also that the righteous shall have part ia 
the first resurrectbn, shall be blessed and happy and be 
made Priests and Kings to God and to Christ in the mil- 
lenial kingdom, and that over them the second death shall 
have no power ; that the wicked will receive a punish- 
ment apportioned to their crimes ; that punishment itself 
is a mediatorial work and founded upon mercy, conse- 
quently, that it is a means of humbling, subduing and fi- 
nally reconciling the sinner to God." 

They add, " That the words rendered everlastingy eter- 
ncUj for every and /or ever and ever in the Scriptures, are 
frequently used to express the duration of things that 
have ended or must end : and if it is contended, that these 
words are sometimes used to express proper eternity; 
they answer, that the subject with which the words are 
connected must determine the sense of them; and as 
there is notWng in the nature of pumshment which can 
be considered as a reason why it should be endless, they 
infer, that the above words ought always to be taken in a 
limited sense when connectedwitib the infliction of miseiy." 
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** They suppose the Universal doctrine to be most con« 
sonant to the perfections of Deity, most worthy of the 
character of Christ as the mediator ; and that th€ Scrip- 
tures cannot be made consistent with themselves upon 
any other plan. They teach ardent love to God, peace, 
meekness, candour and Universal love to men, are the 
natural result of their views."* 

As among other Christian sects, so among Universalists 
there are various shades of difference, as hinted in our 
Preliminary Observations. The Universalists properly 
so called, are those who adhere to the Primitive, Apostolic 
Faith and make the Holy Bible the rule of all their ac- 
tions ; adhering rigidly to those Scripture doctrines that 
are considered by all classes of consistent Christians es- 
sential to salvation. In truth, the real Universalist differs 
from other Christians on no one point of Scripture doc- 
trine, except it be in their manner of receiving and ex- 
plaining those doctrines. And this is a privilege which 
they conceive to be the right of every man who is ac- 
countable to God alone for his reli^ous faith and opinions. 

Beside the number of classes called Universalists, as 
distinguished in our Preliminary Observations, Dr. Mo- 
sheim ^ves an account of a class which arose in the be- 
ginning of the seventeenth century, and that are distin- 
guished as '^the hypothetical Universalists," and more 
conmionly, " Frencn Reformers." 

" The doctors of Saumar revived a controversy that 
had for some time been suspended, by their attempts to 
reconcile the doctrine of predestination as it had been 
taught at Geneva and confirmed at Dort, with the senti- 
ments of those,**^(the Primitive Universalists, see page 20,) 
** who represent the Deity as offering the displays of his 
goodness and mercy to all mankind." This reformed 
Church accepted the following proportions, as prepared 
by the learned and sagacious Amyraut, the author of the 
system of reconciliation. 

•* That God desires the happiness of all men, and that 

* Eraos' Sketch, pp. 172, 177. 
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mortal is excluded by am divine decree, from the ben- 
3 that are procured by the death, sufferings and Gos- 
of Christ." 

'That however, none can be made a partaker of the 
jsings of the Grospel and of eternal Salvation ; unless 
believe in Jesus Christ." (John viii.-24. Mark xvi. 16.) 
'That such indeed is the immense and universal good- 
s of the Supreme Being, that he refuses to none the 
rer of believing ; though he does not grant to all his 
stance and succour that they may wisely improve 
power to the attainment of everlasting Salvation ; 
' And that, in consequence of this, multitudes perish 
)ugh their own fault and not from any want of good- 
3 m God !" 

' Those who embraced this doctrine were called Uni- 
jalists because they represented God as willing to show 
rcy to all mankind ; and hypothetical Universalists 
ause the condition of faith in Christ was necessary to 
der them the objects of his mercy."* 
leader — ^would you know the great cause of offence 
inst other Christian denominations with which the 
iversal doctrine is charged ? It is chiefly this, that 
iversalists have dared to believe Grod, and to represent 
I " as willing to show mercy to all mankind ;" Dr. 
sheim says, " the more I examine this reconciling sys- 
i, the more I am persuaded that it m no more tlian 
ninianism or Pelagianism artfully dressed up and in- 
liously covered with a half transparent veil of specious 
ambiguous expressions ; and this judgment is con- 
led by the language that is used in treating this sub- 
t by the modern followers of Amyraut, who express 
ir sentiments with more courage, plainness and per- 
;uity, than the spirit of the times permitted their mas- 

to do."t 

rhese sentiments of Unhrersal benevolence "were not 

y received in all the Universities of the Hugonots in. 

Mosh. Eccl. Hist toI. it. pp. 83, 84. 

lb. id. p. 84, with reference to " Aynion Actes des Synodes Nn- 

aux dfs E'liscs Reformcet en Ftbixicc^Xqtxv, \\» V^»W\^^if^* 
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France, and adopted by divines of the highest note in that 
nation, but also spresicl themselves' as far as Geneva and 
were afterwards &seniinated by the French Protestants, 
who fled from the rage of persecution through all the re- 
formed Churches of Europe. And they now are so gene- 
rally received that few have the courage to oppose or de- 
cry them."* Among those who fled from these Religious 
persecutions may be numbered the descendants of the 
Grerman Baptists, who are called in America, Tunkers, 
or Dunkers, who deny the eternity of future punishments, 
and believe that the souls of the just are employed in 
preaching the Gospel to those who have had no revela- 
tion in this life. They baptize by immersbn and are 
bence, General Baptists and Universalists. In other 
parts, particularly in Ireland, Dr. Rust, Bishop of Dro- 
more, published an essay in defence of the doctrine of 
Universal Redemption. In England the Rev. Jeremiah 
White has published a volume m its defence. The 
. Chevalier Ramsay in his elaborate work "The Phi- 
losophical principles of natural and revealed Religion," 
espouses it. Arch-Bishop Tillotson, in one of his ser- 
mons, supposes future punishment to be of limited dura- 
tion, as does Dr. Burnet, master of the. Charter House, 
in his book " on the state of the dead." Dr. Newton, 
Bishop of Bristol, in his "Dissertations ;" Mr. Stonehouse, 
Rector of Islington, the Rev. Mr. Brown of the Church 
of England, have all written in support and defence of 
this benevolent doctrine ; also, Simpson in his work on 
** Future Punishment," Petitpierre, on " the Government 
of Moral Agents ;" Dr. Huntington in his " Calvinism 
Improved," Dr. Fessendenin his'** Science of Sanctity," 
Mr. James Relly in his work termed "Union," Dr. Hart- 
ly in his profound"* work "On Man," Mr. Richard 
Wright, of Wisebach, England, in his " Treatise on A- 
tonement," and " the Eternity of hell torments indefen- 
sible," the Rev. Mr. Harris, of Liverpool, in a volume 
of Sermons, Mr. Broughton at the close of his " Disserta- 
tions on Futurity," Mr. Elhanan Winchester, iu bis 

""HccL Hist. p. 63, 
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'^Lectures on the Prophecies," and in his " Dialogues on 
Universal Restoration," Mr. Wm. Vidler in liis contro- 
versy with Messra, Fuller and Fisher,* ably advocate 
this doctrine. 

The Pious Bishop Watson, in his charge delivered to 
the Clergy of the diocess of Landaff m 1784, says, " what 
need is there that we should calumniate and detest one 
another, because we cannot agree in our notions con- 
cerning Christ ! he is the seed of the woman whose of- 
fice it is to bruise the serpent's head, the seed of Abraham, 
in \f hom all the nations of the earth were to be blessed ; 
the last Adam in whom aU are to be made alive; the 
Son whom the Father sent to be the Saviour of ihe. 
World ; the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of 
the world ; the advocate who now liveth to make inter- 
cession for us ; the Judge who will at the last day reward 
every man according to his works," &c. and this is pre- 
cisely the faith and the language of every sincere " Bible 
Universalist." The Rev. and Pious John Wesley, whose 
devotion to the cause of vital religion is undoubted, and 
whose labours have been blessed in every part of the 
world, both preached and printed in favour of Universal 
Redemption.! 

In Scotland, Mr. Purvis, of Edinburgh, and Mr. Smith, 
M. P. in his able work " on the principles of Divine Go- 
vernment," writes favourably of this doctrine. In Ame- 
rica, the learned Dr. Chauncey, hi liis work entitled 
" The mystery hid from ages and generations made ma- 
nifest by flie Gospel Revelation," &c. but more com- 
monly known by its title "Salvation of all Men;" the reve- 
rend and most devout John Murray, Pastor of tjie First 
Universalist Church, Boston, in " His Life, Letters,, and 
Sketches of Sermons," in five volumes ; the Rev. Hosea 
Ballou, of Boston, in his admirable work " On Atone- 
ment," " Notes and Illustrations on the Parables," ** Doc- 

tnnal Controversy," and a volume of Sermons, have each 
_ • 

* See Unirersalists Miscellany, from Ist to 4th vol. 
t Adams' Diet, of all Religions. Evans' Hist, of Christ, Denom. p. 
160. Dr. Dalcho't Church of South C&rolvw^^V* ^^^- 
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most ably advocated this genuine Gospel doctrine. Ma- 
ny other \vriters of note might be mentioned, but these 
must suffice us here. We close this section with the 
following extract flrom Dwight's Travels in the North of 
Germany : 

"The doctrine of the eternity of Juture punishments^^ 
says the learned author, ^ is almost universally rejected, 
I have seen but one person in Germany, who believed it, 
and 6m/ one other whose mind was wavering on the sub- 
ject. Many of them acknowledge that the New Testa- 
ment, seems to inculcate this doctrine^ but they find it, as 
they say, so irreconcilable with our ideas of the infinitely 
benevolent Being whom God has revealed himself to be, 
that if they believed in His perfections, they must reject 
the doctrine" [of the eternity of future punishment] 

" Some of them with whom I have conversed, appear to 
be eminent for their piety. I have never seen any Chris- 
tian, who seemed to me to have a deeper sense of the 
odiousness of sin in the sight of God, or whose hearts 
beat with a more ardent gratitude to our Saviour, for the 
great redemption He has made for fallen man. I know 
of no example of humility, greater than those exhibited 
by some of these gentlemen ; or more elevated views of 
the character of God, than you discover in their conver- 
sation. So far as an opinion can be formed of them 
from their reputation, we must look in vain for brighter 
examples of piety, than they exhibit. They certainly ma- 
niiest a greater sph^it of love, for those who diflfer from 
them, than is found in most of our sects ; and they feel 
very unwilling to shut the gates of heaven ogamst all 
those who do not believe every article of their Creed. In 
this charity and love, the Christians of most Protestant 
countries, wotdd do well to imitate them.^^* 

We add, that the sincere Universalist desires to love 
the Lord theu' God with all their heart, and with all their 
soul, and with all their mind — and secondly, "Their 
neighbours as themselves." (Matt. xxii. 37, 39.) 

^ See Lutheran Magazine, for August, 1829. Vol.iii. pp. 16.7, 153.. 
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SECTION IV. 

TAc Doctrines and Tenets of the Church explained. 

On the (Bstmguishing doctrines and tenets of the 
Church, termed, ^^ Evangelist/^ or the Primitive, Aposto- 
lic and Catholic Church of Trinitarian Universalists." 

We are not ignorant, that there are various classes of 
UmversalistSy whose sentiments of the World's Redeem- 
er, differ very materially from ours, others again less ma- 
terially; and we may say the same of all the numerous 
sects, or denominations of Particdist BeUevers, or those 
who deny the ^noZ salvation of all men^ some of these, dif- 
fer very materially from us on this particular doctrine, 
others again less materially; while upon those funda- 
mental doctrines of the Gogpel, and that are considered 
essential to salvation; they are found not to differ from 
us as to ftwjts themselves; but only as to their modes of 
receiving and explaining those facts: therefore, as being 
bound in Christian charity, the principal trait in our Uni- 
versal doctrine; as well as from a principle of unaffected 
rincerity in our desires and prayers for the final happi-- 
ne9s of all men, to do to each of these sects, or denomina- 
tions, the justice to believe, that they thus differ from us» 
on these points, from a firm conviction of the correctness 
and soundness of their faith: we also, from a similar con- 
viction on our parts, and influenced by conscientious mo- 
tives, reject as errcyrs, the doctrines of those, who deny 
the essential divinity of the Son of God! as also those, 
who deny the Universality and infallible efficacy of the 
atonement. And holding as we do, the belief, that man- 
kind in general, and Christians particularly, "are ac- 
.countable to God alone, for their religious opinions," 
while we thus publicly avow ourfcdth, as differing in sev- 
eral material and and important points, from that of oth- 
er Christian Churches, we presume neither to censure, to 
judge nor to condemn them; nor would we desire of 
them more, than to exercise the same Christian charity 
toward us, and the doctrines and tenets, which we 
maintain, and which distinguish our Church from all the 
Beceding Churches in Chnstendom. 
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As believers in, and adherents to, the faith of the 
Primitive Church, and the doctrines of the Evangelists; 
we agree with the Apostles, with Origen, and all Aose 
early Fathers of the Church ah^ady enumerated, and 
with Winchester, Relly, Murray, Chg,uncey and all Bible 
Universalists, in the essential divinity of the Son of God! 
whose union with the Father, and by virtue of the union 
subsisting between Ilim and the human nature entirey his 
righteousness will ultimately through faith, be imputed to 
aU the members of his hody^ which are aU mankind^ and so 
aU mankind will finally be saved* And in order to pre- 
vent a misconception of our meaning, or the miscon- 
struction of our faith, we deem it advisable to express 
ourselves, more speciiScally with regard to our &>ctrine8 
and tenets as follows: — 

•And first of our Doctrines. The Doctrines of our 
Church, are wholly and entirely Scriptural; and do not 
consist of detached parts, or features of Scripture doc- 
trine; but embrace the whole and entire views of the 
Grpspel, in its fullest authorised sense^ embracing also the 
proper construction of them by the Disciples and Apos- 
tles of the Saviour, as set forth, in their Acts; and cx- 
.plained more at large ui then* Epistles to the first Chris- 
tian Churches, and for which reason, we consider our- 
selves members by faith, of the Primitive, Apostolic, and 
Catholic, or Universal Church of Christ! 

•And secondly of our Tenets. The tenets of our Church 
may be considered under the following general heads. 
1. Predestination, or Election, peculiar , special^ and um- 
versal. 2. Original sin. 3. The Universality of the 
atonement, and its mfallible efficacy. 4. Grace, free, and 
irresistable; and 5. Universal Redemption, as a conse-. 
quence of the Universality and mfallible efficacy of the 
atonement. And these tenets are comprehended in the 
following general propositions : 

1. That the prescience of the Creator having foreseen, 
all things whatsoever, that should come to pass; in tibe 

* See « Rellt*s Union," in which the union of Christ and his 
Church, is matt ably, 9in6 indisputably supported «iudptoNtd* 
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Miitude of Us wisdom, power and holiness united widi 
i justice, mercy and love; did foreordain, an ample, 
propriate, and infallible remedy for every possible 
ent and contingency. And having foreseen the fall of 
ui, and also foreknowing the infallible efficacy of the 
medy; for wise purposes permitted the fall of man,- 
di all its consequences and contingencies: That the 
me Jllmighty Prescience^ also foreseeing the faith of one 
rtion of mankind, and the stubborn unbelief of the re- 
linder, a remedy for which being also provided, as we 
Uect from the Scriptures of his truth; it must there- 
•e follow as a consequence that the Predestination and 
Ejection spoken of in these Scriptures, are not of that ex^ 
ishoe character^ in which the most part of Pariialist be- 
vers accept it as an article of their religious faith; that 
.ving regard to those final purposes of God in Christ, as 
p as those benevolent purposes have been revealed, we 
ilieve and maintain, that the doctrine of Election and 
redestinaOon is of a threefold character. — 1. Peculiar. 
Special, and 3. Universal. 1. Peculiar, as it relates to 
e person and offices of Christ; who, we consider to be 
e chosen or Elect property^ from among the essential prO" 
rOes of God; as the operative and manifesting princi- 
e, for the creation, preservation, and final salvation of 
1 men.^ 2. Special, as it relates to the chosen ambas- 
dors of God, the Prophets, Apostles, Evangelists, &c.t 
ho are to be Kings and Priests to God for ever; includ* 
g all those believers, who remain faithful unto death, 
id all infants and children, who die in childish inno- 
jnce.J These, we believe are they, of whom St. Paul 
tys, the living God is the special Saviour. § The remain- 
g portion of the human family are therefore included in 
at Election^ which we term UniversaLW Christ was 
ected for the pecuUar purposes of creation and salva^ 
yn: One for the good of tdl^ an in&Uible, Universal Sa^ 
our. The Prophets and Apostles were elected as am* 

* Matth. zii. 18, 21. Isaiah xlii. 1. 

f Epheg. IT. 11. 1 Corinth, xii. 4, 11. 

I Matth. xix. 13, 1». §lTim.iY.lO, W^^m^TA.^^. 
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bassadors, the first to proclaim the approaching manifes- 
tation and offices of Christ; the latter, to testify to the 
world, his advent, and to preach the Gospel of recondli- , 
ation to all nations, informing them, " that the grace of ^ 
God which bringeth scUvatUm to aU men. hath appeared." 
All however, are not elected to be Kings and Priests — 
there must be- some subjects^ so that the kingdom of 
Christ shall be perfect in all its departments. Hence it 
is, that some have been elected for the good of the whole, 
whose election according to the eternal purposes of God be- 
i$ig Universal; the fulfilment of all God's promises will 
be manifested, and thus, will be verified those conclusive 
passages, contained in our first section from the seventh 
to the twenty-third page, inchisively. 

2. That as a consequence of the fall of our first pa- 
rents, the human nature became in some degree estran- 
ged from its JMaker, losing the perfection of that image in 
which it had been created, and thus introducing sin into 
the world ; and by sin, death, temporal anid spiritual ; 
thereby entailing upon all their posterity, the moral imper- 
fections of their fallen nature, which has led to that de- 
pravity of judgment, which is more and more distinctly 
jseen by a retrospective view ; the farther we recede from 
the habits and vices of ci\ilized man, to those of the more 
iand more savage, barbarous, and uncivilized. That 
another consequence of this fall, was the utter incapa- 
bility of the human nature^ thus demoralized, to atone for 
its transgression, and to recover the perfection of that 
divine image which it had lost. That tins incapacity ren- 
dered the human nature subject to etemcd death; and 
which must inevitably have been the final consequence 
of original sin; and the actual transgressions resulting from 
the moral imperfection to which sin had reduced £e hu- 
man nature; had not the prescience of God foreseen, 
and his mercy and love provided, an ample, appropriate 
and infallible remedy therefor, as already expressed in 
the foregomg proposition. 

3. That as nothmg inferior to God can create, so nei- 
ther can any bebg inferior to (Jod destroy the ^oul o( 
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in ; and by parity of reasoning, neither can any being 
ferior to God, restore to the humaa iwAvrt that image of 
[hteousness and true holiness in which it hitd been cre- 
ed ; and that eternal Kfe to which it was the heir ap- 
jrent in its original nature, and which it had forfeited 
id lost by its fall. That the Scriptures do abundantly 
ove that a remedy had not only been pre-ordained, but 
ji also been actually applied; that the Holy Being 
!k> condescended in the vyiniiy of his love, to manifest 
nself to his rebellious creatures, and to take into union 
e human with the divine nature ; that the human nature, 
us sanctified, thus fortified with eternal life, might in 
e second Mamh^ restored with all his posterity to him- 
If, was no less than God in his invisible nature, but 
3thed with flesh as with a garment, he is made mani- 
Bt and visible, in aU the fullness of the Grodhead, as the 
ily wise God our Saviour.* 

That the remedy which the power of God and the m^- 
ym of God had predetermined, and afterward applied, 
indisputably both ample, appropriate, infallible, and Uni" 
rsai ; because, the character of the sacrifice and atone- 
ent is said to be, not only a propitiatory sacrifice for 
ir sins, evidently addressed by the Apostle to the efert^ 
r believers, but also for the sins of the whole world, inr- 
uding all mankind. We therefore believe and maintain, 
lat the Atonement was Universal, and Us efficacy is infal- 

4. That common observation proves the grace of God 
) be free for all men; and that it is also, in many instances 
bviously and undeniably irresistihle, but in a qualified 
snse of the term. "The grace of God that bringeth salva- 
on, hath appeared to all men."t We prefer the marginal 
eading, as being the more correct translation of the text ; 
ot, indeed, because it is more favorable to our Universal 
octrine, more confirmatory of our faith; for that, as we 
ave already shown, is supported by all the Scriptures, 
rhen properly understood ; but because it is more ob- 

* See Section V. Aiiom 3, to the end. t Titu8 iL 11. 

v5 
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viously expressh'e of the truth of the fact, as the readhig 
and its application will prove: — "The grace of God, 
tchich brbigeth salvatum to all men^ hath appeared." That 
the graces of the Spirit in Christ and in the Gospel, are 
intended for all wicti, is a glorious Scripture truth ; that 
it has been manifested, or has appeared, but nol yet to 
an meiij is a truth not to be denied. The text, therefore, 
wluch speaks of its having appeared to all men, is literal- 
ly incorrect, while the marginal translation, which speaks 
of "the grace which bringeth salvaiion to aU men,'*^ must 
be acknowledged to be literally correct That the grace 
of this Spirit is operative, convincing the world of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment : teaching us that, deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world ; that iruthj 
to the honest, the candid, and unprejudiced mind, is in 
fact irresistible ; the Spirit, taking the things of Jesus, and 
showing them to the people, they are convicted, con- 
vinced, constrained to receive the truth in righteousness. 
Here the grace may be said to be irresistible^ because it 
reproves the individual to his conviction, convincing him 
of sin, of righteousness and of judgment ; and thus agree- 
ably coerces the mind to a willing and joyful acknow- 
ledgement and acceptance of the righteousness which is 
of faith in Jesus Christ, and of the gift of eternal life in 
him. And this, preceded by the previous operations of 
the Spirit, producing contrition of heart, and sincere re- 
pentance towards God, is what we understand of con- 
version^ regenercUion or the being "born again of the sp- 
rit"— of being "baptized with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire." 

That some men may, and do, resist this grace, to their 
own condemnation, is no less lamentable than true : the 
moral imperfection of man, the prejudices of education, 
or the want of it, the force of habit, and the deep-seated 
love of the world and its enjoyments, operate with strong, 
renewed and increasing force against this heavenly grace; 
and we thus resist, even contrary to our reason and better 
Judgment The grace is nevertheless /re6 for all; and 
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believe in the fullness of time it will prove trremttble 
a22 men^ and finally efiect the sobna^n of all. 
5. "That the Spirit, in the word of God, speaks of the 
vadon of Grod ; which salvation was begun, carried on, 
3 finished by the Redeemer. But again, the same 
ird speaks of owr scUvcUion, which is consequent upon 
r believing what the word and spirit declares, respect- 
; the scUvation wrought out by Jesus Christ." That the 
vation of God is of that character which renders it in- 
lible and universal in time and in eternity ; that it is 
iCtcUly^ mamfestly, or visibly applied to believers in this 
I, as a consequence of theu* faith in this grace ; " and 
:hat peace which is preached to those who are nigh, 
d to those who are afar off.*' That our salvation "is 
it knowledge which fills the heart of the believer with 
BLce and joy in believing." That both are, however, 
J work of God — the one accomplished in and by Jesu3 
irist, the other begun and carried on in the heart by the 
arit of God, and completed when we are admitted into 
} Divine presence, "where faith is lost in sight, and hope 
full fruition." 

That the whole human nature being the property of 
xl, he only had the right of their disposal. "Behold, 
Eth the Lord, all souls are mine ; but all that the Father 
fli, he hath given to the Son. Indeed, all things were 
lie for Aim, as well as by hm, and he is the heir of all 
ings. The heathen is his inheritance, and the utter- 
Dst parts of the earth his possession." Thus, the whole 
man nature is the property of God. It is true, the indi- 
luals of this nature have sold themselves for nought ; 
it they are redeemed : the price, the ransom price, is 
id for them. True, they have made a covenant with 
ath, and an agreement with hell ; but the right of dis- 
•sal not being m themselves, their covenant with death 
all be broken, their agreement with hell shall not stand. 
lie Saviour of the world, will lead captivity captive. 
. the first and most glorious sense, he hath already ac- 
Anplished this divine purpose, when he ascended ux^ on 
jh, Jeadingr captivity capfrre, a^<\\w5ttw^#^^^^'®K^^ 
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yea, even for the rebellious, that God might dwell among 
them." — (Murray.) 

That, although a failure on the part of men, in conse- 
quence of unbelief, is a proof of their lost condition, as it 
respects tlieir salvation in this Ufe^ and subjects them to 
the pains and penalties consequent thereupon, it is never- 
theless certain, that the scdvatian of God, wliich, from its 
very nature, design and character, and as a remedy pro- 
vided for the worst consequences of the fall, is still um- 
versal and infallible ; and will finally accomplish its glo- 
riously benevolent object, the salvation of all men. That 
the doctrine of universal redemption, or the final restora- 
tion of all men to holiness and happiness, is so frequently 
and forcibly implied, so strongly indicated, and so clearly 
and distinctly expressed in the Scriptures, that we have 
been constrained to believe in, and to accept it, as the 
most glorious feature of the gospel doctrine, as every 
way worthy of, and honourable to iJad, as the "Father of 
the spirits of all flesh," and as a doctrine of the Prinufive 
Apostolic Church of Christ. 

^ Having thus given a brief but candid outline of the doc- 
trines and tenets of our Church, together with an equally 
brief outiine of the propositions comprehended in them, 
we now earnestly invite our readers of every sect or de- 
nomination of Christians, to a serious investigation of tli^ 
important subject, as a duty which they owe to God, to 
themselves, to us, and to the human family at lai^e. Wc 
entreat them to consider, 

1. That to belong to an Established^ a Presbyterian^ a 
Saptisty or a Methodist Church, is no positive proof (^ 
Christiamty, any more than being of the Umversdiis 
faith is a proof of Infidelity ; that there ever has been^.i3! 
and, we confidentiy believe, ever will be, as devout am 
holy Christians among UniversalistSy properly so caUd 
as among any other class of professing Christians, how- 
ever high their claims to pre-eminence in point of Ev^ 
. gelical religion may seem to place them, in their ownmfif 
ionsy above Christian Univcrsalists : and tiiat,"^ althoiud 
weprotessy and rejoice in the profession, of being W^ 
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XJinkotmaltBU^ we are aware, that the name of Umoetzal^ 
%BiB^ devoid o{ vital pietyy will no more entitle us to salva- 
tion, tlian any other name, whether Churchman, Pres- 
byterian, Baptist, or Methodist ; some of which denomi- 
nations have not been sparing in iheir unqualified abuse 
of Universalisfs ; not having as much Christian candour 
and charity in their zeal, as to consider and allow, that 
all are not Christians who are called UrwoersaHUtSy as they 
themselves well know that all are not Christians who 
have numbered themselves even among either of the fore- 
going denominations. 

We turn from this unpleasant subject, lest this intend- 
ed rebuke of ours, should be construed into a desire of 
rendering " railing for railing ;" and proceed to say, that, 
to reject tins doctrine, will be, in truth and in fact, the 
rejection of a very large portion, and a very prominent 
feature of the entire Scripture doctrines, and renders 
them, not only inconsistent and contradictory, but abso- 
lutely irreconcilable ; that by accepting this as a gospel 
doctrine, these contradictions are proved to have been 
only apparent, and they are made to harmonize in all 
their parts and constructions, as doth the glorious attri- 
butes of then* Divine head and founder. 

It has been already remarked, (page 39,) that the 
words rendered in the English versions of the Bible, 
^^everlastmgy eternal^ for every and /or ever and ct^cr," have 
been proved by the very ablest Biblical critics and lexi- 
cographers, to be derived from a Chreek word that has, in 
its ori^nal, a meaning, that (depending upon the subject 
with wWch it is connected in the Scriptures,) is either 
dejmite or mdefitwte. The Greek word, in the singular, is 
**aMm,** the literal rignification of which is, "an age.^ In 
the plural, it is ^^aionsj^ or "ag«5;" consequenSy, the 
adjective ^^aionion,^ is literally ^^an age of aget^^ a period, 
or periods of the world, such as the Mamk age, whose 
penod may be computed from Adam to Moses ; the JMb- 
tmc age, or dispensation^ wluch lasted from Moses to 
Cbrist ; and lastly, the Christian age or dispensation^ whose 
«Bn)cise fibuts, or period, is yet in futurity. 
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The Jeicish Doctors^ in Iheir remarks upon this word 
in the Hebrew, have assigned to it the following limits : 
Firsty as it regards the world, it served to distinguish the 
periods of the former and present dispensations. Before 
the coming of the Messiah, they considered the word 
^^cdovC^ as applying itself to the period of the world from 
Adam to Christ, and which they distinguished as ^Hlit 
uorld that now isJ^ While, secondly, the appearance of 
die Messiah was to be distinguished as a new age of the 
world, in which righteousness and true holiness would 
abound; when men should no longer worship idols, but 
the true and living God, &c. And hence, they dis- 
guished the Christian age, by terming it " the world to 
come^^'^ and the Monde ernd Mosaic dispensations, as the 
old world; whence the present, or Christian dispenscttimiy 
is called "tAe new worZd,"t ^-C- 

As the character of our Heavenly Father is consistent 
in all his glorious attributes, the Scriptures, which are 
the revelations of lus Spirit, are unquestionably intended 
to be in accordance with his glorious character. All 
classes of Christians acknowlec^e the canonical books 
of the Old and New Testaments to be the revelations of 
his Divine will, to holy men, in the diflFercnt ages and dis- 
pensations of the world. We now seriously ask, upon the 
Christian sincerity, candor and veracity of all rational sec- 
tarians, if,by thdr various methods of explaining the Scrip- 
tures, they can, upon any sound and correct principle, 
comparing the passages quoted in the first twenty-two 
pages of this Manual, with other passages, (particularly 
those which they have variously diosen aa the basb of 
theu' doctrines,) show any thing like consistency in the 
Scriptures ? We aver, they cannot : and as we are not 
satisfied with any of the ailments hitherto made use d^ 
to evade this important pomt ; and finding that neither 

*Ilpbin8oa*8 Ghreek Lexicon — Art. a^iow, 

f See, also, Scarlet, Campbell, Whiston, Chauncey, Winchejster, 
Murray, Kneelapd, and other Greek scholars and lexicograhers, on 
this word. Tb« BasilididiiiDs also consider the term to mean a limit- 
ed duration. 
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Calvinistic nor Arminian writers have been able, accord- 
ing to their doctrines and tenets, to reconcile the Holy 
Scriptures in all their parts, as hath been plainly proved, 
(page 35,) we have preferred that mode of explaining 
the entire Smptwes^ which at once renders thero consist- 
ent in all their parts, and by which they are made to har- 
momze, without the least discordance ; and not only so, 
we feariessly aver, that according to the views and ex- 
planations of "conmten^ CkrisHan UmoersaUais,^ the sa- 
cred canons of the Holy Scriptures present themselves to 
the understanding of all unprejudiced minds, as they truly 
are, the Divine Revelations of "the only wise God our 
Saviour,'' whose glory is, by this doctrine, as fully sus- 
tained, as it is possible for human expressions to de- 
scribe it 

From along, intimate, and comparatively happy inter- 
course with members of various sects of Chri^ians, we 
.have found many who cannot cordially assent to the doc- 
trines and tenets of their respective societies ; but continue 
their attendance and membership, merely from the force 
of education, habit, and an unwillmgness to disoblige their 
friends j they reprobate the doctrine of the etermty offu" 
ture pumskmerUi and believe, as we do, in the jmcd saJva^ 
turn of aU men. This conduct is inconsistent; because 
there is nothing in the doctrine of final salvation, as found- 
ed upon the Scriptures, of which any man, or sects of 
men,. have any need to be afraid or ashamed. On the 
Gonti^ry, there is every thing embraced in the doctrines 
and tenets of the c(msi8tent Unwersalistj of which the most 
pious and devoted Christian might, and must be, most 
.properly and justly proud. And we solemnly call upon 
our opponents to investigate the principles of our Faith, 
4o compare our doctrines with those of the Scriptures of 
Truth ; and as we are confident that they are such as are 
approved of our Grod, we are not disposed to shrink from, 
or to tremble for the issue of the most critical investiga- 
tion of man. In truth, we demand, rather than shun, the 
honest exanunation of our religious principles. 

We know, from many years' experience, that this 
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Evangelical Doctrine is not properly understood ; airi 
we feariessly assert, that when properly understood, it 
would be impossible for any rational being to withhold 
their assent to its truth, without rejecting a large portion 
of the Prophecies, and promises of the Scriptures ; and 
we here venture to prove our assertion. The Umcersal- 
istSy properly so ccdledy that is, those who adhere to the 
Primitive, Apostolic and Catholic doctrines of Christ, and 
his nnmediate Disciples and Apostles, as will be seen by 
their articles of Faith, not only beUeve inaUthe Scr^ural 
commands that are deemed necessary or essenlkd to ^ofoo/fon, 
\but they accept the whole and entire doctrines of the 
Bible, in their correct and consistent translation, as the 
rule of their faith and practice. They are, therefore, 
found to differ from all other Christians, on two paints 
aloney neiliier of which, they believe, are essential to 
salvation. 

On the doctrine of "Election and Reprobation," they 
differ from CaJvinists, (page 46,) in taking a view of this 
doctrine, more honourable to God, more in accordance 
with his glorious perfections, more consonant with his im- 
partial justice, and eternal, unchangeable love, and more 
satisfactory to the reason and understanding of benevo- 
lent and unprejudiced men. And on the doctrine of the 
"Eternity of hell torments,** they differ from all sects 
and denominations of Christians, who believe, advocate, 
preach and defend it ; and pronounce the doctrine to be 
an error, originating, primarily^ from the imperfect know- 
ledge, vague interpretation, and improper application of 
a single Greek loordy as has been previously noticed and 
explained ; and generally y from an iinproper, morbid con- 
ception of the moral and infinite perfections of the Deity, 
which are viewed and judged of, by the various standards 
of their own imperfect inferences and conclusions ; or 
else, from being either too ignorant, or indolent, to ex- 
amine for themselves, they accept those doctrines that 
approach more nearly to their conceptions of Christiani- 
ty, tiian some others, satisfying themselves with the falla« 
cious hope of being secure, by attachmg themselves to 
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oue or other of the numerous and most popular sects of 
professing Christians. 

But at the same time, we do most sincerely believe, 
that there always have been, and that there still arc, many 
truly pious and sincere persons, in each of those divisions 
of the Christian Church, who conscientiously believe in 
the doctrine of exclusive election, and in the eternity of fu- 
ture punishment. All that we require of such sincere per- 
sons, is, to allow us the Christian liberty of exercising our 
Religbus iFaith in peace ; and Ave do most cordially in- 
vite them to consider the true import and meaning of the 
word, which has led them to the adoption of a doctrine, 
which, should it eventually prove itself to be literally what 
they have concluded it to be, must, as long as there re- 
mains one drop of the milk of human kindness in their 
nature, one spark of Divine love in their souls, or one ray 
of Christian charity in their hearts, prove a source of con- 
tinued cdsquietude to their minds, whenever they set them- 
selves seriously to reflect upon this solemn and awful 
subject 

For ourselves, feeling that we are accountable to God 
alone for our religious sentiments and opinions, we have 
resolved, that whenever the Greek word {aion, an age,) 
which bias been rendered into English, "forever," or " ev- 
erlasting;*' or its derivative, {aioniony an age of ages) also 
rendered into English, " eternal, everlasting, forever and 
ever," occur in the Scriptures, in connexion with the ari- 
ery threatenings of God against his rebellious creatures; 
in all these, and in accordance with the original, literal, 
and correct import and meaning of these words, and also 
mfull faith of the assurance of God, that "his anger en- 
dureth jjut for a moment, but his tender mercy forever 
and ever," we understand and accept these words in thdr 
liniited and definite sense ; that is to say, an age^ or an age 
ofages^iltie precise pqripd of whose lunits, or duration, is 
necessarily left with Deity to determine. 

So, also, when the same words occur in connexion 
with Deity, or any oC lus glorious and immutable attri- 
butes, his justice, his love, iSstend^T iw^\(£\^'a>^^isA\s»»'®^- 
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ration, here indeed is no ambiguity ; these are each and 
all of them eternal as he is eternal ; on these occasion^ 
there is no rational grounds for doubt, because they are 
applied to, and connected with subjects whose eternal ■ 
happiness is unquestionably the design of Grod ; and in ' 
this sense, they at once convey to the mind of the crea- ;; 
ture, the solemn and undeniable truth, that Grod is love ; ■■ 
that he is good to all ; that his tender mercy is over all his ^ 
woiks, and endureth forever ; that he will have all men to ■* 
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. | 
And we humbly conceive, tliat in proportion to the trute ■' 
knowledge, and extension of the correct applications of ' 
these words, among the serious inquirers after truth, there 
win be an increase of that faith, and of that hope, found- 
ed on Christian charity or love, which, by the Divine aid, 
will not fail of extending the Kingdom of the Redeemer 
in the earth, and myriads of souls, more eagerly embrace 
"the faith which was once delivered unto the samts," than 
now ; a consummation devoutly to be desired by every 
benevolent heart, and most devoutly to be prayed for, by 
all who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity. 



SECTION V. 

dn Essay in svj^ort and defence of the Doctrme oftht 

« Holy, tmdwided Trinity:' 

" Is the Lord's hand waxed short? " Is any thing too 
hard for the LordT — ^This Elssay, like the prece&ig, 
has grown out of the necessity of self-defence. As be- 
lievers in, and advocates for the Scripture doctrine of 
the fined satvatUm of all men; a consummation which can- 
not be otherways than the ardent and sincere desire of 
every benevolent heart, is a doctrine that has been, nev- 
ertheless, most violently assailed by other denonunations 
of professing Christians;* who, without patient inveati- 

* See, Charleston Observer. The AnU-UnirersaUit, and other Fab- 
lic Journals. 
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ation, denounce in the most unqualified tennsi all who 
[laiutain this faith, as supportmg the doctrine of Devils; 
srhen in truih, there is no Scripture doctrine more dread- 
d by Devils, than is that, which deprives them of all 
lope of forever triumphing over that nature, which the 
^.rch-Fiend has estranged from its Maker and God! As 
Trinitarians they are condemned by Jlrians, Socinians, 
md Unitarians^ as Tritheists, Polytheists, and hence 
Idolaters. 

Thua assaikd on all hands, the Trinitarian Unitersat* 
st, has no alternative left him, but that of defending his 
faith, by an honest, dignified and candid appeal to the 
Christian world, for a fair and impartial hearing; or else, of 
[leing considered the adherents and advocates of a base- 
less theory, which has been founded in error, and per- 
iled in from obstinacy ; and for the belief and sup* 
port of which, he is not prepared "to render unto every 
one that asketh, the reason of the hope that is in him." 

And having in the preceeding sections, offered some 
weighty reasons for being the advocates of this doctrine, 
and associates in this faith; we shall in this, offer equally 
strong reasons, why we are Trinitarian UniversaHsts. In 
order to this, we shall enter freely and extensively upon 
such propositions, arguments and inferences, or deduc^ 
tions as proofs, that must, m their own intrinsic charac- 
ter, bid defiance to honest doubt or lawful contradiction, 
with regard to the validity of our faith in the eternal na- 
ture and essential divinity of the Son of God, and in sup^ 
port of our faith in the Trinity. 

That the general reader may be qualified to judge be- 
tween us and our opponents, we consider it necessary to 
explain the leading features of the Unitarian scheme, as 
derived from the most learned and popular vmters of 
their party, before we enter into our defence; together 
with tne full developement of the principles upon which 
that defence is founded. 

And here let it be remembered, that we mtend not to 
meet our opponents upon the ground of their being herci- 
tics and apostates from the true faith ; but a.% ^ceie^ 
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devoted Christians, whose sole object is that of Tnrf/i, 
to the comfort and satisfaction of their souls, and the 
glory of their God and His Christ ! We desire to meet 
them as Christians, in the mild spirit of Christian feeling 
and sympathy ; and while we consider them to have over- 
looked those truths that have permanently fixed our faith 
as Trinitarians, and are conscious, that fliey have erred 
on this subject, and that theu-s has been an error of the 
head and not of the heart ; with this conviction, we 
should violate our own profession of universal charity, 
were we to deny the conscientious Unitarian his claims 
to Christianity ; and we now offer to the candid conside- 
ration of our readers the theory of Unitarian Believers in 
the following abridged form : 

The Unitarian Faith consists in their belief — 1, "In 
the doctrine of God's Unity ; or, that there is one God, 
and ONE ONLY."* 2, " We object to the doctrine of the 
Trinity, that it subverts the Unity of God. According to 
this doctrine there are three infinite and equal persons^ 
possessing supreme divinity, called the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost. Each of these persons, as described by 
Theologians, has his own particular consciousness, wiU, 
and perceptions."f 3, "We believe in the Unity of 
Jesus Christ. We believe that Jesus is one mvnd^ om 
souly one being, as truly as we are, and equally distinct 
from the one God," J "and inferior to God."§ And 
comparing the views of Trinitarians with regard to the 
nature and character of the Son of God, with their views, 
the Doctor says : "We esteem our own views to be vastly 
more affecting, especially those of us who believe in 
Christ's pre-existence. It is our belief that Christ's hu- 
miliation was real and entire ; that the whole Saviour, 
and not a part of him, suffered ; that liis crucifixion was 
a scene of deep and unmixed agony."|| 4, " We believe 
(hat all virtue has its foundation m the moral nature of 



* Dr. Channing's Srrmon, delivered at the ordination of the Rev. 
Jared Sparks, to the Pastoral care nf the First Independent Church 
in Baltimore, May 6th, 1819- 11th edition. Boston, 1824. p. 10. 

nh.id,p.}h ^Jb.id. p. 15. § p. 21. \\v>v.l9,20- 



EVANOteLISTW MANUAL. 61 

man ; that is, in conscience, or his sense of duty^ and m 
the power of forming his temper and life acconling to 
conscience.''* 5. " We do not mean to deny the im- 
portance of God's aid or Spirit : But, by his Spirit, we 
mean a moral, illmninating and persuasive influence, not 
physical, not compulsory, hot involving a necessity of vir- 
tue."t "We lay no stress on strong excitements : wc 
esteem him, and him (mly^ a pious man, who practically 
confonns to God's moral perfections and government; who 
shows Ks delight in God's benevolence, by loving and serv- 
ing his neighbor; his delight in God^s justice, by being re- 
solutely upright; his sense of God's |M/rffy, by regulating 
his thoughts imagpiations and desires ; and whose conver- 
sation, business, and domestic life, are swayed by a re- 
gard to Grod's presence and authority. In all things else, 
men may deceive themselves.":!^ 

We believe this to be a fair specimen of the faith of the 
Unitarian believer. There are, however, many shades of 
cUflference, on dififerent points of religious faith among 
these, as we shall presently show ; and in the mean time, 
take some notice of the theory of the Rev. Dr. Worces- 
ter. I| This learned and zealous Divine contends, also— 
1 , For the Unity of God. 2, The real divinity and glory 
of Christ S, That he is truly the Son of God , that he 
is not a created, intelligent being, but a being who proper- 
ly derived his existence and his nature from God ; that 
he is of Divine dignity ; that he is a constituted charac- 
ter; that he existed with God before he came into the 
world; that Divine honors are due to him, as God's own 
Son, on the ground of his Divine fullness, his Divine oflB- 
ces, his Divine works, gind as the constituted Lord of all. 
Judge and Saviour of the world : not, however, as God, 
but as the Son of God. 4, That by the Holy Spirit is in- 
tended the same as the ^^fulness of God;" and that the 
Holy Spirit is no2 a distinct person. § 

* Dr. Cbanning*8 Sermon, p. 27. t Ib^p 28. ^ lb. p. 29. 
|l« Bible Nev^s/' published by Bradford &i Read, 1818. 
§<' Unitarians/^ sajrg Miss Adtiins, "a c^imv'«^«MB»* \Kr«i^N»:- 
cJudiag a// who believe the Deity to »u\>%\%\. *w\ wie •pwift'tt. ^^^\ "*^ 
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'^Amongrt Unitarians, however, there are considera- 
ble shades of difference. Some believe that Jesus Christ 
was literally the Son of* God, as Isaac was the son of 
Abraham ; that he constituted the soul of Christ, and is 
next to God himself; and thus, from his dignity of cha- 
racter, gave efficacy to his atonement. These are called 
Arians. Others believe that he was only called the Son 
* of God in a, figurative sense, as being the first born of eve- 
ry creature; that he pre-existed in Heaven, in the highest 
Archangel form, and was united to the body w^hich God 
had prepared for him, and thus became the Messiah. 
These are called Pre-existents, Others again believe him 
to have been really and truly the Son of Joseph, as he is 
called in John i. 45. " We. have found him of whom 
Moses and the Prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph; or, as Peter styles him, amanap- 

E roved of God, by signs and wonders which God did by 
im ; that upon him was poured out the Spirit of God 
witliout measure ; that he is anointed with the oil of glad- 
ness above his y^Uoii?^; that he is our ei(icr6ro/Aer. They 
believe that he is the great prophet of the Most High! 
greater than Moses, greater than any of the prophets who 
preceded him, or than John, his forerunner, according to 
what Moses said, "A prophet shall the Lord your God 
raise up unto you, of your brethren, like unto me ; him 
shall ye hear in all .things." (Acts iii. 22.) They believe 
that he comes the Messenger from Grod, to announce his 
will to mortals; that he died a martyr to the truth of his 
religion, and arose from the dead as the proo^ the first 
fru& and earnest of the resurrection of mankind. These 
are called HumanUariansy because they believe in the 
simple humanity of Christ.*'* 

does not denote a believer in one -Cod only, but a believer in God in 
ont person only, in opposition to the Trinitarians.'* We, as Trinita- 
rians, believe " in one God in one person only;" that this one person 
is Jesus Christ, in whom dwelt all the entire fulness of the Invisible 
Deity from everlasting ; that he ever was, hjad ever will be invisible 
n> man, perhaps even to Angels, except in the person of Jesus Christ, 
his manifesting property. 

* Sermon on the Religious Opinioiis of the present day, by Thomai 
Orajr, A, M. 2d ed» Boston, 1622. pp.%»,^. 
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We coDBider the foregoing extracts as fidly sufficient 
to show the grades of difference amongst Unitarians ; and 
shall now proceed to offer a brief outline, or synopsis, of 
a Theory for explaining our doctrine of the Trinity; ac- 
companied by such arguments and deductions as are 
clearly authorised by the Scriptures, and are supported 
by the most rigid rules of genuine philosophy. 

SCHEME. 

I. OtUlines^ of a Theory] illusfrative of the Docirbies of the 

Holy Undivided TrSnity. 

Axiom I. Property, or principle, is essential to Being, 
who cannot exist without them ; whence, Being, whethw 
uncreate or create, consists oi^ and is constituted by, 
properties or pinciples, whose uncreate, and hence, 
8elf-sub»sting, or create,, and hence, dependant exist- 
ence, determines the nature and order oi Being. 

DEFINITIONS^ AND REMARKS. 

1. Principle is the cause, source, or origin of a thing ; 
whence, Gc>d is the First Principle. 

Remarks, — ^As QoA is a Supreme, eternal, uncreate, 
and self-^ubs^ing Spirit, the properties that are essential 
to his being, must of necessity be also eternal, uncreate, 
and co-existent in and with him, as the constituents of an 
all-perfect Being. The term constituents, applied to 
Deity, who is self-subsisting, may appear rather pre- 
sumptuous ; but we know of no other term by which to 
say — ^if Deity possessed but one deficient property essen- 
tial to his perfection as God, the conclusion is evident. 

Definition 2. " Substance is that thing which we con- 
ceive to subsist of itself, independently of any other cre- 
ated being, or any particula;r mode or accident ; and it is 
the support of qualities, or powers, that are capable of 
produc'mg simple ideas in us." 

Remarks. — ^As God is a Spirit, and hence invisible, his 

* The author is indebted for these deBnitions to Dr. 0'Gailagher*ii 
«< First Principles of Phaosoph v/' Vol. i. PV' 20v^V, XUt Bftwiwk* 
are his own. 
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essential properties must be of the same substance and 
nature with himself: that is, spiritual, invisible and es- 
sential. 

Definition 3. " Essence i^ that which constitutes or de- 
termines the nature of a thing, and is absolutely necessa- 
ry to its being. It is also defined, that, whereby a thing 
is distinguished from every other tiling. . Essence also in- 
volves in its idea, the cause and source of powers, whence 
the substance and its essence may be considered as con- 
crete, contextured and co-existing, wliich concrete sub- 
stance we call the principal of all its powers : such is 
lighty which the Creator drew into existence by lus word 
of eflicacy, to invigoi-ate and warm the primordial mat- 
ters, and to iUuminate the Creation." 

Remarks. — That the Deity has properties essential to 
his perfection, and that these properties, though one in 
Ida substance^ (as Principal of ^ their powers,) are, not- 
withstanding, distinct in their influences and operations, 
as manifested to our senses, we think no sensible person 
will deny : and we have good reasons for inferring, that 
it was the intention of the Supreme Wisdom, 'that man 
should from time to time, be more and better acquainted 
with his glorious nature, as consisting of those essential 
properties, whose ityiuences alone had been made manifest 
to man, while he, as the Supreme Principal of all those 
properties, and their respective powers, remained unseen, 
but in the. stupendous works of his creation. 

From the Creation unto the time of Moses, it had been 
his pleasure to be known only by the names of God^ the 
Lord Gk»d, the Almighty, &c. And he says, ^4 appear* 
ed unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacobs by the 
name of God Alnrighty ; but, by my name Jehovah, I 
was not known unto them." (Exod. vi. 3.) 

The term Jehovah, is translated "self-subsisting," 
"the essence of the substance ;" and which, as deter- 
mining his nature and essential properties, he was now 
pleased to reveal unto Moses. We shall shortly explain 
what we conceive to be the essential properties of Deity, 
sjjd which we believe to have beeixTeN^^^>3kXto^«^»^ 
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b the characteristic name of Jehovah, as including in it 
the name " I AM,** (which name the Son of (Jod applied 
to himself while on earth, as we read, John viii. 58,) as 
also, the essences of his essential properties, as Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, or Jehovah, the Wisdom, Power, 
and Holiness of the Deity. 

DefinUion 4. " Quality is that affection of a thing which 
relates to our senses, or that power which occasions 9, 
thing to affect our senses, in this, or that manner ; whence, 
quality and faculty of the essence, or power of the sub- 
stance may be lookied upon as synonymous : For exam- 
ple, fire has an heating quality, which is a power essen- 
tial to it.** 

Remarks. — We have purposely introduced the fore- 
going definitions from the " First Principles of Philoso- 
phy,** with the special view of meeting on equal grounds, 
the scepticism of such of our opponents, who prefer what 
they term reason, to Divine Revelation, and who refer to 
the Newtonian system of Philosophy, and the demonstra- 
tive principle* 01 Euclid, as standards by which to deter- 
mine on the reasonableness or unreasonableness, fallacy, 
or authenticity of the doctrines of the Scriptures. We 
would also meet, upon similar grounds, and in the spirit 
of firee and generous discussion, those who assert that 
the mysteries of Religion are contrary to," and irrecon^- 
cilable with reason and philosophy. For ourselves, we 
are strenuous advocates for both reason and philosophy; 
yet, we are free to confess, that, surrounded as we are 
on every side with mysteries, things obvious to our sight 
and senses, but surpassing our understanding— conscious 
of the mysterious union of our nature— we cannot suffer 
ourselves to reject any doctrine authorised by the Scrip- 
tures, though we are not capable of bringing them withm 
the compass of our limited powers of reasoning. 

We also frankly confess with our opponents, that oup 
Heavenly Father has communicated to us his Scripture^ 
with the privilege of exercising our reason and judgment 
on the various topics of which they treat ; that hence it 
18, tiiat the reaaomng powers oi TQSMi«w^»aR«ei'^®X^ 
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the orders of finite being, with which we are acquainted : 
But we cannot foi^et, at the same time, that the faculty 
of reasoning is different in different men : that which ap- 
peeurs to be reason in one, to another appears absurd ; 
and we are told by an eminent Apostle, that " there are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit, and there are dif- 
ferences of administrations, but tte same Lord, and there 
are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which 
worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given to every man to profit withal : for to one is given 
by the Spirit, the word of wisdom ; to another the word 
of knowledge, by the same Spirit ; to another. Faith by 
the same Spirit ; to another, the working of miracles ; to 
another, prophecy; to another, discerning of spirits; to 
another, divers kmds of tongues ; to another, the inteV- 
pretation of tongues. But vSi. these worketh that one and 
the same Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he 
wiU." (ICor. xii.4, 11.) 

This Apostle, who, from the very circumstance of his 
Jiving in the age of the Apostles ; of being conversant 
with the peculiar language or idiom of the age, and above 
all, of acknowledged learning and great talen^ is certain- 
ly good authority ; and as he has distinctly enumerated 
ihe gifts, administrations and operations of a Spirit, a 
Lord, and a God, we presume that he had sufficient 
grounds for this distinction.* But the Son of God, who 
is still higher authority, commands his disciples to go into 
all the world, and to preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture ; to teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost 

If there had not been some specific reason for these 
distinctions, would the Saviour have .thus distinguished 
them? It is said, the Scriptures no where authorize the 
Doctrine of the Trinity:. it has been easier said than 
proTed; and we appeal to our rational opponents them- 
selves, if from the fore-recited passages, there is not the 
most obvious reference to three distinct maiiifestaticHis of 
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the essential properties of Deity, under the name of SfM- 
rit. Lord, God?— the ^*( and second of which is centered 
in the last, who \a allin aU. On this subject, however^ 
we shall have occasion to say more in the profj^ress of thii 
Essay ; and shall now retimi to that of our Theory. 

IL Of the dUiinctUm cf Properties or Principles. 

Properties are of two kinds, essential and natural. The 
first kind of properties are essential to being, which can- 
not exist without them, as by Axiom I. And, according 
to their essences and proportions, determine the nature 
and order of being. 

Wisdom, Power and HoUness are of the highest order 
of essential properties. Hence, illimitable Wisdom, Pow- 
er and Holmess are necessary to establish the highest 
possible and most Holy order of Being. 

The essential properties of the highest order of beii^ 
are necessarily co-existent and co-eternal, in order to the 
perfection of that being. And as God has manifested, 
in the stupendous works of the Universe, illimitable Wis- 
dom, Power and Holiness, he is therefore the highest pos^ 
sible order of Being; a First Principle, and the Supreme 
source, cause, or origin of all things. (See Def. 1.) , 

And as substance is the support of qualities or powei^, 
whose essence determines the nature of the substance) 
the substance of God, being illimitably Wise, Powerful 
and Holy, is consequently essentially divine. Hence, also, 
all the properties and qualities of Deity are essentially 
and unalterably Divine. (See Def ^.) 

Axiom II. Property or Principle having been proved 
essential to being ; and illimitable Wisdom, Power and 
Holiness, the essential properties, "internal relations,*' or 
integrant essences of Deity ; the essential properties of 
Deity are necessarily co-existent, co-equal, co-essential, 
and co-eternal, in and with his substance and essence. 

Remarks. — ^The essential properties of Grod, consisting 
of illimitable Wisdom, Power and Holmess; are mani- 
festly divifflble, but inseparable, existing and subsisting in 

one eternal unoreate substeam «iA^ufifs&\ vu^.M'^b^ 
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inseparable union, constitutii^ the Omniscience, Omni- 
potence and Omnipresence of his Being ; and the per- 
fection of his nature as God. Consequently, the co-rela- 
lation of these properties cannot be impaired, without im- 
pairing the perfection of his Being : for, deprive Wisdom 
of Power, or Power of Holiness, the result will be imper- 
fection. Bat as Deity is the highest possible, and most 
perfect order of Being, his essential properties, internal 
relations, or integrant essences, 'must be co-relative, co- 
eidstent, co-equal, co-essential, and co-eternal in and 
with him. 

We have seen, (Def 2,) that substance is that which 
subsists of itself, independently of any other created being: 
wherefore, as God is, in all his properties and qualities, a 
Supreme, eternal, uncreate, self-subsisting Spirit, or Je- 
hovah, these properties must be in Him ; and according 
to their distinguishing qualities and essences, eternal, un- 
create and illimitable : for, as the Wisdom of God is il-' 
limitable, so also is his Power and Holiness. 

And " as quality and faculty of the essence, or power 
of the substance, are synonymous," the substance of Dei- 
ty, (which is essentially God,) supporting the essential 
properties of his Being, in his Divine substance, it una- 
voidably follows, that these essential properties of Deity, 
though distinguished by their qualities, as the Wisdom, 
Power and Holiness of God, must be essentially Divine, 
constituting, not three Godsy but the three divine proper- 
ties of the one only true God, and which are distinguished 
in the present, or Christian Dispensation, as Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, or as Spirit, Lord and God, which we 
conceive to be included in the comprehensive name of 
Jehovah, and as synonymes of the one only true Ghd. 

Light is justly considered to be a "continuous sub- 
stance," and its essence is blended and contextured in such 
manner, wUh Us supporting substance^ that although a ray 
of this %ht is decomposed by theprism^ and presents seven 
prismatic colours, which plainly indicates its division into 
seven, apparently distinct parts ; still, it is demonstrably 

Mad wadEmbly endent, tbat (hit dMsim ii vritfmn cepa> 
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ration; such is the nature of its continuity^ and such their 
contexture and union, that investigate each colour mi- 
nutely, the essential principle ofliglU is found to exist in 
each distinct colour — ^in greater or less proportions and 
intensities, it is true, but it is nevertheless tlie same essence. 

And so, of the essential properties of Deity ; they are so 
intimately and immutably cpntextiu^, and supported in 
his eternally Divine substance^ that, although he conde- 
scends to exercisie, or liianifest, the peculiar qtmlities of 
any one or more of his essentixil properties^ the manifested 
property is invariably accompanied by all his Divine es- 
sences, they beii^ inseparably united. (See Exod. iii. 2 ; 
xxiv. 16, 17; xxxiii. 14, 15; 2 Chron. vl 20, 21 ; John 
x. 30;; xiv. 8, 11 ; xii. 45; xvii. 5, and 21, &c.) And 
for example : In the creation of the Univel^e, it was the 
will of God to manifest his illimitable properties ; his power 
being the operative principle and manifesting property of 
Deity, and proceedmg forth from the substance of Dei^ 
as a ray of light proceedeth from the sun, " divisible, yet 
inseparable ; the magnitude and perfection of the crea- 
tion, is a proof that the Powg* of Grod, in creation, was 
also accompanied by his properties of Wisdom and Holi- 
ness, Justice, Mercy and Love ; and thus, we conceive 
of "all the ftdness of the Grodbead, as it dwelt in the DU 
vine person of Jesus Christ, the acknowledged Son of 
God, whbm^ we •shall shortiy see, is identified with thfe 
Power of Gody &c. 

Axiom III. .No possible event, no act of condescen- 
sion, on the part of Deity, in any of hia essential pro- 
perties, internal relations, or integrant essences, can in 
the least impair or lessen, much less destroy, tlie. peculiar 
properties or qualities of either of these essences, or ren<p 
der them, (m any sense,) in their essential nature^ inferior 
to each ofher. 

Remarks. — ^The essential properties of God being ih 
Umitahley and his nature and substance immutable, these 
properties in their essential nature and substance, are 
hence incapable of diminution, augmentation or change; 
but subsist eternally in theu: oyru ^VoT\o\>&^\fe^^\5s^ W^ 
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thus constituting by their inseparable union, the one onin 

true God. 

But w.e have shown, that these properties are distin- 
guished by qualities and operations, that are peculiar to 
each ; and it remains to be added, that these qualities are 
adequately adapted to all operations and effects, and that 
to an illimitable extent, and of which, the creation and 
preservation of the Universe is a fair^example^ But, as 
we shall explain these distinguishing qualities more atlarge 
in our illustrations, we pass on to remark on those pi*o- 
perties, that are natural to the Being of God. 

III. Oil tlie natural Properties of Deity. 

The second order of properties are natural to Being, 
but are not essential to it ,. they may or may not exist, 
fiance Being can exist either witl^ or without fliem. Jus- 
tice, Mercy and Love are the natural properties of good- 
ness and holiness ; and they are hence natural to Deity, 
whoy we have seen is iDimitably tme, powerful and Ao/j. 
Yet neither of these properties are essential to the exis- 
tence of being. For exany)le, a being may be powerful 
but not just nor merciful, nor yet good and holy ; never- 
theless such a being does exist, without either justice, 
tice, mercy or love ; evidently, such a being is imperfect, 
and cannot rank with the highest order of Being. 

But illimitable wisdom, power and holiness, are found 
to be, the essential co-existent properties of Deity, or the 
highest possible order of wureate Being ; and it also ne- 
cessarily follows, that the perfections of justice^ mercy 
and love are his natural properties ; and the union of 
these properties, both essential and natural, constitute 
what we understand by *< all the fulness of the Godhead.** 

The foregoing axioms, definitions and explanatbns, 
carrying their own irrefutable evidences along with them, 
we diink it unnecessary to enter into further aj^gument 
for their support, and proceed to their illustratbn. 
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lY. lUttsiration of the Essemiidl Properties and Qua£l(te« of 

Deity. 

WISDOM, ♦ POWER, ♦ HOLINESS, 

Or //ic rffmtng pro- 5 Or /Ae creah've anc^ ^ Or the sanctifying 
pertjff wbese qualities ♦ maiiifesiing. property f <^ a«rf perfecting pro* 

are Om«i«cunce. ^ whose qualities are ♦j?.er/y, whose qualities 

Forseeing" and fore*- ^ Omnipotence. So- j are Omnipresence — 
knowing all things ) ^ prenie,iHiniit;)bleca- ^ Supreme, illimiiable 
possessing supreme, 4* pacitj; and abilit)r to <#> holiness, with capacU 
illimitable capaeitjf ^ do and perform all ^ ty and abilit)' for per- 
for devising, willing ^ things ', to make ma- ^ fecting all things, 
and directing all 4> hifest that which is <#» which the Supreme 
things. ^ devised by the Su- ♦ Wisdom directs, and. 

5 preme Wisdom, and J the Supreme Power 
i^ to sustain, preserve <%> executes and makes 
4> and save all things '^ manifest. 
J thfif have 'been crca- x 
^ ted. ' .^ 

The union of those Properties constitute the highest possible, and 
most holy ortler of Being in the Universe. The first principle, cause, 
source and origm of all things. Co-equal, coexistent, co-essential 
and co-eternal, divisible,- yet inseparable, subsisting in one sternal, 
uncreate substance and union : and this Holy Being Is GOD ! 

The -union and harmony of the foregoing properties 
when duly considered, will serve to explain, some of th^ 
mysterious passages of the Scriptures, particularly those 
which relate to the Son of .6o4 and the Holy Spirit. For 
instance, the relation which suhsists between the Wis- 
dom and Power of God ; the Wisdom deviseth and will- 
eth, and as the Power executeth that which the will de- 
viseth, it acts in obedience to the Wisdom; whence, 
speaking after the maimer of .men, the Wisdom, stands 
in the relation to the Power, as a father to his son, tlie 
Power or Son, acting in obedience, to the Wisdom or 
Father; of this, however, we shall say more iaits pro- 
per place. 

We presume that the foregohag illustration, will be ad- 
mitted to be as perfect a representation of the incompre- 
hensible nature and perfections of Deity, as the finite 
knowledge of man, aided by divine Revelation, is capa- 
bje of producing. Whexefoie, ^^ ^<ssasfife ^»& \^W5^'^a^ 
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principle, that by the umon of these integrcmt and esseiu 
tud essencesy and the manifestation of their distinguisUing 
qualities^ operations and effects, we are enabfedto the 
degree permitted of His inJSnite goodness, to conceive of 
the Wisdom, Power and Holiness of that Being who has 
declared that He alone is God, tind beside Him ihere is 
none else, a just God and a Savbm* ; and in this union 
we understand and believe in Him, as God the Father 
Alnughty. ^ . 

II. Of the Sen of God ! or the Power of God, the Elect 
Property^ and Operative, or Mamfesting Principle oj 
Deity.* 

When we think of God, we conceive of an invisible, in- 
comprehensible Being in whom Ts concentered all the 
properties and qualities, that are essential to the highest 
possible, and most holy order of Being ; But- of this in- 
conceivable majesty we have no definite idea ; the mind 
in vain ranges n'om Idea to idea, until lost in a chaos of 
imagination ; we, however, readily conceive that this ho- 
ly Being has properties and qualities, of which, we are 
made acqainted by Revelation, or their manifestation to 
our sight and understanding. We are made sensible, that 
in the perfection of his nature. He ever has, and perhaps, 
ever will be, invisible to man in the flesh ; hence. His es- 
sential properties are invisible, and to us incomprehensi- 
ble, beyond what He has been graciously pleased to re- 
veal of Himself to us in the Person of His oeloved Son, 
who is declared to be the manifested Wusdom and Power 
of the invisible Father. 

But, when we think of Christ as the Divine Being in 
whom all the essential properties and qualities of the 
invisible Deity were, and are made manifest, lEmsel^ 
the operative and manifesting property of God as one of 
the integrant essences of Deity ; when we tWnk of Him, 
as having laid aside the ** form of God,'* the mvisible, to 
take upon himself the form of man. Here Aen, the eye 
of the mmd can rest on that manifested prop^rtr, ^in 
s^Aom dwelt aM the fulness of the QoCiteaj9L\Q^^ 
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in Him, we readily conceive of the invisible Deity, as re- 
conciling the world unto Himself; and by this indwelling 
in the person of Christ, the Lord and Saviour, we under- 
stand diose passages that declare, that there is no Grod 
beside him, a Just God and a Saviour, or in other words, 
"God in Christ !" and that there is no other name under 
Heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

Hence, when we speak of Christ, as the only begotten 
Son of God, beside thinking of him in his state of humilia- 
tion, our minds are led upward to a contemplation of the 
glory which he exjiresses himself to have had with the 
Father, before the world was ; and here we conceive of 
tJiat essential property of Deity ^ as the operative and mani- 
festing property, in its primary relatiouj as an integrant 
essential essence from everlasting, divisible, but inseparable; 
and as one of those properties wlrich we have shown to 
be essential to the perfection of Deity. In this sense^ as 
Trinitarians, we conceive of that eternal union of all the 
essential properties of God; his Power standing in the 
relation of a Son ; and in this sense we understand the 
Son of God, when he says, " I and my Father are one:'* 
one in their essential relation ; in their Divine substance, 
and invisible essence. And now, contemplating him in 
his. incarnation and humiliation, we conceive of him in his 
secondary relation to Grod, as a Being, arising from the 
concurrence, (if the expression be admissable,) ofaU the 
essential properties of the Deity , or according to the coun- 
sel of his will ; and may we not from hence fairly con- 
clude, upon principles authorised by the Scriptures, that 
Christ was conceived in the illimitable Wisdom, and was 
bom and made manifest by the illimitable Power of God? 
And that hence, the Wisdom which conceived, and the 
concurrence of the Power that manifested, or brought 
forth, stand in the relation of Father and Son? and 
hence, he is correctly called the Wisdom of God, and the 
Power of God, in the Scriptures. 

Axiom IV. Effects have relation to their cause3; hence, 
relations are nothing more than distinctions, or names 
thet are the representatives of ihinga. SigivtVJsMsSi. «%«»» 

7 



74 EVANGELISTS MANUAL. 

arise from, and prove the pre-existenee of spiritucd causes, 
which causes are, in their essential nature, irwisibk. No 
spiritual effect can take place, or exist, without a spritual 
cause ; and spiritual causes are capable of producing m- 
sible and material effects : but material causes, simply as 
such, are not capable of producing spirUwd effects. 

Remarks, — ^The Scriptures of the Old Testament pre- 
dicted, and those of the JVew verified the fulfilment of 
these predictions ; the first, that there shoved 6e, the lat- 
ter, that there actually wasy a Christ, who is called the 
Son of the Most High ; that he is acknowledged of God 
as his only begotten Son ; that he was the active Crea- 
tor, and is, and will be, the Saviour of the world. 

The questions which naturally arise, in this stage of 
our inquiry, are, how is he the Son of God ? Was he a 
Son pnor to his incarnation and birth ? Had he an ex- 
istence in a previous form ] and in what relation did he 
exist in and with the Deity, previous to his original mani- 
festation, as the operative, or creative and manifesting 
principle of the spiritual and invimble Deity or Grodhead 1 
These are, certainly, to us at hasty very weighty conside- 
rations, as it regards our devotional exercises ; particu- 
larly as ice, according to our Faithy know of no God but 
the one oniy true God in Christy existing in one, as "Lord 
and Christ.*'* As Christians, we know of no Grod out of 
Christ ; and it is therefore, firom this view of the eternal 
existence of Christ, as the operative or creative,! and 
manifesting property or principle in the Gknlhead, that we 
recogmze God m Christ, as the " only Wise God our Sa- 
viour ;'*t that " he is Grod over all,|| blessed fQrever.'*§ 

With regard to the first inquhy, " How is he the Son 
of God P* it is proper to concehre of his co-existence in 
and with the Deity, as one of the essential properties of 
the Godhead, firom everlasting. We are fully persuaded, 
in our own minds, of the eternal, essential Divinity of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; and it is a matter of se« 
rious import, to understand, as far as Divine audiority 

^Acts ii. 36. t Eph. iii. 9. t Coloss. i. 16. || Jude, 26 § Booi. ix. 6. 
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pemutSy the true ncUwre and cliaracter of the Son of God, 
that we might not think less honourably of his Divine na- 
ture, as too many have been led to think and believe, and 
thereby dishonour our Christian profession, by making 
him to rank upon a level with frail mortals like ourselves. 

A little serious reflection cannot fail of convincing us, 
that the imme. Son of God, as applied to Christ, is not to 
be understood in the same sense, " that Isaac is under- 
stood to be the Son of Abraham," by ordinary genera- 
tion. The birth of the Son of God we conceive to have 
been effected by one of those miraculous displays of the 
illimitable Wisdom^ Power and Holiness of drod, for the 
especial purpose of manifesting himself to the world, in the 
person of Christ, as both Lord and Christ, Grod and Sa- 
viour ;^ and in whose person the illimitable fulness of the 
Godhead dwelt, for reconciling the world unto himself, 
as the Scriptures abundantly testify. We therefore con- 
sider the name^ Son of Grod, to be no more than a rejwre- 
sentative of the relation which the Power of God has to 
the Wisdom and Holiness of God, considered in their 
spiritual and ptimary relation to each other, as the essen* 
tial properties of the Deity or Godhead : and we further 
conceive, that if Christ, who is "tfie Power of God and 
the Wisdom of God," was, or could be, withdrawn and 
wholly separated from Deity, according to Axiom IL the 
Deity would be imperfect. Whereas, according to our 
views of the Holy Undivided Trhaity, the fulness of the 
Godhead, in the person of Christ, was a manifestation of 
all the perfections and essential properties of Deity — ^invi- 
sible in their spiritual and essential nature, but dwelling in 
the sanctified body of the Saviour ; He became thus, in 
his secondary relation to the Godhead, the visible medium 
of the dispensations of both the Wisdom, Power and Ho- 
liness of tne Invisible Deity. 

It will be hence clearly seen, that according to our sys- 
tem, the Son of Grod is, in his primary relation and spiritual 
essence^ one of the essential properties of God ; that in 



^Isaiah, zl?. 21. 
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this nature, he is wholly and entirely uncreale, co-exist- 
ent, co-equal, co-essential, and co-eternal, in and wiA 
the remaining integrant and essential essences of Deity; 
that, in tW-s relation, he is the active, operative, or crea- 
tive power and manifesting jiroperty of God : and, with 
this view of the subject, we dare not call in question the 
essentially Divine nature of the Holy One of God, who, 
in this nature, we have shown, is one with the Fatlter; 
while in his secondanj relation to the Godhead, he becomes 
truly the Son of God, by the concurrence of his Power 
with those of the illunitable Wisdom and Holiness of the 
Supreme. (See Luke i. 35.)* 

And as " spiritual causes are capable of producing ma- 
terial eflfects," we conceive that the illimitable Wisdom 
willed the existence of a Holy material body^ as a sancti- 
lied receptacle or temple, a ^' Holy of Holies," for the in- 
dwellii^ of the entire fulness of tlie Deity , as the Temple of 
his Rest : and the illimitable Power of the Highest brought i 
forth in a miraculous manner tins Holy Body, who is ac- 
knowledged as the Son of God and the Son of Man. And 
thus, in some degree, we enter into the views of the Pro- 
phets, when by the Spirit they were instructed to predict 
his approaching advent, they announced, among other 
important truths, that " his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace ;*' "and as names are nothing more 
than the representatives of relations and things," they 
were doubtless permitted to behold in advance the fulness^ 
oftimey in which the essential, invisible fulness of Deity 
would, in the person of Christ, be made manifest and visi- 
ble to man, in the foregoing name and characters, and as 
the Lord our Righteousness, &c. 

Again, referring to his existence in " the form of man," 
having voluntarily laid aside "the form of God," he be- 
came subject and obedient to die Wisdom and Will of 
God, And, doubtless, such is intended by the Saviour, 
when he uses these and similar expressions of dependence 

* See, also^ the VVrittQ|^ of Athcnagorus, Justin Martyr, Ttrtul- 
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kiaB human character — " I can do nothing of myself," 
^I came not to do my own will, but the will of Him, that 
sent me.'* For, by the eternal, immutable agreement of 
the essential properties of the Grodhead, they forever and 
mvariably act in concert and harmony. The Power of 
God may not act independently of the Wisdom and 
Holiness of God ; and hence, the Son of Grod, who is 
identified with the Power of God, invariably acted in 
luuon with, and in conformity to, the Wisdom or Will of 
the Father. The Power of God, acting according to 4e 
Will or Wisdom, acts not of itself, &c. 

It is urged against the essential Divinity of the Son of 
God, that he invariably acknowledged Grod to be his 
Father, his superior ; himself a dependent Being, &c. 
As we shall shortly enter more fully into our invest^fa^- 
tions and illustrations in support of tins important subject, 
we shall waive them, for the purpose of introducing the 
'^remarks of the Rev. Dr. Worcester, who now classes 
among the moderate Unitarians. He says — " The Son^s 
being in the form of Gody most probably refers to the glo- 
ry which he had with the Father before the world waa^ 
Ae glory that he had, in God's creating all things by 
him ; and the glory that he had as the Angel of Grod's 
presence.* By the form of God, we may understand 
the same as the similitude, or image of God ;f that he 
was constituted the ^ngel of God's Presence^ or the me- 
dium by which God appeared, or manifested himself to 
die ancient Patriarchs.":}: In a note, however, the au- 
thor says, " he feels less confident that Christ was the 
Angel of God, than he did when he wrote these letters : 
but he had not seen satisfactory reasons for relinquishing 
his sentiment." Again : " In my view, the Saviour and 
Lord of ally is the Son of the Livmg Grod, and by nature 
*the brightness of the Father's glory,' and the express 
image of his person — so united to the one Infinite God, 
that in him dwells, not merely one o{ three persons, but all 
flie fulness of the Grodhead bodily.''§ 

»BibleNew8,p. 115. tib.id. in. \lb.\^«%^. \Vax\&.>\^ 
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When we take into view the purposes of God in Chnsf) 
as they have, many of them, been clearly manifested to 
the world, we are astonished to find men who are for- 
ward to question the essentially Divine character of the 
Son of God ! The Sacred Records, which are the Rule 
of the Christian's Faith, and the standard by which hk 
reli^on is to be tested, really, distinctly and positively de- 
clare, that ^^ all things were created by and for Jesus 
Christ," who is the Power of (Jod and the Wisdom of 
God ;* that " Qod is in Christ, reconciling the world to 
lumself ;t " destroying the works of the devil J: ** bring- 
ing all thii^ into willing subjection to himse&;''§ ^^the 
accomplishment of his ^1 concerning all flesh ;"|| ** and 
by the final salvation of all men j"^---with numerous 
other expressions and acknowledgments of Divine Wis- 
dom, Power and Holiness, as applied to Christ : We are 
disposed to take a wider field than our opponents take, 
for the exercise of our Faith. We are content only in 
jyroportion to our knowledge of Christ, both before and 
after his incarnation ; we reject that doctrine^ with pain- 
ful abhorrence, that aims at levelling the Son of Grod to 
the mere humanity of men ; we accept Jesus Christ as 
the manifest or visible God — ^the Stone which the builders 
rejected, we acknowledge to be " the Head of the Cor- 
ner." And as we do truly believe him to be the Power 
of God, according to our views, it must be, hence, very 
obvious, that the following Axiom, or proposition, will af- 
ford us a more intimate view of the properties and rela- 
tions of Deity, and their operations in all the Works of 
Nature. 

Axiom V. Power is the pnimim mobiley the active soul 
-of the Umverse ; the Creative Spirit or essence of Deity ; 
in whose substance Wisdom is the supreme govemmgy and 
Holiness Utii^ perfecting principle of God. 

Remarks. — ^As the Holy Being now distinguished as 
Jesus Christ, but previously, as the Divine property or 

I 

* 1 Corin. i. 24. 12 Corin. v. 19. 1 1 John, iii. 8. § 1 Corin. xt« 
28. II Uaicib; xL 3| 5 ; Lrike,ui 4, a. If 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4 ^ a Peter, iu. 9. 
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or principle of Deity, that by the Wisdom of Ood created 
all things^ the motiYe for distinguishuig these relations as 
Father eaoA Son, are self-evident That which cometh 
forth, or proceedeth from Deity — as, for instance, his 
Word, which is a synonyme of hb Power, or Creative 
Sjnrit, went forth ; when God said, " Let there be light,^ 
tte Power of Godj acting m obedience to the Supreme 
Wisdom, is, according to our finite understandings, with 
regard to the infinite operations of the essential properties 
of Deity, considered in the relation of Father and Son ; 
nor could we ever have arrived at any correct conclu- 
sbn on this subject, if the Revelations of God had not 
been made, wmch acknowledge Jesus Christ to be his 
only begotten Son, by whom, and for whom, all things 
were created. The Son of Grod is therefore identifi^ 
with the Power of God, as an integrant essence of Deity, 
and the active Creator of all things. 

The sun is said to be the source of light and of heat : 
tiie light is not the sun, neither is the heai; but no one 
would surely dispute the terms, the light of the sun, or the 
heat of the sun : and yet light and heat are the essen^ 
properties of the sun : for, take away the light from the 
sun, where is its heat ? or what, in short, would be the 
sun ? — an opaque globe, all darkness, void of light. 

Axiom VI. As the sun sits enthroned in the heavens 
or firmament, as the source and centre of light, heat, and 
life to our physical or natural world, — so, Grod, the Su- i 

Ereme Principal, or First Cause, sits enthroned in the 
eaven of heavens, as the source and centre of Wisdom, 
Power and Holiness illimitable, and from thence imparts 
to all bodies in the Universe the influences and operations 
of his Divine principles at properties. And now, refers 
ring to our oli^ervations, page 75, we observe. Wisdom is 
not Gtod, neither Power, nor Holiness : But no one would 
dispute the terms — " The Wisdom, Power, Or Holiness 
of God," or that God is Wise, Powerful and Holy. But 
to complete the sense of the argument, "deprive Wisdom 
of Power, or Power of Holiness, the result will be imper- 
fection/' and cannot be God. (,Sk^ ^e»is^ ^^ 
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And as the Son of Grod is plainly, clearly and ui^ai- 
vocally declared to be "the Power of Grod and the Wis- 
dom of Oody" we, as JHmtarian UnhersciUstSy dare not 
presume to question the truth of the fact ; but believe 
that he is the same Oeoltoe Spirit^ or essence of Deity, 
which we have elsewhere termed the manifesting proper- 
ly or principle, by which the worics of creation were made 
and manifested, and is the same Sphit, or essential pro- 
perty of Deity, that in the fulness of time was manifested 
m the flesh. Wherefore, 

Axiom YII. As the natural sun is the receptacle and 
vehicle of ligh^ heat and life, temporally or materially 
considered, so is Christ in his sanctmed 6ody, the Spiritual 
Sun, or receptacle and vehicle of light, heat, and life, 
spirUual and eternal — i. e. the entire fulness of the Gk)d- 
head.'* 

Remarks, — ^Light and heat are the essential properties 
of life : Jesus Christ declares that he is the light and life 
of the world. He did not intend exclusively by that ex- 
pression the materialy but the spiritual world also ; for he 
(elsewhere says, " I am not of this world ;" "As long as I 
am in the worid, I am the light of the world,"* &c. His 
meaning, therefore, was, that he was the light and life of 
the spiritual world, the heaven of heavens. And so said 
St. John in his Revelations, when writing of the new hea- 
vens and the new earth, and the heavenly Jerusalem : 
He describes the temple to be, the Lord God Almighty 
and the Lamb ! that the Glory of God did lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereoff 

We thus see the Son of God identified as an essential 
property of God, and as manifesting the Power, the Wis- 
dom, and Holiness, or glory of Grod ; and which is a fiir- 
ther confirmation of the fact, that "in him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily," and as he is declared 
to be, "the same yesterday, to-day and for evermore," 
it is obvious, that all the fulness of Deity dwelt and dweD- 
eth, or remaineth in him from everlasting to ^verlastiiig ; 
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his spiritual essence bein^ one of the sphitiial essences oi' 
Deity. 

The Wisdom and Holiness of God, " contextured and 
co-exLstin«:" with the Power of God, in tliis union esta- 
blishes a Swprenie Essence, or Spirit, wliich, comparin*^ 
sph-itual with temporal essences, is in our systems of Plii- 
losophy, termed " the Principal of all its Powers.'' (Def. 
3.) And though we cannot consider any one of the es- 
sences of Deity as constituting exclusively the whole Dei- 
ty,* we are yet authorised to consider it, tiu it truly is, one 
of the essential properties, internal relations, or integrant 
essences of Deity ; and we have shown, (page 71,) that 
his Wisdom devises and directs, while his Power create^), or 
makes manifest that which is created or made. And as 
Jesus Christ has been ordained, or anointed, from ever- 
lasting, to make manifest all the Glory of tlie Godhead, 
considered in the relation of a Father ; while the mani- 
festing property or principle — ^that is, his Power — is con- 
sidered in the relation of a Son, it is but reasonable to in- 
fer, that the son is, inclusively in Ms spmtucd essence, one 
of the essential properties of the Godhead, and an inhe- 
rent principle of the Deity, in his distinctive essence : 
while the principles of Wisdom and Holiness are dele- 
gated to the Son, by the concurrence of these prmciples ; 
and the acceptance of this delegation by the Power of 
God, which is his Son. 

And " as no possible event, no act of condescension on 
the part of Deity, in any of his essential properties, in- 
ternal relations, or integrant essences, can in the least 
impair or lessen, much loss destroy, the peculiar proper- 
ties of either of those essences, or render them in their 
essential nature inferior, (as by Axiom III. p. 69,) we 
contend that the essential Divinity of the Son of God, con- 
sisting of his internal relation to Deity, as an essential 
property of the Grodhead, and as identifiM .with the Power 
of God, in the " form of God," in which he existed prior 
to his incarnation ; lus condescension in laying aside that 



See Remarks at page 67, after Axiom JS^ 
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form, to take upon himself the "form of man,'] could not 
possibly, in any sense of the word, render his esseM 
property inferior to what it was, prior to this act of his 
condescension. 

In whatever way God has been, or may be hereafter 
pleased to manifest himself to man, in either one, or all of 
his essential praperiiesy whether the manifestation be made 
in the Shekmah, or the Angel of the Lord, (as in Exod. 
iii. 2,) or the Angel of the Presence, (as in Exod. xxm 
14, 15,) or the Glory of God, (as in Exod. xxiv. 16, 17,) 
or the Name, (as in 2 Chron. vi. 20, 21,) or lastly, as the 
Logos or Word of the Lord, in the Hebrew termed Mm- 
ra de Adoma^* in the sanctified person of Jesus Christ, 
it ought not be doubted ; that bemg manifestations of the 
Will or Power of Deity, they are necessarily accompa- 
nied by that essential property, whose quality, we have 
seen, is that of ^^ making manifest fhe Trisdom of God.^ 

In allprevbus manifestations, the Divine properties of 
Deity were communicated to the Children of Israel pri- 
marily by the Shekinah, or Angel of the Lord ; and were 
invanably accompanied with some Divine evidence that 
the manUestations were not the act of the Angel, &c. but 
that of the Power of God, whose -manifesting property 
was in the following instance — in a flame of fire. And, 
that Moses might not be mistaken, it is said, Grod called 
unto him out of the midst of the bush; apprised him of 
the sancti^ of the place, being filled with the Divine Pre- 
sence, and assures him that it is Himself, " the Grod of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob," that 
thus condescends to speak unto him. (Exod. ill 2, 6 ; 
Deut. iv. 32, 40.) But m the ftdness of time, "God, 
who at sundry times, and in divers mannersy spake in time 
past unto the FatlierSy by the Prophets, hath in these last 
days spoken unto tw by Ins Son, whom he hath appomted 
heir of all tlungs ; hy whom also he made the worlds." 
(Hebr. L 1,2.) In the Son, therefore, G^d hath mani- 
tested, not alone one of his essential properties, but " all 
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the fulness of the Godhead"— that is to say, his Wisdom, 
Power and Holiness, in all their fulness, in the person of 
Jesus Christ, who is the Temple of his Rest, and in which 
he delights to abide, and will forever abide, worlds with- 
out end. Wherefore, 

Axiom VIIL God, though manifest in his essential in- 
tegrant essences, either by his Wisdom, his Power, or 
his Holiness, as in willhig or devising,^ in executing and 
manifesting,! or in sanctifying and perfecting that which 
his Wisdom had devised, his Power executed, and his Ho- 
liness perfected and sanctified.:}: Whether the manifes- 
tation be made in the substance of an angel, or in the 
form of man, as in the person of Jesus Christ, the indwell- 
ing invisible essences, or fulness of the Godhead, is still 
the same very true and only God^ and that without the least 
possible detraction from the essential properties or prin- 
ciples of any, or all his integrant essences. 

Remarks, — The Lamb who was slain in the Immense 
Mind from before the foundation of the world ; the Body 
prepared as the Temple, or sanctum sanctorum, for the in- 
dwelling of the Deity in all his essential essences ; the 
Christ, the Messiah, or anointed of God ; the Logos, or 
Word of the Lord^ and Jesus the Saviour, the Son of God, 
are all synonymes of one and the same Being, who at 
sundry times, and in divers manners — ^i. e. different 
names-r-was thiis manifest : and as in the person of Jesus 
Christ there has been an acknowledged manifestation of 
the fulness of the Grodhead, or of all the essential proper- 
ties of Deity, of which he has been identified with the 
Power or manifesting property, he is, therefore, in his es- 
sential essence, or spiritual nature, one in substance with 
the Wisdom and Holiness of the Father, and is thus eter- 
nal, uncreate and correlate, as the Power of (3od from 
everlasting. (See Axiom HL) 

It is now proper that we should bring to the notice of 
such of our readers, as may not have been previously ac- 
quainted with the fact» or who have not either leisure or 

» Gen. i. 3. t lb, id. 1 to 26. t lb. id, vcr, 31 \ Ml% \v, ^^«ft 
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opportunity to consult the various authors on this impor- 
tant subject: some of the numerous passages of the 
Scriptures, particulariy such as are connected with the 
subject of our present inquiry ; and that have been ad- 
mitted by many learned and pious men of various Chris- 
tian denominations, to be either false translations, or spu- 
rious interpolations, inserted into the English version, 
from corrupt editions of the Greek and Latin manuscripts, 
and for purposes favourable to the individual views of the 
several interpolators. 

The first fourteen verses of John's gospel have been 
considered a forgery or spurious addition to the original 
text, and the Rev. Abner Kneeland has, in liis Greek and 
English Testament, particularized this and various other 
interpolations, by printmg them in italics ; and the Rev. 
Mr. Upham, in his " Letters on the Logos," also consi- 
ders these verses as spurious, and has made them the 
subject of his criticism. 

The 1 Epistle of John, chap. v. 7. "There are three 
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost : and these three are one.** The fol- 
lowing authorities are quoted in Tract, No. 16, printed 
by the American Unitaritan Association, as admitting the 
fact, that the above verse is an interpolation : "Griesbach, 
Michaeles, Wetstien, Simon, Grotius, Semler, Bishop 
Lowth, Dr. Middleton, Mr. Wardlaw, Bishop of Lincoln, 
Mr. Benson, Sir Isaac Newton, Bishop Herbert, Marsh, 
Archbishop Newcome, Dr. Adam Clark, the celebrated 
Methodist Commentator, and that illustrious scholar, Por- 
son." We have seen numerous other highly respectable 
testimonies, both ancient and modem, contained in the 
preface to the " Apocryphal New Testament,'' who all 
agree, that the verse in question is an interpolation. 
Twenty-nine ancient Greek, and twenty Latin authors 
are quoted, as not having admitted this verse in their wri- 
tings ; and on the authority of Sir Isaac Newton, it is as- 
serted " that the text is not contained in any Greek ma- 
nuscript, which was written earlier than the fifteenth 
century-" 
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"Sir Isaac Newton observes, that what the Latins have 

done to the foregoing text, the Greeks hnve done to that 

of St. Paul; (1 Tim. iii. 16.) for by changing the Greek 

word which* into the abbreviation for Gorf, they now 

read, " Great is the mystery of godliness ; God was 

manifested in the flesh :" whereas, all the churches for 

the first four or five centuries, and the authors of all the 

ancient versions, Jerome, as well as the rest, read, "Great 

is the mystery of godliness, which was manifested in the 

flesh."t ; 

While we freely admit the highly respectable authority 
whose names and testimonies have been quoted in proof 
of the fraudulent insertion of the foregoing texts in the 
English version of the New Testament, and as freely as- 
sent to the fact of their having been thus inserted, we 
feel ourselves called upon to advance the testimony of 
authors equally respectable, to show that the essential 
Divinity of the Son of God was believed in, and asserted, 
cotemporaneously with his existence on earth ; and that 
the Doctrine of the Trinity was also maintained publicly, 
as early as the year 168 of the Christian era.:J: 

1. Mr. Bryant, the celebrated Mythologist, says of 
Philo Judaeus, an Alexandrian Jew, a Platonic philoso- 
pher of great repute among his countrymen, and who 
flourished in the year 40 — ^was cotemporary with the 
Apostles, and conversed with St. Peter — ^that the follow- 
ing are the sentiments of Philo Judaeus, concerning "the 
Logos, or Word of the Lord ;" that he is the Son of God, ^ 
of a Divine nature ; the second Divinity ; the first begot** 
ten of God ; the image and likeness of God, superior to 
the Angels, and to all things in the world ; the instrument 
by whom the world was made ; the great substitute of 
God ; the light of the world ; the intellectual sun. The 

** Greek characters omitted for want of type. 

+ Pieface to the apocryphal new Testament, pp. 10—11. 

X'Vhc author is indebted to the " Evidcnres of the Divi»iity of Jesu* 
Christ," an invaluable volume, published by F. Datcho, M. D. Assist^ 
ant Minister of St. Michaels, Charleston, for the extracts above, Thi« 
small volume is replete with valuable information, and should be in the 
Library of all Christians. 

8 



86 EVANGELISTS MANUAL. 

Lc^os can only see Grod. Has Grod for his portion, and 
reskles in him ; is the most ancient of Gk)d's works, and 
was before all things, is esteemed the same as God : the 
"Logos is etemaly omniscient ; §ees all things ; supports the j?*^ 
world ; is nearest to God, without any separation, being, j • 
as it were, fixed and founded upon the one only true and y .. 
existing Deity^ nothing coming between to disturb that 
Unity:' 

2. St. Ignatius, who flourished A. D. 72, says, "There 
is one physician, both fleshly and spiritual, made and not 
made ; God incarmxte ; true life in death ; both of Mary 
and of God ; first passible, then impassible— even Jesus 
Christ our Lord." In his Epistle to the Magnesians, he 
says : " There is but one God, who has manifested him- 
self by Jesus Christ, his Son, who is \a& eternal word,^' 
(Wake's Apostolical Fathers, s. 8, p. 208.) Again: 
** Wherefore, come ye all together, as unto one temple of 
Chd; as to one altar; as to (me Jesus Christ, who pro- 
ceeded from one Father, and exists in one, and is returned 
to one.^ To the Trallians he ^vrites, " Continue insepa- 
rable fi*om Jesus Christ our God." (Apocryphal New 
Testament.) 

5. Clemens Romanus, fellow labourer with St Paul, 
writes : " The Sceptre of the Majesty of God our Lord 
Jesus Christ, came not in the show of pride and arro- 
gfance, though he could have done so ; but with AumtWy, 
IBB the Holy Ghost had before spoken concerning him." 
Clemens Romanus was consecrated by St. Peter, and was 
the tlurd Bishop of Rome, after the Apostles, A. D. 9L 

4. Barnabas, the fellow labourer with St. Paul. He 
wrote m the year 71 or 72. His Epistle says of Christ : 
**The Lord was content to suffer for our souls, although 
he be Lord of the whole earth, to whom God said, in the 
beginning of the world, * Let us make man,' &c. Then 
he clearly manifested himself to be the Son of Ood : for 
had he not come in the flesh, how should men have been 
able to look upon him that they might be saved V 

6. Hermas, or the Shepherd of St. Hermas, the 
same to whom St. Paul sends \m sa\ute^tk>i!i& at fiome, 
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(Rom. xvi. 14,) says : " The Son of God is indeed more 
ancient than any creature ; inasmuch, that he was in 
Council with his Father at the creation of all tUngs.'' 
(See also Proverbs viii. 22, 31.) 

6> St. Pplycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, the Disciple of St. 
John the Evangelist. This pious martyr, when at the 
stake, surrounded with flames, testified as follows : "Few 
this, and for all things else, 1 praise thee ! I bless thee I 
I glorify thee, by the eternal and heavenly High Pries^ 
Jesus Christ, thy beloved son, with whom to thee and the 
Holy Ghost be glory, both now and to all succeeding 
ages, Amen." (Wake's Apost. Fathers, Am. ed. p. 246.) 
This martyr was Bishop of the Church at Smyrna, and 
it testified at his death, A. D. 107, "that we can never 
forsake Christ, who died for the salvation of the uihole 
world, and that we can worship no other." (Euseb. Hkt 
Eccl. lib. iv. ch. 18.) It is therefore evident, that ^ 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost were considered as objects 
of Divine worship by this father. 

7. Justin Martyr wrote about forty years after ihe 
death of St. John the Evangelist He says : ** God, in 
the beginning, before all the worlds, produced from him- 
self a certain intellectual Power, which is, hy the HoIt 
Spirit, (in the Scriptures,) mentioned as the Son of Qm, 
as Wisdom, as an Angel, as God, and sometimes, as.the 
Lord, and the Lc^os or Word. We know Jesus Christ 
to be the Son of the troe God, and hold him to be the 
second in order, and the Prophetic Spirit the third ; and 
that we have good reason for worshippmg in this subordi- 
nation, I shall show hereafter. " They who affirm the Son 
to be the Father, are guilty of not knowing the Father^ 
and likewise of being ignorant, that the Father of the 
Universe, has a Son, who being the Logos, and first ie- 
gotton of God, is also 6oc2." 

8. Theophilus,Bishopof Antioch,A.D.16a This Fa- 
ther, in his defence of Cmristianity, addressed to Autolycus 
says, "these three days, (of the Creation) are types of 
the Trias, (Trinity) the Father, the Son, and the Spirit 
of his Wisdom." 
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9. Melito, Bishop of Sardis, speaks of the^ DeUy of 
Christ veiled in the flesh, and considered him Perfect 
God and Perfect Man ; that he was true God eternally : 
This author wrote his apoloay to Marcus Antoninus 
A. D. 170. 

10. Tatian, an eminent Platonic Philosopher, flourish- 
ed A. D. 172. He speaks of the Word, as the first in- 
stance of the Productive Power of God ; that it was effect- 
ed by a division, without separation,^^ 

11. Athenagorus, flourished A.D. 178, says of Christ 
" He is the first born of the Father, but not as ever be- 
^nning to exist ; for, from the beginning, Grod being an 
eternal mind, must have had from all eternity, the word in 
himself: and as the wisdom and the power, he exerted 
Himself in all things : all matter was subject to Him by 
formation, and the elements blended together, and mixed 
by His operation." We acknowledge Grod and the Son 
as his Logos, with the Holy Ghost, one as to their power, 
even the Father, the Son and the Spirit ; the Son to be 
the Mind, the Word, the Wisdom of the Father, and the 
Spirit to proceed as light doth fi'om fire." 

12. TertullianflourishedA. D. 185. He says "Christ 
is in his own right God Almighty as he is the Word of 
Ahmghiy God, W6 christians do afiirm a Spirit to be 
the proper substance of the Logos, by whom all things 
were made, in which he subsisted before he was manifest* 
ed, and was the Wisdom that assisted at the creation, and 
the Power that presided over the whole work— C^mi is 
for this reason called the Son of God, and the God from 
his unity of substance with God tits Father, for God is a 
Spirit — Thus it is, that the Logos which came forth from 
God, is both God, and the Son of God, and those two 
are one. This is the Christ the God of Christians: 

13. Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons in France, suffered 
martyrdom A. D. 202. Certifies, that the Faith of the 
churches of the East, of Egypt, of Africa, of Spain, of 
Germany, of the Celts, as well as of the Mediterranean 
churches of Palestine, was held with one consent, as if it 
were animated with one love, and spoke with one mouth ; 
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tliis faith coasists of their acknowledgment of Christ, that 
he became incarnate for our salvation; that he that 
made all things is with his word, justly called the only 
God and Lord. 

14. Cleme'ns Alexandrinus, Presbyter of the church 
of Alexandria, flourished A. D. 195. He writes, " O 
children, our Pedagogue is like to God his Father^ whose 
Son he is, without sin. He is God in the form of man, 
immaculate, who executes the will of his Father^ the Word^ 
God, who is in the Father, who is on the right hand of 
the Father, and with this form, he is God.^^ 

15. Origen, one of the most learned Fathers of the 
church, and the first writer who paid any attention to the 
criticism of the Bible, flourished A. D. 210, to 253. He 
says, " the Word of God, clothed in the flesh of Mary, 
came forth into the World, and, indeed, it was one thing 
in him that was seen, another was understood : For the 
appearance of flesh in him was obvious to all ; but to 
few, and chosen persons was the knowledge of his God^ 
head imparted. Christ is the word of God; but the 
word was made flesh. In Christ therefore, there is one 
substance from above, another, assumed of the human 
nature" &c. " He who makes a good confession ascribes 
to Father, Son and Holy Ghost, each three respective 
peculiars, but will nevertheless confess, that there is no 
diversity of nature or substance, when we come to the 
grace of Baptism, renouncing all other Gods and L&rdsy 
we confess One God alone, the Father, the Son^ and the 
Holy Ghost.'' — (See page 29, par. 3d.) 

Numerous other authorities, of the same import, are 
unavoidably omitted, having already exceeded by far, the 
limits originally assigned to this manual. We shall there- 
fore pass from these extracts for, and against, without 
comment, and return to the subject and remarks of our 
present proposition. 

The Word, or Power of God, if not made flesh, was 
assuredly made manifest in the flesh ; For God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself ; and is the 
same power that created all tlaiaijB^ \ ^^^O^iaSck\saSsR.%s& 

6* 
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earth by his power : He hatli established the world t 
his Wisdom and hath stretched out the Heavens by \ 
discretion" — (Jer. x. 12.) 

Having, therefore, the testimony of Grod's He 
Prophets, and Apostles, as the guarantees of our Fait] 
and believing with our whole hearts ; that the Wisdo 
Power, and Holiness of the One Supreme, are in th 
essential essences, one and the same substance, thou 
represented according to their peculiar qualities, 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.* And as it is not cc 
trary to the regular rules of expression, when speaki 
of the essential properties of Being ; to speak of the 
properties, as characteristic of the Being in whose si 
stance they are united as the constituents of that Bein 
We therefore beUeve, Jesus Christ in his essential natu 
to be the Power of God, f that together with the Wisdc 
and Holiness constitutes that Spiritual fulness of the Gc 
head| which dwelt, and forever dwells in the sanctifi 
Person of Jesus Christ, and we therefore, accept him, 
the Son of Grod, an integrant essence, an essential pi 
perty of Grod in his Divine Nature ; and as the Son 
Man, in the body of flesh prepared forliis Incarnation, 
which, he is " The Only Wise God our Saviour."§ 

In that day^ when " Our Lord comes with the sple 
dour of him to whom all power was given in heaven a 
in earth." " He bears three names. The first is or 
thaX no man knewy a name beyond human conceptioi 
His heavenly name : The second, the Word of Gc 
His name as the Mediator, his Scriptural name : T 
third, King of Kings and Lord of Lords ! His name, 
the conqueror of the idolatrous religion, and sovereign 
the Workl, his earthly name," he will be then universal 
acknowledged in conformity with the foregoing sen 
jnents. 

Further RhistraHom. 1 . " Let there be Light," sa 
the Wisdom of God : and his Power created Light " ai 
there was Light"|| The Son of God as the acknowledge 

* Mair. xxviii. 19. f 1 Corin. 1. 24. t Coloss. ii. 9, § Jade S 
gOea. 1.3* 
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Creator of all things,* is fitly called, the Logos or Word 
of the Lord ; or the Power of God. 

2. " Let us make Man in our image, after our like* 
ness," said the Wisdom, and, by the Power of God was 
Man created.! " In the image of God created he, 
him: male and female, created he, them," (in one 
man) "and he called theb name, Adam:J: (or the man.) 

Remark : Grod did not make a Triuity in three Persons 
as the image of Himself; but he made a Trinity in One 
person as the image of Himself : And this One Person^ or 
miage of the perfections of Deity, is called Emmanucly or 
God with tt5."|| 

But how can there be an image of an invisible, and to 
man, an. incomprehensible Being ? The image of the 
Invisible God, was not intended to represent material 
svhstances ; but spiritual essences ; and as Wisdom, Power 
and Holiness are the co-existent, co-eternal, un-create, 
and essential properties " of, and united in the one sub- 
stance of Deity, the Son of God, in whom dwells all the 
fulness of the Godhead, was in deed, and in trutli, " the 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his Per- 
son."§ (i. e. The essences of his substance.) 

True, it is%said, that " God created man in his own 
image." " Emmanml is the God, in whose image man 
was Created"^ — Christ, the Son of the Blessed, is the 
image of the Father, in his spiritual fulness : and Man 
was the image of God in Christ ; or the spirit and flesh 
united ; hence, Christ is the Spiritual Head of every 
man ; and God in Christ, is the Head of all things ; the 
God of the Spirits of aU flesh,"** " a Just God, and a 
Saviour." 

3. "And God saw every thing that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good."ft That every thing which ^ 
Wisdom had devised : which his power had Created, or 
Made, and which his Holy Spirit had Perfected and 
Sanctified, were all very good. 

* CoImss 1.16. t Gen. 1. 27. | Gen. v. ii. || Murray's Let.&c. 
vol 2. p 241 5 Hebr. 1. 3. TTMurray's let vol. ii. p. 241. ** .Vum xvi. 
22. ft Gen. 1. 31. 
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^ We thus behold the union and harmony of the Dmne 
properties and perfections of the iDeity, centered as it 
were in the sacred person of the Son of God, m the bo- - 
som of the Father, executing all the works of creation ; | 
by and for whom they were created and made manifest. 
And as he is the manifestation of the Wisdom^ Powtr 
and Holiness of the Deity, so is he also, of his Justice, 
Mercy and Love ; as will be, by and by, exemphfied. 

From the foregoing premises, it has been made clear- 
ly to appear, from the operations of the Son of Grod, in 
union with those essential properties of the Supreme, 
and that are distinguished, as the Father and Holy Spi- 
rit ; that he is, in his essential nature, one with the Fa- 
ther. And this, we have already seen, he repeatedly 
asserts, as also his pre-existence.* Yet notwithstanding 
this, some advocates for the Unitarian Faith, with the 
view of supporting their doctrine, deny the pre-existence 
of the Son, and contend that, " He was a man in all 
respects like unto Moses, (or ourselves,) sin only ex- 
cepted ; nevertheless was a man approved of God, by 
wonders, miracles and signs, which God did by him.''| 

We contend, that the pre-existence and essential divi- 
nity of the Son of God, is plainly implied, or positively 
ex-pressed, in many passages of the Holy Scriptures, 
some of which have been already introduced, and more 
will be brought forward in the progress of this section. 

L If the Son of God be the creator of all things, he 
must have existed before all things. And as nothing 
short of infinite Power and Wisdom, could thus create 
cdl tilings , the creator of all things, must be infinite in 
Power and Wisdom. According to every analogy hi 
nature, to affirm that Jesus Christ existed before all 
things, not only implies, but establishes the fact of his 
]>re-existence and also, of the infinity of his Power and 
Wisdom. 

The term Son of God implies the previous existence 
of a God, who is the Father ; But the Son must have 

* John xvi. 28 — xvii. 6. f New-York Universal Book Society, 
Trstct ]So. 1, p, 6, art. 8. 
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existed in the essential nature of the Father as an inte- 
grant essence of the Father before he became a Son. 
Therefore, as it respects the Father, the son is not self- 
existent, but co-existent, and of the same essential na* 
ture with the Father ; but as it respects all things else, 
he is with the Father,, pi e-existent.. 

The essential nature of the Father and Son, thus dis- 
linguished in name, together with the Holy Spirit ; and 
further distinguished as the Wisdom, Power and Holmess 
of the Supreme, in one supreme eternal uncreate and 
self-subsisting Spirit; as properties, essentially, and 
hence indispensibly necessary to his Being,* is one God, 
perfect in all his glorious essences, or pix>perties, and in 
and by whose substance, those properties are sustained. 

" If God," says the Rev. Mr. Worcester, " be a di- 
vhie person, his own Son must be a divine person. — Ac- 
cording to every analogy in nature, to affirm that Jesus 
Christ is God's own Son, implies that he is a person tru- 
ly divine, t 

We consider the foregoing propositions and inferences, 
as conclusive evidence of the co-existence and essenti- 
ally divine nature of the Son of God ! and as we have 
no where contended for, or even hinted at, the self- 
existence and independence of the Son," as distinct from 
the Father ; but have advocated and maintained, liis co- 
existence, co-equality, and co-eternity, as to his essen- 
tial essence or nature, ui and with the Father, as one 
only living and true God ! from everlasting, we cannot, 
according to the fair construction of our theory, be con- 
sidered as Polytheists, of the advocates of the doctrine 
of a plurality of gods ; though Trinitarians. | 

2. We now proceed to the consideration of the na- 
ture, character and office of the Son of God, after his 
incarnation ; and here, we deem it necessary, to pre- 
face our inquiry with the following proposition : 

" If properties and qualities are essential to Being ; 
and God the Father be truly uncreate, underived and 

* See page 36, Axiom 1, ii. Cor. iii. 17 — 18. t Bible News, p. 136. 
t See jMiss Hannah Adams' Dict.of a\\I^^\\§;vo\i%, NxV. ^ KJJsv^^^aix^^^" 
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eternal, his essential properties must be also uncreate, 
underived and eternal. And as the Son of God is, in 
lus essential nature, one, in the essential nature of the 
Father, in this nature, he must be uncreate, underived 
and eternal. According to every analogy in nature to 
affirm that Jesus Christ is God's own son, implies that he 
is a being, whose co-eidstence in and with the Father 
from everlasting, in his essential nature, is truly uncre- 
ate, underived and eternal." 

It must be obvious that we allude to the properties 
and quaUties, or integrant essences of the invisible GroA \ 
and this brings us to the illustration of the second propo- 
sition of our subject. 

The Scriptures no where authorise us to consider the 
Son of Grod as a created or made Being ; but as begot- 
ten of the Power and Wisdom of God,* a co-e:nstent 
property of the Father invisible, but now manifest in his 
Son, who was visible ; and we conceive, that it will be 
readily conceded that in this essentially divine nature as 
existing in the Father from everlasting, he is uncreated, 
underived and eternal ; but m the incarnation, he is also 
a derived, and hence dependent Being ; not created or 
made, but the only begotten oy concurrence of the Pow- 
er and Wisdom of the Father. 

The prompt and willing obedience of the Son of God, 
to the Wisdom and will of the Fatiier, is amply illus- 
trated by all the works of creation ; and is also beauti- 
fully expressed by the King and Prophet David : " Lo I 
come ; m the volume of the book it is written of me : I 
delight to do thy will, O my God !"t Of this incarna- 
tion the Prophet Isaiah has plainly spoken, wluch pro- 
phecy has been fulfilled, and recorded in the Four Gos- 
pels. 

We are now to consider that glorious essence or pro- 
perty of Gk>d, by and for whom the universe was made^ 
(and whose invbible or spiritual existence in the Father, 
he asserts to have been before the world was){: in the 
character of a Mediator and Savbur. The motives and 

'Lake 1.85. f Pi aim il. 7. t Uaiah Vii. U. \\3o\iikx^\W 
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design of the humiliation of the Son of Grod being am- 
ply detailed and explained in the Holy Scriptures, and 
being generally understood and agreed to, among Chris- 
tiafis of every denomination, it is unnecessary to speak 
further of them in this place. 

The great question now to be decided, is, did the Son 
of Grod, by his incarnation, humiliation and death, so 
wholly and entirely divest hunself of his essentially divine 
nature, as to be from thenceforth, nothing more than "a 
man in all respects like unto Moses, (or ourselves,) sin 
only excepted ?" 

This subject is worthy of, and claims our most serious 
consideration; we must therefore be indulged, in extend- 
ing it, even beyond our previous sections. For to ascer- 
tain and prove the true character of and the honor due 
to the Son of God, as the Creator and Saviour of the 
World, is of infinitely more importance to mankind, than 
to prove the doctrine of the Fmal Salvation of all men, 
the subject of those sections ; we therefore proceed to the 
solution of the question in all its bearings as follows : — 

Although the Son of God became also the Son of man ; 
Although, he had laid aside, "the form of God," (an ev- 
idence that he had previously existed in that form) the 
glory which he had with the Father befiwre the world was, 
to take upon himself the form of man, and to be found 
in fashion as a man.^ Although he humbled hiniself in 
this latter form, that he might suffer, and by the grace Y>f 
God taste death for every man.f Still, he retamed in 
&e invisible Deity unimpau;ed,the essential Divinity of hid 
nature ;| nor was he, in His essential nature, less an in* 
tegrant essence of Deity, in the body which manifested 
his humanity, than when he was in the form of Grod," ii| 
the bosom and glory of the Supreme, of which, and in 
which, he was one from everlasting ages. 

Although the Son of God was clothed with flesh, and 
condescended to become the firiend of sinners, his life. 



» Phillip ii. 8. f Hebr ii. 9. t See page 69, the Axiom he^\nnmf 
}x\fh the words, *■ no possible event,' &c. 
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liis words, afford suflScient proofs of an essentially Divin 
nature. If Omnipotence be a proof of essential Divinitj 
the Son of God is essentially Divine, for he not only Cit 
ated all things, but declares all power in heaven an 
in earth is given unto him.* In this respect, we thin 
he difters widely from "Moses, (or oureelves.)" 
Omniscience be a proof of essential Divinity, Jesus < 
Nazareth, is essentially Divine ; for the thoughts of mei 
were kndvm unto him.f If Omnipresence be a proof i 
essential Divinity, the Son God is essentially Di\'ine. F( 
he says, while on earth in the body, "no man hath a 
cended up to Heaven, but he that came down froi 
Heaven, even the Son of man, which is in Heaven":}:- 
The Son of man was therefore on Earth afid in Heave 
at the same time, in virtue of his Omnipresence ! H 
said also, that where two or three are gathered togeth< 
in his name, there he would be in the midst of them, || ar 
to his Disciples, " Lo ! I am with you always, even unl 
the end of the world."§ If to be filled with nil the fulnei 
of the Godhead, be a proof of essential Divinity, the Sc 
of G^d is in this respect also, essentially Divine, " F( 
in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily**^ 
In these respects also, we presume it will be admitte< 
that Jesus of Nazareth, Ihough a man, differed mateiial] 
from "Moses, (or ourselves,)" or every other man i 
the universe. In short "the distinction between oi 
Loixl and all created existences, is total. (Croly.) Poi 
sessiiig therefore the essential properties of Deity in 
two fold sense — as the properties of his inherent aad « 
sentiaJly Divine nature, prior to his incarnation ; and 3< 
by derivation : though he was the Son of Man, yet wt 
the also, truly the Son of God, the Saviour of the work 
What, if^he Son of God, in the "form of man,'' hi 
a derived existence from the Father ; does this disproi? 
his essentially divine pre-existence in and with the Fa the 
from everlasting? — What, if in this form of man 1 

* Math xxviii. 18, chap ix. 4. xii. 25. f John ii. 24, 26, t Luke x 
17. II John iv. 9, chap. iii. J13, ri. 62. § Matt, xviii. 30, chap, xvi; 
JSO, U Cohss. ij. P. 
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became obedient unto death ; does this deprive him of his 
pre-existent Eternal life, which he had with the Father 
before the world was ? What, if in this form, he who 
was rich became poor for our sakes, that we through his 
poverty mightbe made rich" — ^What, though the " Son 
of Man had not where to lay his head !" " Does this de- 
prive him of his pre-existent Power with the Father, when 
he brought Worlds into being 1 In short, let us consider 
the nature and character of the Son of God in what- 
ever way we will, whether it regards his pre-existent, or 
his derived nature, we shall find sufficient incentives, if 
we are earnestly disposed to honor God," to " honor ttie 
Son even (not in an inferior sense) as we honor the 
Father^' — ^For an Apostle, eminent for his learning, de- 
votion and piety, hath said of Christ, that " he is Grod 
over all blessed forever."* Therefore in every point of 
riew, and on every ground, the Divine honors which are 
paid to the Son, are to the glory of God the Father,"f 
who dwelleth in him for ever. It was in this form, the 
form of man, that it was the pleasure of the Father him- 
self, to honor this, his beloved Son, by dwelling in him, 
in all his fulness ; it was in this form, he is acknowle^- 
ed of Gfod, to be "his beloved Son,":}: "his only begot- 
ten Son," " His own Son."§ And in this form, we 
are commanded of the Father, to honor his Son even as 
himself, for the reasons before mentbned. And it was 
in this form, that the Son of Grod condescendeSi to caB 
himself " the Son of Man.'' From these scriptural com- 
mands and authorities therefore, we believe Jesus Christy 
in this form, to be the " Son of Man," as also verily and 
truly the Son of God, the only begotten ; and as such, is 
" in every point of view, and on every ground" entitled to 
divine honors from all men, to the glory of Grod the FatherJ 
Divine Honors are due to the Son of God from a 
variety of considerations, which can be only hinted briefly, 
in this sketch. The humble christian^ by a (Uigent search 



* Rom. ix. 5. t Worcester's Bible News, p. 146. i Matt. Ui.20. 
§ John i. 18. 
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of the Scriptures, will not fail of findmg in them, ] 
mcrous reasons why they should honor liim, but mai 
because the honors paid to the Son, are to the glory 
God the Father, dwelling in him. 

1 . As the only begotton Son of the Wisdom and Pov 
of the Supreme, eternal, uncreate, self-subsisting Spi 
even God the Father. As the Creator of all things, 
the promised seed, who should bruise the Serpei 
Head.* The Seed in whom all the nations and fajnij 
of the earth shall be blessed, f As the Lord our Righteoi 
ness4 As the Messiah, || (the anointed of the Loi-d.) 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the Sins of 1 
World. § As the Light and Life of the World. ^[ As i 
good Shepherd, who gave his life for the Sheep.** I 
ilesh for the life of the world, ff As the bread of Life. 
As having all Power in Heaven and in Eai1h,|||| &c. 

2. As 3ie Mediator between Grod and Man.§§ Ask 
ing obtained an eternal Priesthood, by which, he is t 
Mediator of a better Covenant, ^f^f &c. As being the pi 
pitiation for the sins of the whole world.*** As being 
the right hand of the Majesty on High, where he e\ 
liveth to make intercession for us.ff f As sending fin 
the Holy Spirit into the hearts of men,J:f :j: according 
his glorious promises. |||||| And as reconciling us ui 
God,§§§ &c. 

3. As.the Saviour of the World, manifested to destr 
fhe works of the deviL^f ^f ^f As having been seen and t< 
tified, by chosen witnesses, that the Father sent the S 
to be the Saviour of the World.**** As having prov 
by his own declaration, that, " God sent not his Son ir 
the world, to condemn the world ; but ttat the woi 
through Mm, might be saved."tttt As having given 1 
life a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, Hit As 
God, in being the Saviour of all men, specially, of the 

* Gen. ill. l5 t Ch. zxii. 15, 18. i Jcr. xxiii. 6^ 6. || Dan. ix. i 
&John i. 36. ITCh. i. 9— ix. 6. **Jo!ui x, 11. fiCh. vi. 51. ttCh. 
35, 48. linMatt. xxriii. 18. §§l Tim. ii. 6. TliHeb viii. 6. *»*! Jo 
ii.2, Rom.iii.25. fffHeb. vii. 25. Ut Acts ii. 17,33. ||||||Lukexxiv.' 
Johnxvl 7, 14. JjJEph. ii. IG. 11TO John iii. 8. ***'*'Cii.i\\ 14. 
tfffJohniii. 17. tUtl Tim.ii. 6. 
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tiiat believe.* As being the Christ, in whom, all that 
die in Adam, are to be made aUve.t ^^ ^^^ King, who 
shall bring aU things into subjection unto himself, | that 
must reign until he hath put all enemies under his feet|t 
As having been dead, but is now alive for evermore, and 
having the keys of hell and of death. § As having re- 
deemed us from the curse of the^law, being made a curse 
for tES. ^ As having obtained eternal redemption for us.** 
As remaining in Heaven, until the times of restitution of 
all things, ft As, after having subdued all things to hun- 
self : he will be subject unto him, that put all things un- 
der hkn, that God may be all in all.:j::j: As being highly 
exalted of God, and having a name given him which is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee 
should bow, of thitigs in heaven, and things, in earth, and 
thin^ under the earth ; and, Uiat every tongue should 
confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the Glory of God 
the Father. II il 

.It therefore cannot but be obvious, that whether we 
consider the Son of Grod with respect to liis co-existence 
wi&k the Father, before his incarnation ; or the manifesta- 
tions of his illimitable love, wherewith, he so loved us, as to 
give his life a ransom for all ; after his mcarnation, man- 
kind in every part of the world, wherever his name hath 
been heard, and his gospel preached, have, as is shown 
above, sufficient imperious motives, topay Divine Honor, 
to the very and true Son of God " The first begotten, 
and to whom, the Father hath commanded even tne an- 
gels of God to worship him.§§ 

III. Of the Holy Ghost. 

For ourselves, we consider the Holy Ghost, to be the 
third integrant essence, that together with the Father aad 
the Son, establishes most clearly to our conceptions, the 
manifest properties, of the Supreme, Eternal, Uncreate, 
Sclf-sub^ting Spirit ; even God the Almighty ; the in- 

*1 Tim. iv. 10, Psalms cvii. 2. fl Cor. xv.22. ^Heb. ii. 8. ||1 Cor. 
XV 25. §Rev. i. 18. ITGal. iii. 13. '♦*Heb. ix. 12. \\ A.cU VU,aV^W.«xt, 
svii. 11, Luke i. 68, 70. X\l Cor.xv.a.'i. IJW^VvX/u.^AV ^^^.V^. 
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visible Father ; and we thus conceive of these properties, 
which some term, Attributes of the Deity, primarily, as 
the essentially inherent, "internal relations,"* of these 
Drnne Properties, to their source and centre, the illimita^ 
ble, invisible incomprehensible Grod. Secondarily, we de- 
rive our knowledge, or conceptions of these internal re- 
lations, fix)m both reason and revelation,* or the manifes- 
tations of those properties, which, both reason and reve- 
lation convince usj are not only essential to, but are also 
exclusively the properties, or attributes of God. 

From these integrant essences, or internal relations 
wWch we have considered, as the Wisdom, Power and 
Holiness of the Supreme First Cause, as essential to, 
and united in one Spirit, we have arrived to those ideas 
oi that incomprehensible being, which establishes in our 
mindS) the most awfully, and unspeakably grand and 
sublime conceptions, of the Author and Governor of the 
Universe, and its untold Worlds. 

The sacred volume informs us of this Holy Being, . ad 
God the Father — a Son of Grod — a Holy Ghost : and 
in obedience to the command of that Son, to whom all 
power in Heaven and in Earth had been given ; we were 
baptised unto God in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, as unto one God. Reasoning, 
therefore, upon the doctrines of the sacred Scriptures, in 
relation to diese divine names, we arrived at our present 
conclusions ; and having compared them with all the Sys- 
tems and Theories of the numerous Sects of Christians 
contained in tlie various Ecclesiastical histories in general 
use ; we have improved, it is true, by the comparison, 
but have discovered no sufficient reason to alter or aban- 
don our faith in the doctrine of " the holy, undivided 
Trinity." 

As the Son of God, is declared to be " the power of 
God, and the Wisdom of (Jod ;" as it has been declared 
of Mm, that he "was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, or ever the earth was" — " that when the foun- 
dations of the earth were appointed, then was he by 

*' We are Indebted to Dr. Soutk for t\ua appTovY\8i\« \A\m. 
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Kim, as one brought up with him, and was daily his de- 
fight, rejoicing always before him ;* And from a variety 
of paraUel passagies throughout the scriptures ; we have 
been induced to believe, that the Wisdom of God; 'InDed, 
and the Power of God produced the only begotten of the 
Father, f This Di^dne Process, we consider to have been 
altogether spiritual and incomprehensible to man; but 
#hich may be considered as the anti-type of that which 
Idcceededin the incarnation of the Redeemer, as de- 
scribed by St. Liike, ch. 1. v. 35, and in which, the union 
of these integrant essences, are described, as the Holy 
Ghost, and the Power of the Highest. 

It is meant by us to be distinctly understood, that we 
consider these essences, though distinguished by terms, or 
names expressive of their influences and opemtions, as 
nevertheless eternally and indissolubly united, and cen- 
tered, in one incomprehensible Supreme ; ahd that all 
their operations, though manifested under names, or 
terms, as just before observed, all tend to one great and 
glorious end — ^when God shall be all in alL He was from 
everlasting all in all in these his essential properties or 
essences, before the creation — and is now — and when 
Time shall be no longer — ^when the Son, the Power of 
God and the Wisdom of God, shall have brought all 
things into subjection to himself — ^when by the regenera- 
ting influence of the Holy Spirit, he shall have sanctiified 
anew, all his works which he had done — ^when he shaB 
have destroyed the works of the devil — and there shall be 
no more sin, and no more death — ^when he shall havfe 
judged the earth in righteousness, and rewarded every 
man according to his works : whether they be good, or 
whether they be evil ; Having reconciled all things unto 
the Father : Then shall the Son also himself be subject 
unto him that put all things under him, that God may ij^ 
all in all. 

Then will the Son and Holy Spirit, | having done .all 

* Prov. viii. 23, 33, where Christ is supposed to be intended under 
the similitude of Witdom. fSee page 73. 
% The learned and pious Dr. Worcester says, « B^ tU^ H<jV^ S?jl« 
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their work, which the Father, the Supreme Wisdonv 
had assigned to them respectively to do, in heaven and 
in earth, retwn to the bosom of the Incomprehensible, 
diat as it was in the beginning, Wisdom, Power and 
Holiness, glorified Grod and were glorified in and by 
him, that so shall it thenceforth ever be, world without 
end. 

Wherefore, if to believe in the co-existence, uncreate 
essence, eternally divine nature and essential onenesB 
of the Son of God ! in his spiritual essence, with the 
Father and Holy Spirit : if to worship the Trinity m 
Unity, " the one only livmg and true Grod, as the Father, 
in and through the person of his only begotten Son, our 
Mediator, Redeiemer and Saviour ; by tibe influence and 
operations of the Holy Spirit on our hearts: If to be- 
lieve and maintain, that (xod made a Trinity in one per- 
soBy SU3 the image of himself; that this one person is 
Emmanuel (Grod with us;) that he is the Grod! in 
whose image man was made : If for these, we are de- 
nounced by men like ourselves, that with all our wisdom 
and knowledge, are, nevertheless, conscious of how 
much we are ignorant of divine things ; though they call 
us Idolators ; we nevertheless, conceive it our duty so to 
worship the Grod of the whole Universe, through the Son 
and Spirit, in and by the name of Father, Son and Ho- 
ly Ghost, content to leave the question of Idolatry to the 
decision of the Supreme Judge of all the earth. 

While on this subject, we consider the following i^ 
marks on Sceptical Philosophy, firom the Rev. Dr. 
Wardlaw, of Glasgow, as strictly appropriate to our 
design : 

" Those Philosophers of whcMn I speak, possess, in 
more than ordinary energy, a principle common to them 
with all, an aversion from having any thing authorita- 

rit radically considered, the same is uirderstood as by the phraie, 
" the fulness of God !"--To this we have no objection, it is no more 
than an expression of onr meaning by other words, than those we 
have adoptpd and used. We understand and include ail the essen- 
ial properties of Deity* in their united influence, as constitttling i^l 
the fuloeis of God ! [See page 82, and elsewhere.] 
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tlvely presented to them. They cannot bear to be die- 
|ated to. They like to exercise their own powers of ii^ 
vention and dfecovery ; to have their own systems, their 
own distinguishing tenets, and their respective followers 
and admirers. They must have the liberty of thinking 
for themselves." 

** And, do not imagine that I am for denying them 
this liberty. It is right, that they, and that every man, 
flboold enjoy, and should use it. But still, if the Bible 
be once adnutted to be the word of God, it follows of 
necessity, that it requires the submission of every mind 
to its dictates. Whatever it reveals, must be received as 
truth : whatever it commands must be practised as duty. 
This restrains the high minded spirit of Preethinking, It 
represses the " airy wing" of a bold and lofty specula- 
tion. It sets down the Philosopher, at the feet of the 
Apostles and Prophets, in flie humble capacity a( a 
learner and asker of questions. For if these men real- 
ly spoke and wrote " as they were moved by the Spfait 
of God," then, the sole inquiry, in consulting their wri- 
tings, must be, " What is the meaning of their words ?" 
When that is ascertained, there can be no liberty left to 
take or reject at pleasure, — ^to select what we may deem 
worthy of adoption, and to refuse what meets not our 
liking, or approvals There can be no liberty to alter and 
amend, to add or to diminish. The testimony of God 
must be taken as it is ; it must be received, in humble 
simplicity of mind, as he has ^ven it. Aiid this sub- 
mission of the understanding to its implicit and authori- 
tative dictation, is a demand wtuchthe self-sufficient spi- 
rit of the wisdom of this world iSnds it especially difficult 
to brook. "It is a hard saying, who can bear it?"* 
— " And one reason it is to be feared, why the divine 
authority of the bible does not, as it ought, engage their 
first and most anxious inquiry, is the secret conscious- 
ness, that if it do possess such authority, it must bind 
them down, it must command their assent, it must 

* Two Sermons, entitled, man responsible for his belief.-^Scr. 2d, 
P 62. 
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destroy, as they conceive, their freedom of thought; 
and they cannot bear this : they feel, in the native vani- 
ty of their minds, a higher pleasure in moving at large 
on the sea of sceptical speculation, troubled.as it i^ and 
streWn with wrecks, than in the peaceftd security of the 
harbor of faith."f 

We now prepare to bring to the notice of our read- 
ers the Articles of our Chnstian Faith. We think it 
scarce necessary to premise, that they have now, for the 
first time, been selected and embodied in their present 
form, from the works of the several authors quoted in 
this Essay ; and that as Protestants, we have preferred 
as a precedent, the articles of the Protestant Epilieopai 
Churches of America : But while we acknowledge me 
arrangement to be perfectly new, in its present form ; 
we rigidly adhere to our claims to antiquity, ha^di^ shewn 
in the first section, that the substance of all the articles 
have been promulgated and believed in, by every faithfiil 
TTniversalist from Adam to Moses — and from him to this 
age ; and we aver^ that it will be more and more be- 
lieved ill, even to the " age of ages." 



ARTICLES OF FAITH, 

Of the Evangelist, or Primitive^ Apostolic and Catholic 

. CAurcA of Trinitarian Universalists, in /Ac City 

of Charleston^ vnth copious Remarks and Illustrations. 

Art. L Of God. — We believe in one supreme eter- 
nal, uncreate, self-subsisting and invisible Spirit, or Be- 
in§, one only true and living Grod, who, in and by, the 
union of his essential essences, whose qualities, are Wis- 
dom, Power, and Holiness, in one undivided whrfe, is 
that complete, full, perfect, holy Being : Fffst tWnci- 
Ae ; the cause, " source or or^n of all things ; and who 
ath revealed himself and his glorious properties in the 

i lb. id. pp. 66; 67. 
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Scriptures of his Truth, as the Lord God AJmighty ! that 
there is " no God else beside him, a just God and a Sa- 
viour :*' and that " the Lord our God is one Lord." 

Art. IL Of the Son of God^ and the Holy Spirit, — 
We believe, the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ! to be 
the only begotten Son of God ! a manifestation of the 
Wisdom, Power- and Holiness of the Supreme, in a 
sanctified body of flesh ! begotten not accordhig to ordi- 
nary, but by a spiritual generation, as predetei-mincd in 
the Inmiense Mind from everlasting. 

That the Godhead dwelling in all its fulness, in the 
person of Jesus Christ, is expressive of the union of the 
integrant essences of the Deity ; so that as Jesus is the 
manifest Saviour, the Godhead being invisible ; God in 
Christ, is still the Lord God Almighty ! and there is no 
God else beside him, a Just God, (m his invisible es- 
sences) and a Saviour, (in his manifested properties) in 
his Son. In Christ therefore who is the Lord, and the 
Godhead in him, we understand, " the Lord our God is 
one Lord !" 

We believe in the Holy Ghost, as the thirf integrant 
essence or essential property of the Deity or Godhead, 
as the Spirit of Holiness, existing in, and one with the 
Father, dwelling in all their fulness in the person of the 
Son, is thus manifest in the flesh, a Trinity in Unity, the 
one only true and living God ! the Creator, Saviour and 
Sanctifier, or Jehovah ! in whose self-subsistence existed 
from everlasting in one infinitely great and undivided 
union ; as the essential properties of his being, illimitable 
Wisdom, Power and Holiness ; and to whom with tha 
Father and the Son, be glory in the highest — ^Amen. 

Art. ni. Of the Immuttability of God, — We believe 
in the immutability, and unalterable character of God ! 
that he is all wise, all powerful, all holy ! Perfect in all 
his essential properties, and boundless in all his natural 
properties ; that he can suflFer no loss, nor have any 
augmentation, to his illimitable nature and perfections ; 
wherefore " He is the same yesterday, to-day, and for- 
evermore," and that " He changetlv uoC WVjkx^^^^^^ 
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whatsoever he willed at the creation, is his will now, and 
will not alter, for God will accomplish all his will. 

Art. IV. Of the finite nature of sin, — ^We believe man 
to be a finite oeing ; and according to every law of na- 
ture, which assigns to every order of behig, properties 
and capacities suited to their finite nature ; it is hence 
impossible, according to those laws, for a finite being to 
perform an infinite act. The* essential properties of man 
are of a linuted nature ; they are bounded by laws, 
which he cannot transcend. The exercise of all his 
properties being limited by those laws, his actions arc 
consequently limited. Sin is therefore of a finite na- 
ture. And as nothing but Deity can perform an infinite 
act, it is contrarv to reason, to adnut the idea of the in- 
finite nature of sm in man. 

Art. V. Of Atonement.^ — Atonement is the act of 
making satisfaction for wrongs, or imuiies done ; and 
involves in its nature the expiation of offences by otfering 
an equivalent — ^the restitution, or restoration, to a state 
prior to that which has rendered an atonement necessa- 
ry. The reconciliation of the offender, to a state of ac- 
ceptance with Justice and Truth, and the making satis- 
faction to a dissatisfied being. 

That man became a dissatisfied being, in consequence 
of transgressing the command of his Creator, is too true 
to admit of denial ; and that a consciousness of moral 
guilt induced a perverted judgment is also true. Hence, 
Adam attempted to lude from his Maker and his friend, 
because he now thought (xod was his enemy. It is evi- 
dent, that the spiritual death wWch he experienced, on 
the day of his transgression, left Adam a carnal mind, 
which is enmity against God ! and this is the evil which 
his transgression has entailed upon all Ins posterity. And 
that man may be reconciled, restored to the image and 
love of God, help was given unto one that was both able 
and willing thus to save fhe creatures of his love. 

* We are indebted to the Rpt. Hotea Ballou, for the valuable hint.« 
which have led to the adoption of this Article. See his masterly work 
/>» tbo Atoncmeat. Portomouth, N. H. EdUlon \«12. 
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The spiritual Adam, in whose image man wag made 
fuUiUed the whole law, both spritual and moral lu 
the Divine economy, the aU-atoning Liamb was slain 
from before the foundation of the w^orld. And the actual 
personal sacrifice of Clirist, is the coMequencCy and not 
the cause of trod's love to us. Of this we have abundant 
testimony in the Scriptures. (Consult Isaiah liii. 5, 6. 
Daniel ix. 24. John iiL 16, 17. 1 John 4, 9, 19. Romans 
iv. 25 — ^v. 8. John xv. 13. Acts il 23, and various pa- 
rallel passages,) all which go clearly to prove that God 
has not estranged himself from man ; but that it is man 
who has estranged himself from (Jod ; and as an un- 
changeable being, Grod has never loved his creatures less 
since the fall, than before it ; nor is'he unreconciled to- 
ward them ; " for if he was unreconciled who could re- 
concile an unchangeable Being?' 

It is man then, and man only, that is in an unreconciled 
state toward God; and man beuig a changeable being, 
it is possible for hwn to be reconciled to God, and thug * 
says the Apostle : " Now then, we are ambassadors for 
Christ ; as though God did beseech you by us : we pray 
you in Chiist's stead, be t/e reconciled unto God." (2 Cor. 
v. 20. ) " That the Scriptures abundantly prove, that aU 
men are siimers, and in an unreconciled state, considered 
under the law, or in. the earthly nature, will not be dis- 
puted by any. Then it is certainly man that needs re- 
conciliation ;" and that it is " man that receives the atone- 
iTieut, was evidently the opinion of St. Paul, see Romans 
V. 11," and not only so, but we also joy in God, through . 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom uoe have now received 
the atonement" In the marginal reading it is translated, 
" the reconciliation ;" which we understand as a syno- 
iiyme o{ conversion^ and of being renewed m the Spirit 

Of the ability of Christ for reconcilhig us, and all things 
unto God, it is unnecessary for us to write ; the Scrip- 
tures are full of proofs of that nature, and he can never 
fail of accomplishing all his will in us and by us, so long 
as it is written, that " Grod was in Christ reconcilhig the 
world unto himself; not iniputii^ their .trespasses unto 
them.'' 
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" Without atonement Grod's glorious design in the e?ei 
lasting welfare of his ot&pring, man, could never be ej 
fected ; the ordination of an infinitely merciful God coiil 
not be carried into eflfect. The Almighty must not I 
deprived of the means of accomplishuig his gracious d 
signs. We read of his covenant with day and n^l 
which cannot be broken, but it would be broken at one 
should the causes cease that produce these changes. ^ 
of the covenant of eternal mercy, the testament of eta 
nal life, it must be put in force by the death of the test 
tor, and its life and immortal glory be brought to 1^ 
through his resurrection." (See Ballou on Atonement 

Art. VI. Of the one Oblation of Chnst^ fmisJied vp 
the Cross. — We believe, with our Protestant Episcot 
bi-ethren, " that the offering of Christ once made, is th 
complete and perfect propitiation and satisfaction for aU t 
sins oftfie xohole worlds both original and actual, whcrel 
he obtained pardon and the redemption of all mankind 
(See thirty-first Article of the Protestant Episcopal Chu 
ches of America, ed. 1817. And also the twentieth A 
ticle of the Methodist Episcopal Church, ed. 1817.) 

We do not believe that it was the humanity alone, 
tlie man Christ Jesus, that suffered death on the Crosi 
but that it was truly the Son of God, in that sanctifii 
nature which had been prepared for him for the purpoe 
that he might suffer, and by the grace of Grod, taste dea 
for every man. 

Art. VII. Of the descend of Christ into Iladesy (in tl 
English version translated HelL) — We believe that Chr: 
was " put to death in the flesh, being quickened by tl 
Spirit, by which also he went and preached to the spiri 
in prison, which sometime were disobedient, when oiu 
the long suffering of God waited in the days of Noah," & 
(1 Pet. iii. 18, 19.) We consider the object of our dei 
Redeemer, in preaching to the sphits of the dead, in the 
prison, or Haaes^ was to offer them salvation on his o^ 
gospel terms, in order that they might be placed upon c 
equal footing with the living. And that this is no visional 
idea the Apostle contmues in the same epistle, (iv. 5, 6 
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ondsays, *'For, for this cause was the gospel preach- 
ed alao to them that are dead, that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh ; but live according to God 
in the spiiit." And that some, at least, of those that were 
dead, arose with him in his resurrection, we have the au- 
thority of St. Matthew, who says, "And the graves were 
opened, and many bodies of the saints, that slept, arose, 
and came out of the graves after his lesunection, and 
went into the holy city, and were seen of many." (Matt 
xxiii. 52, 53.) We perfectly accord with the Moravian 
churcli, i. e. the Gennan Baptists, and believe that "the 
souls of the Just are employed in preaching the gospel 
to those who have had no revelation in this life ;" and 
we believe, that thousands are saved by tliis method.— 
(See page 42.) The literal translation of the term Hades, 
is a place of darkness, silence and dread, apd about which 
the most prying eye, and the most listening ear, can ac- 
quire no inibrmation. (Campbell.) It is also rendered 
" the Gmve," " the Prison," " the Pit," &c. " The heart 
of the earth." (Matt. xii. 40.) 

Art. VIII. Of Chrises Reswrecticn and JlsccnsUm, — 
We believe with the Royal Psalmist, that the soul of the 
Son of God was not left in hell, neither was the body of 
the Holy One suft'ered to see conuption. The Son of 
God had power to lay down his life, and to take it up 
again. He had laid down his life, had given his flesh for 
the life of the world, and having paid the ransom price 
for the worid, he arose from the dead ; wherefore, all 
that the Father hath, he hath given to the Son ; the Hea- 
then are now his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth are his possession. He had humbled himself 
unto death, even the death of the Cross, but again burst- 
ing the bonds of deatli, by wliich he could not be holden, 
and being now full and complete, in the fulness of God, 
as also the fulness of man, the human family at large, die 
purchase of his blood, thus full, complete and perfect, he 
again ascended into heaven, where he has been exalted to 
the right hand (the s}Tnbol of Power) of the Majesty on 
High, where, as the Mediator between God and Man> 

10 
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he ever liveth and reigneth, to make intercession for all 
men. 

We believe that the heaven must contain him, " until 
the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spo- 
ken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began." (Actsiii. 19,21.) And that he shall come again 
to judge the quick and the dead. 

Art. IX. Of ScuirainerUs. — ^We acknowledge only two 
Sacraments as the ordinances of Christ : that is to sav, 
Baptism, and the Lord's Supper, 

1. Of Baptism. 

We believe Water Baptism,* or the Baptism of John, 
to be a sign or seal of faith, or of repentance, and is of 
Divine authority, and ought to be administered to all who 
desbe to be mai^e members of the church of Christ. With 
regard to the form of administering this Sacrfciment,t 
wMle we consider immersion as the most significant, pitv- 
per and impressive, particularly in adult subjects, we al- 
low liberty of conscience to all ; wherefore, such persoiis 
as insist upon receiving tWs Sacrament in the mode irf 
sprinkling or pouring, as is the custom of some churched, 
ought not to be denied. 

We believe that Iirfant Baptism, or the Baptism of such 
as are under yeai^, to be, if not actually commanded, 
very strongly impUed, in the Holy Scriptures. The co- 
venants of God with his people in the Mosaic Dispensa- 
tion included children as well as adults,:]^ and we can see 

* ** Water is the metaphor most frequently used to represent the 
Spirit; and the act of sending or giving^, the Spirit, is represented 
by pouring out, shedding forth, sprinkling, washing, or baptizing. 
And the descent of the Spirit is compared to the descent of rain and 
dew.*' And doubtless, it was from these metaphors the various fornii 
of administering the ordinance of Qaplism originated kach form is 
considered as a sign or symbol of the Spirit ; the *^ outward and yi- 
sible sign,** whereas the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, or Christ's Bap* 
tism is " an.ioward, invisible sign" of our being regenerated and born 
of the spirit, f We desire to retain the simple Apostolic form as re^ 
cdrded, Acts vlii. 37. Faith in the Son of God was all the Apostli^s 
required as qualifying the candidate for this rite. X Genesis zrii. 7, 
M;De«t.txii;.Gal. iii.17. ' 
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no reason why they should be excluded in the Christian 
Dispensation, from entering into the covenant mercies of 
the Redeemer. The church has the most indisputable 
authorities for proving it to have been the practice of the 
Apostles, and that it was universal, without any excep- 
tion from the Apostolic age to the twelfth century.* We, 
therefore, advocate and practice Infant Baptism, inas- 
much as it is an evidence of their initiation into the church 
as an act and offering of faith on the part of their parents 
or guardians, in obedience to their Lord's command — 
*' Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of God:" " And he took 
them up in his arms, put Us hands upon them, and bless- 
ed them." " Lo ! children are an heritage of the Lord." 
(Psalms cxxvii. 3.) 

Let it be remembered here that the Saviour's Baptism 
was with the Holy Ghost and with fire. " I indeed," says 
St. John, "Baptize you with water unto repentance; but 
he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I 
am unworthy to bear ; He shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire." And this latter Baptism we 
consider essential to salvation ; while the former is but a 
necessary and preparatory ordinance. 

2. Of the Lord's Supper. 

We consider this ordinance of oiu* Lord to be a Sacra- 
ment of faith and of love. 1 . Of faith, in believing in, and 
of honouring him as the vei*y and true Son of God, the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, a predeter- 
mined sacrifice in the immense Mind, in which, by his 
concurrence with the Father's will, he laid aside the 
•* form of God," and took upon him the " form of man,'* 
in which form he was then about to offer himself a sin- 
less sacrifice for the redemption of the world ; that our 
Lord instituted tlus ordinance as commemorative of his 
sufferings and death, that in its solemn participation his 
followers might thenceforward, by this testimony, diow 

* See the writings of Origeiii Dr Wall, Dr. Gilli Reed's A|M>logy, 
Abbotts Discourse; &c. 
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forth their LorcVs death until his coming. 2. Of love, by 
approaching his table, with an humble, profound and 
gratefid sense of the amazing condescension and love of 
God in Christ ; of the unalterable and unaltered love of 
the Son of God, which induced him, to take upon himself 
the iniquities of us all ; to be wounded for our oiFences, 
to be bniiscd for our transgressions, that we by his stripes 
should be healed. When considered in this sense, the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is, unquestionably, a 
most solemn ordinance. And while we consider it to be 
ihe duty of every believer so to deport himself as to be 
fitly prepared for a joyful participation and conmiemora- 
tion of Christ's last injunction : " Do this as oft as ye do it 
in remembrance of me ;" as a figui^e of the shedding of 
his blood and the offering up of liis body for the remis- 
sion of their sins, and not theirs only but also for the siiis 
of the whole world. We, at the same time, consider it 
highly improper for any person, not properly qualified by 
frue and sincere repentance, and an honest intention of 
Christian perseverance, to partake of this ordinance, and 
that without such qualification, they partake of it to their 
own condemnation, not having regard to, or discerning 
the Lord's body as represented by the Sacrament, which 
was to show forth to the world the obedience of his 
church, an entrance into which, was only to be effected 
by repentance, and faith in the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, their head, the church being, figuratively, his bo- 
dy. Hence those who approach this table in impeni- 
tence, and partake of the divine symbols unworthily, are 
guilty of having profaned this holy oixJinance of our Lord, 
in which his blood and body are to be spiritually discerned. 
We object to the doctrines of TransvbstanHatian^ or 
the change of the bread and wine uito the body and blood 
of Christ; and of (DonsubstaxiHation, which teaches, that 
with the bread and wine we partake of the red body and 
blood of Christ. Neither can we subscribe to the doc- 
trine of the reatpresense^ in any other sense, than that God-is 
every where present ; and that in the faithful participotion 
of this truly solemn and impressive ordinance, he pours 
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'-^ out, in many instances, of the abundance 6f his Holy 
-' . Spirit, upon the truly humble, sincere and contrite be- 
liever, to the joyfiil overflowings of their grateful souls, 
and confirming them intheif confidence and Christian 
faith in his promises that he is with them, ^^Lo ! I am 
with you alway, even to the end of the world." This 
- blessing is also experienced, not alone in partaking of this 
ordinance, but also in all sincere approaches to the Giver 
of all good, whether in prayer, in thanks^ving or in praide. 

Art. X. Of Just^ation and Righteousness: — \Ve be- 
lieve in the justification ofman by faith ; not in or by his 
own merits ; " For by grace are ye saved through mith, 
and that, not of yourselves, it is the gift of God ! not of 
works, lest any man should boast." Nor are we righte- 
ous in and of ourselves ; but only by faith in him, who is 
*' the Lord our Righteousness." 

Art^ XL Of Good Works. — Good works are the fruits 
of Faith, and are an evidence that Grod worketh in us, all 
things after the counsel of his own will, in enabling us to 
be co-workers with him ; by which grace we not only let 
our light so shine before men, that tbey may see our good 
works, and glorify our Father, who art in heaven ; but 
is also an evidence, that we are striving " to work out 
our ownsalvation with fear and trembling." 

As our faith, and our works, as also our salvation, are 
each of them, the effect of God's grace, exciting and en- 
abling us, to be co-workers with Wm ; we cannot disco- 
ver any grounds on which to believe in " works of supe- 
rerrogation, or voUmtary works over and above God'a 
command," and particularly as Christ said, "when ye 
have done all that is commanded you, say, we are unpro- 
fitable servants ; we have done that which was our duty 
to do." (Luke xvii. 10.) 

Art. XII. Of Christian Perfeetion,-^*^ We believe it 
to be the privilege, as it is also the duty of every be- 
lievery to grow daily in grace, and in the knowledge and 
love of Qod ; that Christian Perfection is a work of die 
Spirit of Grod, that baptizii^ the spirit of man with fire ; 
tiie eternal invisible fire of his Divine love^ and burulu^ 

10=^ 
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up all the dross and sinful desires of the believer, he be- ; 
comes more and more perfect, and is more and better 
enabled to attain to that msirk of the prize of his high 
calling in God through Christ. We believe Fsutb to be 
progressive, " the leaven, that leaveneth the whole 
tump ;" that " unto every one of us, is given grace, ac- 
cording, to the measure of the ^ of Christ;'* that he 
gave, some apostles, and some prophets, and some evan- 
gelists, and some pastors and teachers ; for the perfect- 
ing of the saints, for the work oi the ministry, for the 
e£fying the body of Christ, till we all come in ihe unity 
of the Faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fiilness of Christ.'* (Ephes. iv. 7 — 13.) 

Art. XIII. Of the Holy Scriptures. — We believe in, 
and joyfully accept the Holy Scriptures, contained in 
the Canonical Books of the Old and New. Testaments, 
as- the oracles of Grod ; ^^ that all his Scriptures are given 
by his Divine inspiration, and in this view and with this 
faith, we do most gratefully and sincerely receive them, 
as the next best evidence of his eternal and unalterable 
Love wherewith he loved, and still loves us ; to that of 
the gift of his Son and Sjririt, for the regeneration, re- 
conciliation, and final salvation of all men. 

We receive the Bible, as the Will of our heavenly Fa- 
ther : the New Testament as a codicil to that WDl, by 
which a more glorious provision has been made for the 
Son and heir of Grod ; by which " the heathen is his in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth are his pos- 
session," and by which, all mankind are made the heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Christ. 

In this will, which is ratified by. the oath of the Father, 
signed, sealed and executed with the blood of the Son, 
perfected and recorded by tibe holy Spirit ; and witiiessed 
by all God's holy prophets and apostles, since tfa« world 
began ; we discover the greatest of all treasures^ the 
richest of all legacies ; enough to enrich all die sons and 
daughters of , Adam ! In it believers have the promise of 
eternal life, naymore, a solemn lassurance that it is 
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tlieirs, for "thLs is the record, that God hatli given to u> 
eferaal life, and tins life is in his Son." In it, we read, 
" that all shall be made willing in the day of God's Pow- 
er ; and being thus made willing, eternal life will be theirs 
ilso, who were once unbelievers ; but are now, by the 
jifts and graces of God, believers. O the depth of the 
jches both of%e Wisdom and knofwledge of God! 
iVherefore, with the devout Chillingworth, we profess 
* the Bible, the Bible only is the religion of Protestants." 
The Bible, the Bible is our chftrt ; Christ our polar star, 
Lndthe Holy Ghosfour pilot, to conduct us to God, the 
laven of our rest. 

-Art. XIV. Of'the Universal Churchof Christ*— We 
)elieve, that in our dispensation, there is but one true 
ind living Faith : " the fcdth which was once delivered 
into the saints." . We beUeye, and have seen, that the 
irimitive churches throughout the world, were undoubt- 
edly formed by the apostles upon one and the same plan." 
Hence we believe that there is but one true church in 
lie whole world ; that this one universal church is con- 
itituted as Christ its head and founder, was, and isj of a 
risible and invisible nature. And as he is the head of 
liis church, as also the head of every man^ we co n- 
3lude every man believers, specially, by grace, and the 
rest of mankind, universally, by covenant and purchase, 
:o be members of his body, which is, his church. For 
t is written of the Jews, " God hath concluded them all 
ji unbeHef, that he might have mercy upon all" — " that 
as by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one, 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life." 
Hence, 

L The visible Church of Christ is constituted of faith- 
ful men and women, among every sect and denomina- 
tion of Christians, whether they are attached to the Pri- 
mitive Apostolic Church, or to the Roman or Greek 

* With the Greek church we deny that the church of Rome is the 
dnly true Catholic church ', bat we consider it a branch of the 0)rU' 
liaii Church. 
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Church, whether Pix)testant9 or Dissenters, provided they ." 
walk in the light, as he is in the light. These arc tliey *■' 
of whom it is said, God is the special Saviour^ being saved ^ 
in tliis lil'e from the fear of death, and of a judgment to - 
come, shnll share in the first resurrection, and over whom ' 
the second death hath no power. These are a manifes- ■'■ 
tation of Christ's visible body, or Churcfi. 

2. His invisible Church we believe to consist of the 
entire residue of the human family, who arc also, accord- 
ing to the foreknowledge and eternal purposes of God 
in Chi'ist, members of Ws body, to be hereafter made ma- 
nifest. These are they who are not specially saved in 
this life, from the fear of death and of judgment, but have 
dreadful forebodings of the evils to come, with a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation 
which shall destroy the adversaries. (See page 47.) 

To man, finite man, it seems almost impossible that 
such can ever be saved ; but that is, because we are not 
jK)sses9ed of unlimited conceptions and powers. But with 
God, nothing can, or shall be impossible. The Son of 
Grod, in liis parable of the ten virgins, gives us clearly to 
undei-stand that these, who are not as yet visible members 
of liis Church, are still within the ark of his covenant of 
saving mercy. 

" The kingdqm of heaven is likened by ^ur Lord unto 
ten virgins, five of whom were tcise and five foolish. The 
kingdom of heaven was not likened unto five wise virgins 
only : these vii^ns were distinguished the one frran the 
other, by no one thing but the oil in their vessels with their 
laxnps — that is, light — a lamp witfaout.oil is of little value. 
They who had oil, went in and had peace and joy, they 
who had not, sought in vaia for the place of entrance, 
(they were in darkness,) and were compeUed to tarry 
without, in that state and kingdom into*wlucb they were 
born, and to which they had continued in subjection, ui 
which, of course, is weeping, and wailing, and gnashing 
of teeth." (Murray.) 

The five wise ra^ns are characteristic of believera in 
tins life, members of Christ's visible Churcbi thoae irfao 
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are specially saved. lUit the kinj^doin ol' heaven U liken- 
ed unto the tohole ten — the foolish as well as the wise ; 
ajid as the ^ve foolish vipj^ins, who aie chanicteristie of 
uubelievers, or such as aie not speciidly saved in this life, 
whether Jews or Grentiles, tire included in the parable, we 
are authorised to look forward to the time, when he who 
is the li^lit and life of men v/ill pour out of the overllow- 
ings of his fulness, ligld; by which their darkness will be 
enlightened, and their lamps furnished with oil, and lit, 
they too will see the door, the way of entrance unto 
truth and life ; and seeing, they will believe, and believ- 
ing, enter also into the joy of their Lord. 

" The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass Ids master's 
crib, but Israel doth not know, m\j people doth not coasi- 
der." " God's people, then, are of two descriptions, be- 
lievers and unbelievers, wise and foolish, obedient and dis- 
obedient, happy and miserable." 

But as members by Faith of "the Evangelist or Primi- 
tive Apostolic and Catholic, ot Universal Church of 
Christ," whose doctrines suppOTt the belief of the final 
restoration of all men to holiness and happiness ; we be- 
lieve that "God will destroy in this mountain, the face of 
the covering cast over all people, and the vail thtit is 
spread over all nations ;" that " he will swallow up death 
in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from 
oS all faces ; and the rebuke of his people ishall he take 
away from off all the earth : for the Lord hath spoken it." 

God's people will be then aU of one description — all of 
them believers, wise, obedient, happy : the members of 
his invisible Church will be now made manifest, and 
** every creature which is in heaven, and in the earth, and 
under the earth, the sea, and all that are in them, will be 
beard saying, blessing, and honour, and glory, and power 
be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb forever." 

We now proceed to assign the reasons that have de- 
termined us to the adoption of the title by which oui' 
Church is distingmshed from all other Churches in Chi-is- 
tendom. 
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We believe in the doctriiie of the restoration of all meft 
to holuiess and happuiess ; the final restitution of all 
things ; the salvation of all men. We accept the Holy 
Scriptures as the Rule of our Faith^ and by which we 
have been brought to see and believe the final salvation of 
all men to be the Primitive and Evangelical Doctrine of 
the Scriptures. Wherefore — 1, We accept this doctrine 
as Primitive and Evangelic, because it has God the Al- 
mighty Father for its origin. (Gen. iii 15 ; xxii. 15, 18; 
Isiiiah xlv. 22, 23; Philip, ii. 9, 11, and various other 
passages.) 2, We accept this doctrine as Primitive and 
Evajigelic, because it has been ratified and confirmed by 
the Son of God. (See Sect I. page 17, &c.) 3, We 
accept this doctrine as Primitive and Evangelic, because 
it was attested by the Holy Spirit, in the fonn of an An- 
gel. (Luke ii. 10.) 4, Wc accept this doctrine as Pri- 
mitive, Evangelic and Apostolic, because it was believed 
in, and promulgated by the immediate disciples and apos- 
tles of our Lord, and has never beeii lost sight of, from 
the first formation of the Christian Church to this time. 
(See Sect. IL and IIL) 

Art. XV. Of the Order of the Church and authoriU/ of 
its Rulers, — 1. As a Christian Church, we acknowledge 
no head but "Chrfat, who is Grod over all, blessed for 
ever." We believe it to be essential to the order and 
good government of the Church, (and therefore, as far 
as practicable, determine to adtere to the Primitive and 
good old custom of the Apostles,) that there should be 
" Apostles," or Bishops, " Evangelists, Pastors, and 
Teachers :" in other words, that there should be faithfiil 
Ministers of the Gospel of ReconciKation; men who can 
give evidence that they have the glory of God and the 
salvation of all mm in steady view, and that are deter- 
mined upon doing the work of Evangelists, in faithfully 
preaching Christ and him crucified for the sins of the 
world. Such, and such only, are to be the Bishops, Pas- 
tors, Evangelists, and Teachers in our Church. 

We adhere to the Apostolic form of electing Bishops, 
Pastors and other officers of the Church, according to 1 
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jRm. il and iii. chapters, and with regard to forms of 
Worship; while on the one hand we would avoid all 
nionkish austerity, so, on the other, we firmly object to 
all pomp and pai^eantry; and shunning extremes, we 
prefer the middle pnth, and desire only to assemble i)eace- 
ably and orderly in the House of God, to unite in olfer- 
ing up, " first of all, supplications, prayers, intercession?, 
jind giving of thanks for all men — for Kings, (or Presi- 
dents,) and for all that are in authority, that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life, in all godliness and honesty.** 
In singing the praises of God and the wondei-s of his Re- 
deeming Love ; in hearing the pure Gospel of Reconci- 
liation freely preached to a perishing world, without re- 
spect of persons, inviting, wooing and beseeching all to 
come to Christ, accepting him as their Sa\-iour. 

We admit of Sacred Harmony in the Church, both 
vocal and instrumental, so that all things be done in de- 
cency and order. 
. 2. The Ministers of the Church are to have no other 
authority over its members than as the faithful stewards 
of God's household, in teaching and instructing them con- 
cerning the things that make for their peace, by preach- 
ing to diem sound doctrine, in strict accordance with the 
pure Gospel of Reconciliation, in viating the sick, and 
m all things laboiuing in the Church, to do the work of 
Evangelists and Teachers. They shall also have a voice 
in common with the rest of the members in all things per* 
taining to Church government. 

As Ministers of God, they are to be held in due esteem, 
veneration and respect by all the members, who are 
bound to love them, if not for their own sakes, yet as the 
Messengers of him who so loved the world as to give his 
life a ransom for their souls ; and as they minister unto 
us their spiritual gifts, and labour for our spiritual wel- 
fare, so are we bound to administer unto them of our 
temporal g^ts, freely and sufficiently, by being careful in 
providing for them the necessary means for their decent 
.and comfortable support and maintenance ; for of a truth, 
"all faithful labourers in the Lord's \ineyard are worthy 
of their hire." 
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3. Three or more Tmstees, duly elected by the mem- 
bers, shall have the entire management of the pecuniary 
and secular concerns of the Church ; subject, however, 
to the control of the Church, which can call them to ac- 
count at every quarterly meeting ; and shall have au- 
thority to remove, displace or expel them for improper 
conduct, or abuse of trust, pro\ided the charges are 
clearly sustained, and are fairly acted upon, by a majori- 
ty of bona fide members. The Trustees are to hold their 
office during good behaviour ; and in the event of death 
or resignation, their place to be supplied by election from 
among the actual members of the Church. They are also 
vested with authority for making By-Laws for the secu- 
rity and good management of the general concerns of the 
Church; subject, nevertheless, to the control of a majo- 
rity of the bona fide members^ as above expressed. 

4. Members of this Chm*ch are to be distinguished — 1, 
as Seekers^ or those who are desirous of associating, but 
have some doubts as to the validity of one or more Arti- 
cles of our Faith ; these are not to be accepted as bona 
fide members : while — 2, bona fide members are such as 
accept all the Articles, as matters of Faith and Practice; 
cordially agreeing thereto without doubt or reservation. 
And these latter constitute owr Association, 

In all respects, the government of the Church and its 
members, is intended to be conducted upon principles 
of genuine Christian charity, liberality and brotherly 
love ; and with regard to disorderly members, the Trus- 
tees of the Church, or a majority of them, in conjunction 
with the Pastor, have authority to proceed against such, 
according to Christ's direction. (Matt, iviii. 15, 17.) 

Art. XVI. Of the Punishment of the Impenitent and 
Wicked,— As we believe in the general resurrection, and 
the great judgment, so do we also believe in future re- 
wards and punishments. We do most truly believe that 
the Righteous Judge of all the Earth will most faithfully 
and impartially reward every man according to his works ; 
that the wicked will be punished according to the correct 
meamng of the Scriptures of his truth. . We admit that 
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their punishment may be lasting^ but we object to Xht 
terms eternal, everlasting pxmishmetU, as translated in oup 
English version of the J^criptures, (see pp. 39 and 53,) 
<ind applied to the future punLshment of the impenitent 
and wicked human natuie, by all the advocates for a j^ar- 
tial or limited salvation. And we honestly and conscien- 
tiously reject the unmerciful doctrine of the eternal, ne- 
ver-ending punislmient of sinners, in the indefinite senst 
applied to these terms, as being contrary to the kno%vn 
wisdom, justice, mercy, and love of God, and repugnant 
to his nature and character, as the Father of the Spirits 
of all flesh. We believe that all pimishments, present 
and futiu^, are disciplinary , corrective, and will be finally 
efficaciousy to the full, perfect and entire recovery oi every 
human soul. Such was the object of our Creator for 
sending his Son into the world, that the world through 
him might be saved. Wherefore, being perfectly con- 
victed and fully convinced of the validity of the Scrip- 
ture doctrine of the " restitution of all things ;** and, 
hence, the reconciliation of aD men unto God, through 
Christ : we are, therefore, disposed to leave to the deter- 
mination of our Heavenly Father the duration and limits 
oj' all punishment, particularly as we are authorised to be- 
lieve that " his anger endureth but for a naoment, but his 
mercy Qndureth for ever and ever.'* 

Art. XVII. Cfftke IHnal Salvation of all JIfen.— The 
doctrine of the Restoration of all Men to Holiness and 
happiness ; of their reconciliation to God, and of the final 
salvation of every htunan being, is unquestionably a Scrip- 
ture Doctrine, a doctrine in conformity with the Will of 
God, " who willeth all men to be saved." 

We believe and mamtain, " that without holiness, no 
man shall see the Lord;" that "except our righteousness 
exceed the righteousness of the Serines and Pharisees, 
we shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven;** 
and that " except a man be born of water and of the spi" 
rit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." But s^ 
there are but few, among the many myriads of human 
souls, that are made, visibly, holy and righteous in this 

U 
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life, by being bora again of water and of the spirit ; and 
as none others can enter into tta^ kingdcum of God, how, 
then, can it be possible to suppose, and to believe, that 
aU men ioiU be saved ? 

We owe to the mdulgent patience of our readers, the 
entire developement of aH the^causes and motives which 
have led us to the adoption, and continues us in the un- 
shaken confidence of the validity of our Faith. And we 
entreat their earnest attention to the following concluding 
remarks on this article of our Christian Faith, which 
we conceive to be worthy of consideration, particularly 
when taken m connexion, which the first section of tins 
Manual. We believe that if there is one trait in the cha- 
racter of mail, which, more than all the rest, goes to 
prove the degree of hAs moral depravity; it is to be seen 
m that disposition which evinces the most obstinate resist- 
ance to the sacred truth, that "the living God is the Sa- 
viour of all men, speciatty of those that believe." Such 
mien prove this depravity of nature by their unwHUf^ness, 
that the JViU of God should be accomplished, because it 
is in direct opposition to their deprixoed uiU; and this depra- 
vity may be considered as having reached its acme in 
those individuals ; who imbibe the m]8anttut)pic opinion, 
and exult in the degrading belief, that the happiness of 
one smaU portion of human beings, placed in heaven, will 
be hourly increased, in proportion to the hourly increas- 
ing torments of the great remainder of their species, whom 
diey have charitably consigned to hell ! " Alas, poor 
human nature !" How depraved ! How greatly indeed 
dost thou need a Saviour ! 

Remarks, — 1. The eternal, immutable nature of God, 
is one of the fundamental articles of the Faith of all 
Christians. 

2. In whatever disposition the Will or Inunense Mind 
was, at the Creationy me same Will or Mind, towards the 
creatures of lus make, continues unaltered. 

3. The Omniscience of Deity is agreed to by all ; he 
therefore fi)reknew, and consecjuently foresaw, all events 
and contingencies coimected with creation. ". 
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4. His Omnipotence is unquestioned ; his Power is 
illimitable. If, then, his Prescience foresaw the fall of 
man, and that its consequence would be the faud and 
everlasting misery of an inunense portion of mankind, and 
that the remedy wWch he provided would fail of its com- 
plete effect in Ike recovery of all nien^ in such case, the 
Deity would be an umnercifid Father^ which it is impossi- 
ble that he can be. 

We see no just reason in the arguments which say, 
that if men are eternally lost, it is their own faults ; that 
the remedy was conditional, and that men are left to 
their choice, either to accept or reject the remedy ; that 
salvation is of an *^ initial nalure^^^ Christ having died for 
^very indimdwd man; but that nevertheless every indinnr 
ducU man may not, and probably will not, be finally saved. 
We have already spoken of man's acceptance or rejec- 
tion of the graces of the Spirity (page 50, ) and we are 
free to admit, that by such rejection, man renders himself 
obnoxbus to the just judgments of Deity, and. that they 
will suf&r a limited, and not eternal, and hence unmerci- 
(\il punishment, for this would be contrary to the actual 
designs of Deity, as set forth in the Scriptures. 

5. God must have had a design in creating man in his 
own image ; and as he is possessed of illimitable Wisdom 
and Power, it is morally and religiously certaui, that his 
designs in creation cannot be frustrated 

6. The universal reconciliation of all men to himself^ 
their restoration to holiness and happiness, and their final 
eternal salvation in Christ, was the predetermind i(^2 and 
design of Deity in the formation of nlan. 

To ai^ue the contrary, would be an insult to the Ma- 
jesty of God, which the Bible Universalist would not by 
any means dare to offer ; and they pity the morbid feel- 
ings of those who presume, not only to oflFer, but persist 
in their continued insults to the Deity, in attributing to 
him properties, which it is impossible for him to possess, un- 
less they can prove him to be like themselves, a compound 
oflight and darhneeSy or of goodioid m2, and this woukl 
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be to convert the reli^onof Cbiistians to that .o£ the hea- 
then pagans. • 

7. As it IS impossible for any Being short of an infi- 
nite, to fi-ustrate the designs of the Creator in his forma- 
tion of man, particularly as he has ^leclared, that " he 
willeth all men to be saved," if all men are not finaJly 
saved, it must be evident that God's will nmst.have hewx 
ihistrated ; and as no power short of iiifiiate could i>os- 
sibly.fi'ustrate the will of (xod, according to the theoiy of 
the advocates for the etmiity of hell tonnentSy there arc 
t,wo infinites opposed to each others and this, the religiou 
of Cliristian U$uvers{distSj docs not admit. However 
willing Christian Partiaiists are to maintain such doc- 

I lines, as do most unquestionably, infer as much. ^ 

8. If the design of our Almighty Creator was the final 
happiness of all his intelligent creatures, we defy the coup 
gregated hosts of earth and hell to alter, frustrate, or 
•*hauge his design. But 

9. If his design was the happiness of a chosen fetc^ and 
the eternal torment of the rejected many ^ while we humbly 
acknowledge that God hasan undoubted right to perform 
all the good pleasure of his will concerning his creatures, 
we cannot avoid the conclusion, that such a Being is a 
vindictivey cruel and unmerciful Beingy and ^^ not a God 
whose natiure and whose name is Love." Such beings are 
some inen, and such men the Christian Universalists will 
not have to reign over them ; nay, not so much as to in- 
fluence them in the most distant degree in their confi- 
dence in the unalterable designs of their Heavenly Father. 

10. If eternal misery had been decreed in the immense 
Mind, as a consequence of original or actual »n, then no 
man can be save4 because all have smned. It is of no 
use to talk about a Saviour who gave his life a ransom 
for all, or the Love of God, which induced him to send 
his Son to save the world, if eternal death or misery has 
been decreed; for as God changeth not, so neither can 
any of his eternal decrees change, and upon this principle, 
a decyee of eternal misery is determined upon all, and 
Done can be saved, unless some method can be pointed 
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^ Out for changing an unchangeable Being, "with whom 

' is no variableness, neither shadow of turning." 
^ j 11." God is not willing that any should perish, but tliat 
J all should come to repentance," (2 Pet. iii. 9.) Where- 
J fore, if any perish, or if all come not to repentance, it 
"^ must be contrary to the will of God. But will any rea- 
'-. sonable man admit that the Creator will suflferany to pe- 
': rish everhistingly ; and that too, contrary to his Almigh- 
ty will 1 We believe, that the hope of the unbelievers dotih 
perish with their lives ; and God by the prophet Eze- 
kiel, affords an example of this kind, where it is said, 
'' Then said he unto me. Son of man, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel : Behold, they say. Our bon^s are 
dried, and our hope is lost : We are cut oflf for our parts. 
Therefore, prophecy, and say unto them. Thus saith the 
Lord God: Behold, O my People, I will open your 
graves, and cause you to come up from your graves, and 
bring you into the land of Israel." (Ezek. xxicvil 11,12.) 

12. That God has a secret^ as well as a revealed wUl, 
k not denied. His reveakd will, we have seen, is the saU 
vation of aU men, and that his secret will is of the same 
character we conscientiously believe ; and " to say God'd * 
revealed wHl is contrary to his eternal and tmrevecUed will, 
would, in us, be blasphemy of the first magnitude." 

13. If God will have all men to be save^ and come to 
the knowledge of the truth, to say that he has from ever- 
lasting predestinated innumerable human sonls to endless 
misery, and " to the praise of his vindictive justiccj"" would 
be arf abonunable contradiction, and gross perversion of 
truth. 

We might extend these remarks to a volume, and the 
candid reader will, no doubt, be able, of his own reflec- 
tions on the character and attributes of Deity, to add nu- 
merous others from the same source, the revealed will of 
God in the Scriptures of his truth. And we make a can- 
did and serious appeal to the judgment and decision of 
unprejudiced readers, whether it is possible for them to 
reconcile the doctrines of those Christian seda^'who ad- 
vocate the eternal never ending misery of milliohs of hu- 
ll* 
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man beings, with those passages oi the Scriptures, whic! 
are quoted in the first twenty-two pages of this Manual 
Or, tf the final salvatiwi of ail men is not effected by Christ 
that then, these Scriptures and the promises of God tc 
that effect, and to which not only the oath of the Mosi 
High are affixed, but also the sufferings and death oi 
Clmst have fully confirmed, together with the testimon} 
of all God's prophets rince the world began, will be ren- 
dered inconsistent, contradictory, and altogether unwor- 
thy of their Divine author. And lastly, that upon no othei 
plan than that of the final recovery and salvation of di 
men, can the Scriptures be reconciled with themselves, b\ 
be rendered consistent and harmonious in all their parts 
to the glory of Grod, to the magnifying the character anc 
office of Christ, and to the comfort and consolation of the 
believers especially, and of all mankind generally anc 
universally. 

And here we take leave to observe, that it is by n( 
means the wish of the Associates in this faith, to impos( 
it upon any man. Their object in giving publicity t( 
their belief is more in the character of a defence, thai 
that of an attempt to deprive others of the right of judg 
ing for themselves. We profess to be Unwersalists fron 
a thorough conviction, that the doctrines and tenets whicl 
we maintain, are perfectly in accordance with the entir 
truth of the Scriptures. We have not, indeed, been abl 
to do justice to those splendid truths, wluch are the fowi 
dation of our Christian faith. We feel and acknowledg 
that we are but fallible, that in our views of many pf&ssa 
ges of the Holy Scriptures, we may have erred, as man 
others have done before us. Nevertheless, we are sa^ 
in asserting our faith, in all the doctrines that are deeme 
essential to salvation. We stand, therefore, upon e^us 
ground with our brethren of every Christian denomma 
tbn. 

Are any of our readers, already believers, member 
of any one of the Christian churches 1 We earnestly bi 
them God speed ; .we have no wish, and must not b 
cluujg'ed wim tbe intentioxii of prokVjtktig ti^m to on 
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faith. No, we conscientiously avow, that we helieve 
there are genuine Christians in all the churches of Christ, 
without respect to their sectarian distinctions : we have 
one only, one sole desire in view. Would to Crod, that 
these Christians could but see the beauty and harmony 
of the attributes of God and his holy Scriptures, as uiii- 
^Dg in one grand and glorious design, that of the final 
subjection and complete salvation of all men. We think 
their love to God and Christ would increase a thousand 
fold ; their love to their fellow creatures, an hundred 
fold. And would to God, that all such as have rejected 
the Scriptures, because of their apparent inconsistency, 
and contemn its doctrines, because of an erroneous con- 
struction and exhibition of them, would reconsider the 
true principles of Christ's Gospel of reconciliation,, we 
think that ttie religion of the Redeemer would appear, in 
all its benevolence and loveliness; that they would discover 
their individual interests therein, and joyfully accept sal- 
vation upon Gospel terms ; and if we have one ^vish, 
greater than the rest, it is, that such souls may be con- 
vinced, and become the joyful members of Christ's visi- 
ble church on earth, to the comfort of their own souls, 
and the happiness of all, who desire the welfare of Zi- 
on. But 

We are Universalists, both of necessity and of choice, 
not by man's persuasion, for we received not this doc- 
trine of man, neither werelve taught it by man, but by 
the Word and Spirit of God, while " searching the Scrip- 
tures." It is now forty years since one of us was con- 
victed of the truth of this glorious doctrine, by search- 
ing the Scrijrtures ; but was for many years deterred 
from a public profession of this faith, through the influ- 
ence of individuals of whose piety he was well assured. 
The doctrine was deemed a dangerous one, calculated 
to lead men into careless indifference, into all manner of 
evil ; that it was, in short, a doctrine of devils, &c. 

Youth, awed by the experince of age, and the sanc- 
tity of the clerical character, originated doubts, which 
occasioned many aod paiiMfrtx^^Sl^l^ t^^ ^iah^^aeK^ ^x&d 
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iavalidatc, the testimony in favour of this Evangelical 
Faith. But the truth at length prevailed ; it was more 
and more dcveli)ped, by a continued reference to the 
Scripture's, by a scriou* contemplation of the character 
and attributes of God's manifested properties, essential 
and natural, until it became at length identified with our 
nature and reason, and we are hence, Universalists of 
choice as well as of necessity. 

With the exception of a Tract of eight pages, contain- 
ing a selection of texts in supjwrt of this doctrine, we 
have never seen, until within a few years, any work in 
favour of it, nor have we to this date, ever heard a ser- 
mon preached in its defence, by any man. The Bible, 
the Bible alone, has been the holy instrument in awake- 
ning, coiuicting, convincing and confirming us in this 
Faith ; and hence it is, that we prefer the name of Bi- 
ble Universalists. This sublime doctrine arrested . our 
attentbn first, in the year 1789, and though resisted as 
already noticed, for many years, has been at last, de- 
spite of tall opposition to the contrary, triumphant. 

In the course of conversation, we have discovered 
many, of different churches, whose religious faith was 
j)reci3ely the same as ours. But as they, as well as our- 
selves, were ignorant of each other's sentiments, as there 
were no ministers, no building appropriated to the ser- 
vice of God in this way in Charleston, we continued at- 
tendance . in those churches whose doctrines and tenets 
approached more nearly than others to our own. Need 
we say, this approach to our faith is most perspicuous in 
the Moravian and aniong Arminian Christians.^ In 
1824, a few individuals agreed to associate as member^ 
by Faith, of that church, which they conscientiously 
believed to be the primitive apostolic church of Christ, 
and attending to the command, ^^thus said the Lord, 
stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest to your souls, (Jer. vi. 16.) They esteem this 



* See our Article VI for the Bimilarity. 



3J 

EVANGELIST'S MANUAL. 129 * 

the old path, the good way, and by tlic grace of God 
they will walk in it, assui^ed they shall find rest to their 
souls. 

As far as we knoAv our own hearts, we are both desi- 
rous and determined, " to have no doctrine but the doc- 
trine taught by God the Saviour. We reject every doc- 
trine which the mouth of the Lord hatli not spoken. We 
l)elieve that the apostolic churches were formed by pro- 
ibssors of the doctihie of universal redem])tion ; that 
Jesus Christ and liis Apostles preached and defended this 
doctrine, and tliat all the wiiters^ of revelation were 
strong in the faithful belief of the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation." And thus convicted, thus convinced by a 
critical examination of the Scriptui^es of Truth ; having 
prdved, according to our limited judgnients, that the 
Revelations of God, when properly understood, are in 
no one sense of the word contoiy to reason ; we have 
yielded to that firm conviction, and arc, therefore, Bible 
Universalists. 

Let it be clearly understood, tliat we mean not to 
reproach any man for thinking differently from us on this 
point ; that we seek not controversy, though we fear it 
not. We desire to absorb in our Christian charity, as 
illustrative of the true character of our universal faith, 
all sectarian differences ; nay more, we liave known, 
and still know, many pious men of different Christian 
denominations, who have been adverse to our faith; 
some of whom have changed their mortal for an immor- 
tal existence, and wc can say with the meek and pious 
Dr. W^atts, " May my soul be where theh's is, in the 
other world." 

Some of us have learned fromthe experience of half 
a century, that men's minds j^re variously influenced by 
a kind of regular order of peculiarities, and wliich are 
as natural to them, as bitter is to the aloe, or sweet to 
the sugar cane, that intellect difiers as materially, as the 
light of a fire-fly from that of the sun. And, " From 
senseless idiotism, up to the piercing sagacity of a New- 
ton, how numerous are the gcadaXioiis oC \3aleUftctl 
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Minds are of various sizes : their ci^^acities, habits and 
views, are never in strict confomuty with each other. In 
some degree therefore, diversity of opinion flows from 
the very structure of our understanding. To fall out 
with this branch of the dispensations of God, is to ar- 
raign his Wisdom." And to condemn those who tlunk 
differently from us in matters of Religious Faith, would 
be assuming for ourselves infallibility, which is altc^elhe 
contrary to our Article XIV. 

The universality of our faith, however, warrants us, 
consistently with its profession so to say; that the doc- 
trine of the final restoration <tf all men to holiness and 
happiness, will eventually, if not in tlris life, be accepted 
of all men. And with respect to all that have gone be- 
fore us, we can again with Dr. Watts, exclaim, " Hap- 
Ey are the souls above, who see God face to face, who 
ehold the Sacred Three, in that divine light, where objec- 
tions and darkness are banished forever, and the shadows 
are fled away! The voice of controversy and wrangling 
is never heard m these re^ons; but if it were possible for 
the happy inhabitants to differ in sentimeiit, and contro- 
versy could ascend thither, I am persuaded, that it would 
be managed without wrangling or noise. The gentleness 
and benevolence, the sweet serenity and candour, that a- 
dorn every spirit there, would reign through all Aeir sa- 
cred reasonings, and wheresoever a mistake was found 
ojid rectified among the holy disputants, the voice of joy 
and triumph would be heard on all sides at the bright 
and lovely appearance of truth. O that the disputes of 
Christians on earth might be carried on with the same 
heavenly candour, and might end in the same harmony 
and joy!"* 

Art. XVIII. Of the Civil Authority.— As Citizens, wc 
profess our allegiance to the government of the United 
States, and our obedience to the civil authorities, in all 
things lawful and right And inasmuch as the Consti- 
tution of these United States guarantees to all Ctoistian 

* PrefMce to Difierf arions, Part % 
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denoimnations, liberty of conscience, and secui'es to 
each the free and lawful exercise of their civil and reli- 
gious liberties, we believe that it is lawful and right for 
Christians, when required by the said authorities, to take 
up arms in defence of their country, and for the mutual 

Erotection of their own liberties, and the liberty of these 
fnited States. 

Lastly, we do most unhesitatingly advocate and adopt 
all the scriptural doctrines and precepts of our Lord, as 
pre-eminently calculated to make us better men, better 
citizens, better Christians ; and as directly conducing to 
our happiness, by inciting us to the appreciation and cul- 
tivation of those nobler aflFectiohs of the heart, that 
bring us more immediately to those objects that are alone 
worthy of us, that is to say, an ardent and sincere love 
to God, as the Universal Parent of all men; and in 
Christ, as the Saviour of all men, from whence flows 
the sentiment of universal charity or love for all men, as 
illustrated in the foregoing pages. 

.We have thus endeavoured to the best of our ability, to 
conduct the subjecit matters of this work, in that spirit 
which meaneth well to all men, however widely tiiey 
daS^v from us on some points of religious controversy. 
And to the divine direction of God our Saviour, whose 
glorious truths we have thus essayed to publish and to 
defend, do we most humbly subniit our souls with our 
faith, implorijig lus divine blessings on our labours, assu- 
red of their acceptance with fern, now, and when all 
clashing doctrines shall be absorbed and lost in one uni- 
versal faith and agreement forevermore. Amen. 

And if there be one rational being in the world, who 
cannot unite with us in the hope and desire for the final 
recovery and salvation of all his fellow creatures, he is 
unworthy of the name of man. 
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Errata. — The Reader is requested to correct with 
his pen the following errors, viz : — 

Page 3 line 12 from bottom, for "every facility o/," 

read •* every facililityybr,'' 
7 Une 8 from top, for " obedience o/i" read 

" obedience /o." 
9 line 18 from top, for ^^schoel,'^ read ^^ scheoV^ 
74. The references to the notes are eiToneously 

placed, refer to the texts in Bible. 
82 line 1 3 from top, for " arfow/a," read " adonai,^^ 
96 line 8 from bottom, for « the;' read '«^Ae." 
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